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bold, revolutionarv nation from the start, America has grown 
and flourished for more than two centuries in the rich soil 
of idealism and hope. Promising opportunitv, freedom and 
equality, immigrants fled to the New World in droves. Liberty 





— but it came eventually, bit by bit, keeping the promise alive. As America 
matured it also set its sights outward, exerting power in its *national 
interest" and extending its promise of freedom and democracy in the world. 
There have been some real high points along the way, like wwu1, and some 
low moments as well, including Vietnam. 

What is the promise of America today? 














Plagues, poverty, perpetual war, famine, religious persecution, land 
shortages — people dreamed of escaping Europe's hell. The opportunity and adventure 
of the New World was only a ten week sea voyage away. 

































































After ten weeks at sea the Pilgrims of the Mayflower “fell upon their knees 
& blessed ye God of heaven, who had brought them over ye vast & furious ocean, 
and delivered them from all ye periles & miseries therof, againe to set their fcete on 
ye firme and stable earth, their proper elemente.” 


LP 


Jamestown was the first permanent English 
setrlement in the New World, established in 1607 on an 
island swamp. The village "was set up inside the territory of 
an Indian confederacy, led by the chief, Powhatan. Powhatan 
watched the English settle on his people's land, but did not 
attack, maintaining a posture of coolness. When the English 
were going through their “starving time” in the winter of 
1610, some of them ran off to join the Indians, where they 
would at least be fed. When the summer came, the governor 
of the colony sent a messenger to ask Powhatan to return the 
runaways, whereupon Powhatan, according to the English 
account, replied with “noe other than prowde and disdaynefull 
Answers.” Some soldiers were therefore sent out “to take 





Revendge.” They fell upon an Indian settlement, killed fifteen 
or sixteen Indians, burned the houses, cut down the corn 
growing around the village, took the queen of the tribe and 
her children into boats, then ended up throwing the children 
overboard “and shoteinge owtt their Braynes in the water.” 
The queen was later taken off and stabbed to death. Twelve 
years later, the Indians, alarmed as the English settlements kept 
growing in numbers, apparently decided to try to wipe them 
out for good. They went on a rampage and massacred 347 
men, women and children. From then on it was total war.” 


Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States. 















































In 1492, Christopher Columbus arrived in the New World and, believing he 

had reached India, labeled the native people "Indians." Ar first contact they were over 
two million strong, but in the following centuries, violence and disease decimated 
their numbers. 


Early encounters with musket-weilding settlers 
showed that the grizzly bear had much to learn. The animal 
was not accustomed to backing down from a fight, and after 
being peppered with gunshot would continue to charge its 
hunters until its dying breath. 

But despite its iron will to survive, the grizzly would be 
driven almost to extinction. An estimated 50,000 to 100,000 
were killed between 1800 and 1975, and in the lower 48 states, 
this former king of the American frontier is now confined to 
a shrinking patch of wilderness in Montana. 

With settlers came their cattle, which the grizzlies feasted 
upon. Fuelled by vengeance, slaughtering the bear became 
brutal sport. In bloody spectacles, grizzlies were forced into 








the ring to fight lions and men. Cowboys on horseback would 
team to lasso the beast on the plain, while bolder and crazier 
men fought them with only the sword. Don Carillo, 
a brash desperado and member of the Californian aristocracy 
encountered a grizzly on the San Fernando plain while 
travelling with a military expedition. "Stand back, please," 
Carillo is quoted as saying. “Allow me to fight a personal duel — 
with this grand old gladiator." 

After being stung by his sword, the grizzly rushed Carillo 
only to be stung several times more. As the crowd tired of the 
duel, Carillo struck a blow directly to the grizzly's heart, killing 
it instant 














PRACTICED BY THE SPANISH CALIFORNIANS, ROPING GRIZZLY BEARS TOOK MANY YEARS TO MASTER. 


GNVIOWING 9734 3. 


For centuries, the American West was a charging fury 
of buffalo. "The moving multitude... darkened the whole 
plains," wrote adventurers Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark in 1905. Train engineers would stop when buffalo were 
nearby, as they could overturn rail cars and crush whatever 
lay in their path. Herds could cover a ṣo- by 25-mile area, 
and Ernest Thompson Seton, a founder of the Boy Scouts of 
America, estimated their population to exceed 60 million. 
The sense of entitlement America's European settlers felt 
over the frontier extended beyond treating its native people 
like animals. In short order the plain became an abattoir, 
its animals caught in a firefight they could not escape. Few 
dreamed the buffalo could be exterminated, but the opening 
of the transcontinental railway in 1869 split the herd in two 
and delivered hunters onto the plain. Shooting them from the 

















windows of trains was advertised as sport, and at the height of 
the slaughter, between 1872 and 1874, an estimated 7.5 million 
buffalo were butchered. As settlements expanded westward, the 
native Cheyenne, Sioux, Dakota and Comanche communities, 
dependant on the buffalo, were starved into submission. 
Showing little remorse, Secretary of the Interior Columbus 
Delano testified before Congress in 1874: "The buffalo are 
disappearing rapidly, but not faster than I desire. 
I regard the destruction of such game as Indians subsist upon 
as facilitating the policy of the Government, of destroying their 
hunting habits, coercing them on reservations, and compelling 
them to begin to adopt the habits of civilization." 

In 1889, the Smithsonian Institute reported that there 
were only 1,091 buffalo in all of North America. Today, that 
number has climbed back up to 5,000. 
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POSTER ADVERTISING THE ADVENTURES TO BE HAD IN THE WILD WEST, 1872. 

















BIRTH OF A NATION 











Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there. 
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
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VICE ROYALTY 
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WHEN FOUNDED IN 1776, THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA CONSISTED OF 15 
STATES CLINGING TO THE EAST COAST OF 
THE CONTINENT. 















































THE COMING OUT PARTY 


























US NAVY FRIGATES, 1812. 


The Barbary States of North Africa - Tripolitania, 
Tunisia, Algiers and Morocco — were master plunderers. 

From the sixteenth century onward, anyone who passed 
through their waters had either to pay a tribute or prepare for 
a brawl. And if they lost the fight, they could expect to be held 
for ransom or sold into slavery. By the end of the eighteenth 
century, the Barbary corsairs were losing their effectiveness, 
but European maritime states still paid the tribute based on 
reputation alone. Americans had gotten used to sailing off 

the Barbary coast under the British flag, but following their 
declaration of independence, the British tribute no longer 
covered them. France allowed the US to ride the coattails of its 
tribute payment for awhile, but by 1783 the Americans were 
on their own. 

Once the Barbarv pirates began capturing American ships in 
1784, the US government agreed to pay annual ransom to the 
four pirate enclaves. But the payments were not always timely, 
and some American seamen were held captive for as long as 10 
years. To make matters worse, family members of the captured 
Americans were horrified by the thought that the captors were 
Muslim. As a result, many framed the battle as one between 
Christianity and Islam. 

The country’s first Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson, was 
disgusted by the situation and told Congress.in 1790 that it 
had to choose *...between war, tribute and ransom.” His vote 











1801-181 5 Shortly after his 
election as president, Thomas Jefferson 
sent the US Navy to Tripoli. He prepared 
for war to ensure that American vessels 
could sail unmolested through the 
waters of the Barbary pirates, who 
demanded a yearly fee for safe passage. 
Though the US was beaten in some of 
the battles of the Barbary Wars, by 1815 
it had emerged victorious. The pirates 
were forced to sign a treaty allowing 
freedom of passage for American boats 
through the Mediterranean, 


was for war, but the US didn’t have a strong enough navy to 
go it alone, and the Europeans were more inclined to pay the 
tribute. By 1794, Algiers alone had captured 11 American 
vessels and taken more than 100 prisoners. Jefferson finally 
got his way, however, when he became president in 1801. That 
year he sent a naval squadron to the Mediterranean under the 
slogan “Millions for defense, but not one cent for a tribute!” 

Over the next few years, US frigates bombarded Barbary 
outposts and clashed with pirate warships, But the US suffered 
as many defeats as victories and continued to pay ransom 
when Americans were captured and enslaved. In 1805, they 
even added ground forces when a group of mercenaries and US 
marines took the fortress stronghold of Derna, east of Tripoli. 
‘There the Marines became the first US force to hoist Old Glory 
over territory in the Old World. 

By 1807, however, lacking a resolution to the conflict, 
Jefferson withdrew the underfunded navy from the 
Mediterranean. But thanks to the buildup from the War of 
1812, a much stronger force returned to North Africa in 1815 
to settle the score. This time, with help from several European 
flotillas, the Americans promptly captured two Barbary ships 
and negotiated a treaty guaranteeing an end to all tribute 
and ransom payments. In forcing the pirates to back down, 
American leadership had gained widespread respect for their 
new country. 


1806 captain Z. M. Pike and a 
platoon of troops invaded Spanish 
territory in Mexico at the head waters 
of the Rio Grande. 


I 8 I 2 To prevent occupation by other 
powers, President Madison and Congress 
authorized temporary possession of 
Amelia Island in Spanish territory, East 
Florida. General George Matthews 
gathered a band of adventurers at St. 
Marys, Georgia and invaded the island, 
capturing the port of Fernandina. Upon 
their arrival, they read a manifesto 

and raised a flag raised with the Latin 
inscription, “the safety of the people, 

the supreme law.” Matthews’ means of 
acquiring possession were brutal, and 
the action was later disavowed 

by Madison. 


181 3 In April, on authority given 
by Congress, General Wilkinson seized 
Mobile Bay in Spanish territory, West 
Florida. A small Spanish garrison was 
overwhelmed and surrendered without 
a fight. 


181 3 US forces built a fort on Nuka 
Hiva, in the Marguesas Islands, to protect 
three ships captured from the British. 
Four American soldiers were killed while 
defending it over the next year. 


18 I 4 General Andrew Jackson 
took Pensacola in Spanish territory, 
Florida, and drove out the British, 


who were at war with the US. 


1816 us forces destroyed the 
Nichols Fort in Spanish territory, Florida, 
the base for bandits that had raided 
American territory. 


181 7 President Monroe ordered 
US forces to land and expel smugglers 
and adventurers from Amelia Island in 
Spanish territorv, Florida. 


1816-1818 me seminole 
Indians, whose land was a sanctuary 

for escaped slaves and border ruffians, 
were attacked by troops under Generals 
Jackson and Gaines and pursued into 
northern Florida, Spanish territory. In 
the process the Americans occupied 
Spanish posts and executed British 
citizens. In 1821, ‘La Florida’ was sold 
by Spain to America for $5 million. The 
territory's first governor, General Jackson, 
declared its 7,000 Seminole Indians a 
handicap to Florida's development and 
attacked, driving the Seminoles further 
south to survive. 


18 2.4 Commodore David Porter and a 
landing party of 200 attacked the town of 
Fajardo, in Spanish territory, Puerto Rico, 
which had sheltered pirates and insulted 
American naval officers. He landed 

in November and forced an apology. 
Commodore Porter was later court- 
martialed for overstepping his powers. 





‘THE BRITISH BURN THE US PRESIDENT'S HOUSE. 


1812-181 5 On June 12, 1812, the US declared war on the United 
Kingdom, beginning a battle that nobody really won, except perhaps the 
Russian composer Tchaikovsky. America believed its rights as a neutral 
power were being violated by both Britain and France; furthermore, 

they resented Britain for its superior naval strength. The British were 
intercepting neutral ships, blockading the US, and removing Britons and 
Americans from US merchant ships. So-called "War Hawks" in the US 
demanded America invade British-controlled Canada to teach the UK a 
lesson. Several attempts to do so failed. Britain blockaded the US coast, 
damaging the American economy, and in 1814, launched an invasion to 
gain new land. The British-also burned much of Washington D.C., including 
the President's residence. It was eventually painted white to hide the fire 
damage, earning the name the "White House." Eventually a treaty was 
Signed that established boundaries close to what they were before the 
war. A total of 2,260 US soldiers died in the conflict. Inspired by the war's 
brutality, Tchaikovsky created the "1812 Overture," his best known piece. 


PURCHASING A NATION 


When British colonists first landed in “Virginia” in the early seventeenth century, they were 
overwhelmed by the vastness of the land lying before them. Natural markers like mountains 
and rivers were used to define the limits of the new American territories; as of yet, the 
unexplored land had no end in sight. The Proclamation of 1763, issued by the English, 
established the Western boundary of the American colonies at the Appalachian mountain 
range. For settlers throughout the eighteenth century, “Going West” simply meant moving 
beyond that range, with California and the Rocky Mountains yet to enter the mental 
landscape. When Thomas Jefferson became the third president of the United States in 1801, 
Spain, France, Britain and Russia all had standing claims on the American continent. Native 
Americans were of course invisible, with no overall government and thus no political power. 
The 1783 Treaty of Paris that formally ended the Revolutionary War, saw the British cede its 
territory from the Atlantic coast to the Mississippi. Other European powers would either be 
bought or fought off the continent, leaving the US free to sprawl from sea to shining sea. 


I 803 The western boundary of 
the US was extended to the Rocky 
Mountains via the Louisiana Purchase 
from France, doubling the size of the 
country. 


181 9 Florida was purchased from 
Spain by the US. 


1820 maine became a state, the 
northern boundary of which remained in 
dispute until 1842. 


LASK: 
ALASKA 


I 84 5 Texas was annexed to the US, 
no longer existing as an independent 
republic. 


18 4 6 Oregon was ceded to the US 
from the UK. 


18 4 8 Arizona, california, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Texas, Utah, and western 
Colorado were purchased from Mexico 
following the Mexican War. 
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18 5 3 Southern Arizona and southern 
New Mexico were purchased from 
Mexico, establishing the 48 contiguous 
states of the US. 


E 8 67 Alaska was purchased 
from Russia. 


























MANIFEST DESTINX 


Meaning *obvious or undeniable fate," Manifest Destiny came from journalist John 
O'Sullivan, who wrote in 1845 that it was the United States’ “manifest destiny to overspread 
and to possess the whole of the continent which Providence has given us for the development 
of the great experiment of liberty and federated self-government entrusted to us." The sense 
of idealism and belief in the sheer rectitude of the American way was backed by an economic 
imperative: a growing population saw new lands as offering self-sufficiencv and freedom, 
leading to the enduring myth of *winning the West." Like European imperialism, the doctrine 
was racist; Native Americans were thought incapable of self-government. But the doctrine was 
also unique. While European powers gunned their way to power throughout Asia and Africa, 


America limited itself to its own backyard. Moves into Mexico, for instance, were as much 
about keeping Great Britain at bay as they were an effort to increase American holdings. 


F 846 Following US annexation of 
Texas in 1845, and unresolved border 
disputes with Mexico, the US sought 
to annex what is now New Mexico. 
But when efforts to buy the land failed, 
the US decided to take the region by 
force under the emerging doctrine 
known as Manifest Destiny. Continuing 
bitterness over the Texas annexation 
led to Mexico declaring war on the US 
on April.23, 1846. The American public 
was largely supportive of the war, but 
an up-and-coming Congressman from 
Illinois named Abraham Lincoln called 
it belligerent expansionism. Despite his 
objections, the US proceeded and won 


the war easily, but not without cost: the 
13,780 US troops that died represented 
two in five of the combatants, one of 
the bloodiest attrition rates in American 
history. More than 25,000 Mexican 
troops were killed. 


18 5 9 Two hundred US soldiers 
crossed the Rio Grande into Mexico 
in pursuit of the bandit Cortina. 


1866 in November, to protect 

American residents, General Sedgwick 
and 100 men forced the Mexican town 
of Matamoras to surrender. After three 
days he was ordered to withdraw and 


his actions were repudiated by President 
Andrew Johnson. 


18 "3E 8 9 6 Us troops crossed 
the Mexican border repeatedly in 
"technical invasions' to pursue thieves 
and cattle. Mexico protested and 
responded with reciprocal invasions by 
their troops. The American incursions 
were often supported by orders from 
Washington. Notable cases were at 
Remolina and at Las Cuevas in 1875. 
Agreements between Mexico and 

the US, the first in 1882, eventually 
legitimized such raids, which continued 
intermittentiv until 1896. 


HENRY DAVID THOREAU 
Philosopher Henry David Thoreau was the original 
American rabble rouser. He opposed the Mexican War 
and let the government know by refusing to pay his taxes. 
He was promptly thrown in jail. There he wrote an essay 
titled “Civil Disobedience” that still reverberates with 
dissenters today. A year earlier, Thoreau had sought a way 
to live simply: so he camped in a forest near Walden Pond, 
New York, and later wrote his famous work, Walden. 
Joining Thoreau in opposing the conflict was a tough and 
emerging Illinois congressman named Abraham Lincoln. 
He didn’t buy President Polk’s justification for war, and 
publicly demanded Polk aamit that the spot where blood 
was first shed between the Mexicans and the US wasn't on 
US soil. Enter his famous “Spot Resolutions.” Though they 
were never acted upon by Congress, the resolutions did 
earn him the unflattering “Spotty Lincoln” nickname in his 
Illinois constituency, where the war was extremely popular. 





MONROE DOCTRINE 


In the earlv nineteenth centurv, America led the world in recognizing newlv-independent Latin 
American countries. In what became known as the Monroe Doctrine, President James Monroe 
warned European nations in 1825 that the Americas were not open for recolonization. He 
went on to declare that the US was the protector of all independent nations in the Western 
Hemisphere. In return, the US government promised to remain neutral in European conflicts. 


ik 1822-1825 us forces made 


* 


X 1k 
ires, Argentina to protect American 


? 


numerous landings in Cuba in the pursuit 
of pirates. In March, 1825, cooperating 
US and British forces landed at Sagua 

La Grande to capture pirates. Marines 
landed again that October. 


I 83 3 A force was sent ashore at 
Buenos Aires, Argentina for. two weeks 
to protect American interests during 
an insurrection. 


x 


18 3 5 Marines protected American 
interests in Callao and Lima, Peru, during 
an attempted revolution, and returned 
for the same reason the following year. 


8 5 2. Marines landed in Buenos 


interests during a revolution. They * 
returned in April 1853. 

18 5 3 US forces landed in Nicaragua 
to protect American lives and interests 
during a period of political instability. 





18 5 4 Naval forces bombed and 
burned San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua 
to avenge an insult to the American 
minister to Nicaragua. He had been 
wounded by a missile thrown by a 
mob that was trying to arrest him. 
The townspeople refused to apologize. 


18 $ 5 US and European naval forces 
landed to protect American interests 
during an attempted revolution in 
Montevideo, Uruguav. 


a 8 5 6 inthe first of five interventions 


in Panama, US forces landed in 
September in the Republic of New 
Granada to protect the Atlantic-Pacific 
railroad from nationalists. 


18 5 7 Aided by the Marines, 
Commander C. H. Davis of the US Navy 
received the surrender of William Walker, 
a failure-plagued American filibuster 
who had proclaimed himself President 
of Nicaragua in 1855, and had instituted 
forced labor and legalized slavery. 


JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
John Quincy Adams opposed 
his country's aspirations for 
entbusiasticallv extending 
influence into South America. 
The defeat of the British in the 
war of 1812 had inspired the 
Americans to rid Columbia 

of Spanish viceroys. Adams: 
"America goes not abroad in 
search of monsters to destroy... 
We will conquer the world but 
we will lose our soul." 


He had set out from America with 
hundreds of men and the sponsorship 
of the Knights of the Golden Circle, a US 
group that promoted slavery. In 1855, 
the USS Saratoga, Wabash and Fulton 
had opposed an earlier attempt of 
Walker's on Nicaragua. The removal of 
Walker to America was tacitly disavowed 
by Secretary of State Lewis Cass because 
of the questionable legality of seizing 

an American national on neutral land 
Walker's rule over Nicaragua included a 
brief war with Costa Rica, which he lost. 
The battle lasted 14 minutes. 


XI 8 5 8 Forces from two US warships 

landed again in Montevideo, Uruguay, 
to protect American lives and property 
during a revolution. 


8 60 us troops landed in the 
Bay of Panama, Colombia, to safeguard 
American interests during a period 
of political instability. 


fa 86 7 Marines occupied Managua 


and Leon in Nicaragua. 





“SPEAK SOFTLY AND CARRY A BIG STICK,” 
WAS THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S MOTTO 
AS THE US FOUGHT EUROPE TO BECOME 
THE POLICE OFFICER OF THE CARIBBEAN 
AND GUARANTEE AMERICAN COMMERCIAL 
INTERESTS IN THE REGION. THE US’ GREAT 
WHITE FLEET WAS DISPATCHED TO MYRIAD 
COUNTRIES TO DEAL WITH SEVERAL 
REVOLUTIONS BREAKING OUT IN THE AREA. 


THE FAR SEAS 


182.7 in October and November, 
landing parties from the USS Warren 
hunted pirates on the Greek islands 
of Argenteire, Miconi and Androse. 


18 3 I captain Duncan of the USS 
Lexington sailed to the Falkland Islands 
to investigate the capture of three 
American sealing ships and destroyed 
an Argentine settlement on East 
Falkland. He declared the Islands "free 
of all government." 


E 8 3 2 Over the course of a few days, 
a naval force landed and stormed a fort 
to punish natives of Quallah Battoo, 
Sumatra, for plundering the American 
ship, Friendship and killing its crew. 
More than 150 Malay pirates were killed 
in fighting, and over 300 died when 

the town was levelled. Two American 
soldiers were killed. 


18 3 8 A naval force landed again in 
Sumatra to punish natives of Quallah 
Battoo and Muka for killing the American 
crew of the Eclipse and plundering its 

+ cargo. Muka was set ablaze. 


18 40 On orders from Secretary of 
the Navy J. K. Laulding, naval forces from 
the USS Vincennes went on a scientific 
expedition of the South Pacific. He 
warned on their departure: “Treachery 
is one invariable characteristics of 

the savages — appeal to their goodwill 
rather than their fears until it becomes 
apparent that they can only be 
restrained from violence by force.” 

In July, the expedition landed on the Fiji 
Islands to punish natives for attacking 
American exploration and surveying 
parties. Several villages were destroyed. 


I 840 A naval party landed on 
Samoa on February 24 to punish natives 
after the murder of an American seaman 
on Upolu Island the previous year. More 
than 100 huts were burnt, along with all 
the canoes they could find. 


I 84 3 In Africa, four US vessels 
landed various parties along the Ivory 
Coast, including one party of 200 





AMERICAN CONSULATE, SHANGHAI, 1853. 


marines and sailors, to demonstrate 
against piracy and the slave trade and 
to punish attacks by the natives on 
American seamen and shipping. 


T 843 Sailors and Marines from 
the USS St. Louis landed after a fight 
between Americans and Chinese over 
factories at a trading post in Canton, 
China. In 1844, troops from the same 
boat landed in Canton to crush a 
Chinese riot against imperialists. 


18 49 A naval force gained the 
release of an American seized by 
Austrian officials in the Ottoman city 
of Smyrna in July. 


18 S I Forces from the US warship 
Dale exacted revenge at Johanns Island, 
east of Africa, for the imprisonment of 
the captain of an American whaling brig. 


18 5 4 us and British ships landed 
forces in Shanghai to protect American 
interests for two months during civil 
disturbances in China. 


18 5 5 US forces re-entered Shanghai 
and later fought pirates near Hong Kong. 


185 5 Aus naval force landed on the 
Fiji Islands to gain reparations for attacks 
on American seamen. Three years later, 
a Marine expedition punished Fiji natives 
again, this time for the murder of two 
American citizens at Waya. 


18 5 6 As the Second opium War 
broke out between Britain and China, 


US forces from three ships landed to 
protect American interests at Canton, 
and to avenge an assault upon an 
unarmed boat displaying the US flag. 
More than 500 Chinese were killed in 
the action; only seven Americans died. 


18 5 8 the us Secretary of State 
requested a display of naval force along 
the Levant, in Ottomon Turkey, after 

a massacre of Americans at Jaffa and 
mistreatment elsewhere, “to remind [the 
Ottomon Turk] authorities of the power 
of the US." 


I 859 Anaval force landed for a 
few davs to protect American interests 
in Shanghai as the Second Opium War 
continued. 


1860 American residents at Kisembo, 
Angola in Portuguese West Africa called 
upon US and British ships to protect 
them and their property during troubles 
with the local population. 


I8 66 Us forces punished an assault 
on the American consul at Newchwang, 
China. 


186 7 ^ naval force landed in 
Formosa (now Taiwan) for a day, burning 
a number of huts to punish the murder 
of the crew of a wrecked American 
vessel. A treaty was subsequently 
negotiated providing for the safety of all 
shipwrecked US and European sailors in 
the area. 


18 5 3 commodore Matthew Perry 
and his forces sailed into Tokyo Bay 

in their steam-driven ships. Japan had 
been isolated from the West since 1636. 
Perry brought with him a letter from 
the US President demanding that Japan 
open itself up to international trade. The 
show of strength forced the shogunate 
to open Japan's borders. It also made 
them realize they had to modernize 
their country to protect themselves. 
This paved the way to Japan's future 
prosperity. The Kanagawa Treaty was 





signed the following year. On his visits, 
Perry landed Marines twice and secured 
a coaling concession from the ruler of 
Naha on Okinawa. He also demonstrated 
in the Bonin Islands to secure facilities 
for commerce. 

In 1863, the USS Wyoming retaliated 
against an attack on the Pembroke at 
Shimonoseki. The next year, naval forces 
were sent to protect the US minister to 
Japan when he visited Yedo to negotiate 
American claims against the country. 
Their unspoken role was to make 


negotiations easier by intimidating the 
Japanese with American military force. 

US forces entered Japan for several 
months in 1868, with numerous landings 
in five major cities, to protect American 
interests during the civil war that led to 
the Meiji restoration. And in a joint action 
with the British, French and Dutch, US 
forces convinced the Japanese in 1894 
to adhere to treaties and allow the 
Straits of Shimonoseki to be used for 
foreign shipping. 





COMMODORE PERRY'S BLACK SHIPS SAIL INTO TOKYO BAY. 


THE CIVIL WAR 



































We soldiers of all nations who lie killed 


Ask little: that you never, in our name, 
Dare claim we died that men might be fulfilled. 
The earth should vomit us, against that shame. 


We died; is that enough? Many died well, 
Of both sides; most of us died senselessly. 
Ask soldiers who outlived us; they may tell 
How many died to make men slaves, or free. 


We died. None knew, few tried to guess, jüst why. 
No one knows now, on either side of the grave. 

If you insist you know, by all means try, 

That being your trade, to make the knowledge save. 


But never use, not as your honor sorrow, 
Our murdered days to garnish your tomorrow. 
James Agee 


ETE) BANDS SNVAG. AYVIN 


September 17, 1862 is considered the bloodiest 

day in American history. Robert E. Lee pushed a 50,000 man 
confederate army into the north, where a union army of 70,000 
lay waiting. The next day, with Lee in retreat, 4,700 men 

were dead and a total of more than 22,000 were wounded or 
missing. That same month, Lincoln gave the Confederate states 
four months to stop fighting, promising to leave the slaves in 
chains if they did. 

The Civil War, like many conflicts embarked upon by the US, 
was the product of multiple competing forces working against 
each other, Early in the Civil War, abolitionists urged Lincoln 
to free the slaves, but he resisted, believing that further 
alienating slave-holding border states would push them into 
secession, “If could save the Union without freeing any 
slave, I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing all the 
slaves, I would do it; and if I could do it by freeing some and 
leaving others alone, I would also do that,” wrote Lincoln 
on August 22, 1862. As the war advanced, the slave issue 
came to the fore, leading to the emancipation of the slaves, 
but also obscuring the fact that the slave issue per se was not 
the impetus for the war. Indeed, the war began for many of 
the same reasons as other US conflicts before and since: 
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was prompted by national interests and it followed a series of 
"diplomatic failures" to prevent war in the first place. Howard 
Zinn writes, "The northern elite wanted economic expansion 
—free land, free labor, a free market, a high protective tariff. 
for manufacturers, a bank of the United States. The [Southern] 
slave interests opposed all that; they saw Lincoln and the 
Republicans as making continuation of their pleasant and 
prosperous way of life impossible in the future." 

And what a failure of diplomacy it was. The Civil War 
ended with more than two percent of the population dead, 
an equivalent of almost 6 million Americans today. The 
destruction of families and communities throughout the north 
and south was vast, as America gave its young to a War that 
took more lives than all other American conflicts combined. 
The slaughter took proportionally six times as many American 
lives as did wwii, with 18 percent of Confederate soldiers 
killed and 20 percent of the blacks serving in the Union army. 
Proud and courageous, the common man fought the war of the 
Northern and Southern elite, who ultimately prospered in the 
years following the Civil War. All was not lost, the slaves were 
free, their struggle for equality just beginning 
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FREED SLAVES TRAVELING NORTH AFTER LINCOLN’S EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION OF 1863. 
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I've never noticed your magazine before, 
but while waiting at the checkout stand, 
I was instantly drawn to the cover photo 
of your latest issue. I noticed it because, 
simply put, I love knowing that the US 
has to kill people whose aim it is to kill 
us. It's that simple. 

Even with most of their faces masked 
by futuristic, bug-eyed helmets, you can 
sense the cold, predatory focus of the 
two gunners shooting out the window. 
Look at the blurred images of the .5o 
cal shell casings falling into the hopper. 
Frankly, knowing that some of those 
rounds are shredding the flesh and bone 
of their intended targets gives me solace. 
But not for the reasons that you - and 
many of your readers — love to surmise 
about those of us who “simplistically” 
think the world is threatened by history's 
latest incarnation of religious hijacking. 

Many people, for all their perceived 
intellectual and moral superiority, cannot 
seem to glean the real truth about the 
post 9/11 world. 

PERIN SPRECACE 
via email 


used to work in retail for a big 
corporation. It was the typical corporate 
workplace: staff were treated like 
children, paid low wages, and older 
workers were pushed out in favor of kids 
who knew nothing but who would work 
for even less. I was miserable. 

Eventually I got a job at an 
environmental non-profit. I thought 
things were finally looking up. 

1 could work towards doing good, 
and be around enlightened progressive. 
people such as myself. It turns out 

I had some misguided notions. These 


“environmentalists” aren't much better 
than their corporate counterparts. 
They concern themselves with title and 
ego; they tell everyone else to conserve 
resources while making mere token 
efforts if and when it strikes their fancy. 
Desperate for money, they'll take it from 
any corporate donor, regardless of its 
record. The situation is grave. I think 
we're all fucked for real. 
ERICA 
Toronto, Ontario 


In The Prince, Macchiaveli wrote of a 
Roman duke that had problems with 
civil unrest, The duke put a despot of 
a governor in power named Messer 
Ramiro d'Orco, who Macchiaveli 
described as a swift and cruel man. 
The governor was so cruel and effective 
restoring authority that he created public 
outrage toward the government. Then, 
to separate himself from the governor, 
the duke staged a show trial where the 
government railroaded the man and 
sentenced him to death. The governor 
was brutally executed in public to satiate 
the people's resentment. Interestingly, the 
last three US military invasions, subtract 
Bosnia, were actions against people who 
were helped into power or under the 
former employ of the cia: Hussein, 
Bin Laden and Noriega. 
KRISTOF BERG 
St. Cloud, Minnesota 


I live in a small town. Well, it used to 
be small. At one time my town had lush 
open spaces, dirt roads that rolled on for 
miles (usually playing host to harmless 
parties) and was home to people that 
cared about it. Now it has changed. 
Our town council considers golf courses 
to be open space, the dirt roads have 
given way to major development, and 
the people who once cared can't afford 
to rent or buy even the smallest of 
shacks. Someone please tell me how a 
golf course can be considered open space 
when in the trees surrounding them 
hang numerous “No Trespassing” signs? 
How many wealthy housing 
developments with golf courses does one 
small town need? 
CODY, KERBY 
Truckee, California 


DISCOVER 
CAVING 


DISCOVER 
PERFECT 
CAVE 


Check out this mindfuck 
I found in the New Yorker. 
PETER 
via mail 


It was a busy Saturday night at the 
family restaurant where I wait tables 
Tourists were gorging on the greasy, 
fat-loaded meals that spark guilt in me 
for even suggesting them. The night 
would have been forgotten if not for one 
thing, Seated at a booth were a young 
mother and father with their adorable 
little boy, no older than three. I had to 
do a double take to absorb what I saw 

in front of the child was a portable DVD 
plaver, the kind made bv Samsung or 
Polaroid. He was watching a movie. 

But he wasn't just watching it, he was 
motionless and hypnotized. His mouth 
was open, his pupils dilated and a blank, 
glassy-eyed stare had seized his face 
He was gone, as if the damned thins 
had commandeered his soul. Word 
spread among the employees, and the 





boy became an instant sideshow. I had 
to walk away. After a moment I looked 
back at him, leaned against the wall, and 
let out a giant sigh of vanquish 
PETER DE GIGLIO 
Chie 





go, Illinois 





DISCOVER OTHE! 
WILL PAY.TO BE 
GUIDED, THERE 


I've lived in America all my life, and 
can tell you that most Americans care 
They are lazy, 
and addicted to television, food, sex, 
anything that removes them 
lity. They live in a fog thinkin 
that their happiness and comfort is all 


only about themselves. 


sports 





from rea 





that matters. They drive weapons of 
mass destruction at horrifying speeds 
unworried about who they'll injure or 
kill as long as they feel safe. They try 
to cover up their gluttony by pastini 
American flags, "United we stand, 
and the ever-popular “9/11: We shall 
never forget 
Americans don’t want to know that 
they’re the cause of global warming 
They don't care if *Manuel 
get paid $20 a day, as long as it doesn't 











stickers on their cars. 


' and “Jose” 
interfere with their life. America is full of 
gluttonous, thoughtless people on Prozac 
and other anti-depressants. With all of 
its resources, you'd think America would 
be the greatest country in the world. 
Instead, it chooses to hide its head in 
the sand. If Bush manages to steal the 
election again this year I will leave 
America. I’m not too sure where 
I could go. 

suzy 
via email 


DISCOVER 
PERFECT 
JOB 


KEEP WALKING 





Your article in on RFID technology 
[Adbusters #51 


On the contrary, | see it 


should't distress readers. 





à golden 





opportunity to take culture jamming to 
a new level: radio jamming, 
I know little about how this 


technology works, but if these little chips. 





emit radio signals, why not create a 

device that jams their radio frequencies? 
» plug 
electrical outlet at home, Big Brother 





If one wa his device into an 





wouldn't see a thing. On an even higher 
level, imagine culture jammers going to 
Wal-Mart and slipping these tiny devices 


around t 





e store, rendering all of the 

RFIDS as useless as the US Government's 

Star Wars Missile Defense System, 

Apparently all it takes to jam that is 

tin foil 

MICHAEL CREIGHTON 
Ottawa, Ontario 


I read that 5o percent of the population 





will suffer from some form of allergy 

by 2015. In a culture where children 

sit indoors all day chasing pixels on 

a Nintendo or Playstation, is this a 
surprise? The less kids go outside, the 
weaker their immune systems become. 
Couple this with people obsessed with 
cleanliness, and there's no chance for 
children to build strong immune systems 
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to resist allergies. 

When I was young, I played outside, 
and my parents gave me drugs only 
when it was absolutely ne 
At the age of 23, I can't remember the 
t illness I had. The allergy epidemic 
is another reflection of our topsy- 
turvy world in which technology has 
displaced nature. 


essar 








PAUL CULLINAN 
United Kingdom 


I'm a veteran Hollywood screenwriter 
with credits from the first year of SNL, 
to Mary Hartman, to Max Headroom 
and beyond. It pains me that I'm 
culpable in this march to produce people 
made of what has been chosen for them 
to see and hear. We are being bred for 
_ an artificial environment — to live in a 
world entirely thought up, with sales as 
its reason for existence. Our job is to 
consume in the name of God, Country, 
Freedom, Justice, Entertainment and the 
American Dream. The human race is 
being tailored to suit corporate culture, 
and we're well on our way to being the 
product your magazine speaks of. Keep 
up the fight. 
ARTHUR SELLERS 
Los Angeles, California 


How many of the UK-based titles in your 


ki 






‘left-right’ "effective ineffective" spread 
[Adbusters #52] have you actually read? 
Sure, the Guardian produces some of the 
best print journalism around, and the 
Bec is probably the best TV news in the 
world (which from where I am standing 
is about as much of an accolade as 
saying Burger King is the best fast food 
restaurant). But some of the others are 
plain wrong. 

1: The Independent, for some reason, 
sits next to the Times (or the ‘London 
Times’ as you bizarrely rename it) “on 
the right.” The Times is seriously right, 
but the Independent, though a bit 
lifeless, is not "right." Is further left than 
the Guardian some days and it stood out 
more against the war than any other UK 
paper. It is constantly critical of GM and 
corporate science, and has Robert Fisk, 
probably the best war correspondent in 
the world. 

2: The New Statesmen - “a flower 
among the vegetables.” For flowers they 
have Mark Thomas, Paul Kingsnorth 
and John Pilger. But what of energy 
supplements sponsored by BNFL, or 
food specials sponsored by McDonald's? 
The Statesman is a talking shop for 
intellectualized New Labourites who 
are upset about what Tony’s done, but 
who still could never vote any way other 
than Labour. Cherie Blair's sister is a 




















The cause of the sign’s 
destruction was an 
electrical explosion, but 
this image is still moving. 
It could even be seen as 
an optimistic future view 
for our world. Isn’t the 
blueness of the sky and 
depth of clouds beauty 
in itself? 
NATASHA GONTESKY 
St. Cloud, Minnesota 


columnist for Christ's sake. I guess 
by flower you meant a nice red New 
Labour rose. 

The Economist - “Smart but 
predictable”? Like a double-breasted 
pinstripe suit with red suspenders, 

I guess. The Economist is the vanguard 
of free market thought cleverly masked 
under apparently dispassionate prose. 
Have you ever read anything its editor 
Bill Emmott has written? Did you find 
it “smart but predictable” that it runs 
an annual essay competition in tandem 
with Shell Oil? Last year’s really smart 
question: “Do we need nature?” 
JEREMY SMITH 
London, United Kingdom 





I saw an ad on the back of Scientific 
American about the solar system 

from Lockheed Martin. It was an 
aerial view of an enthusiastic group 

of children representing every sex and 
nationality. Their arms were extended 
as they cheered, watching a rocket 
ascend into the sky toward the camera. 
It was the traditional corporate drivel, 
Lockheed Martin patting themselves on 
the back on how they encourage schools 
to teach science and math. Doesn't 
Lockheed Martin make most of its 
profits from weapons? Based on the 
idiocy of recent world events, wouldn’t 











the rocket facing in the opposite 
direction be a more realistic portrayal? 

KEN KUNKEL 

Cleveland, Ohio 


€... [If we begin a slow march 
towards global governance and a world 
parliament, nothing can stop us."[From 
Adbusters #52.] 

Ate you insane? A world government 
leaves no options and nowhere else to 
go. It creates not a monopoly of media 
or of oil, but of power and control. 
Governments are like the companies we 
buy products from; if we can’t reform 
them, we can always switch to another. 





Abuse of power comes as no surprise, 
and never will. 
LEO 
via email 


I'm a Buddhist interested in a movement 
within my religion known as ‘engaged 
Buddhism.’ I believe in peaceful protest 
and direct action. However, I feel we 
must be cautious about our motivation 
and the mind with which we engage in 
political action. Are we adding oxygen 
to the burning fire or bringing a sense 
of calm and sanity to the increasingly 
crazy world around us? I'm often struck 
at protests by the mixture of emotions 
im the protesters, Those involved in a 
peace movement must be sure that they 
are involved in just that, and not the 
creation of another war. 











DAN BALLANCE 
Brighton, United Kingdom 





Your Government™ has been clinically 
proven to be highly effective in 
reducing pain. When used as directed 
it will alleviate discomfort and irritation 
and help you return to normal 
productive functioning. Like all 
governments, Your Government™ can 
cause adverse experiences. 
In studies, Your Government? 
was generally well tolerated. Adverse 
experiences were typically mild and 
ry. The most common side 
effects reported weri 
overeating, memory impairment 
and sexual dysfunction. Other less 








tempor 








: insomnia, 


common side effects associated with 
Your Government?" include: chills, 
palpitation, hypertension, vomiting 








thirst, nervousness, decreased mental 
acuity, verbal outbursts, bone pain, 
alterations in heartbeat, alterations 
in speech and movement, difficult 
or rapid breathing, swelling of the 
throat, swelling of the extremities, 
smell perversions, apprehension, 
anxiety, depression, disorientation, 
depersonalization, burping and 
inability of the tongue to move, visual 
disturbances, visual intolerance to light, 
excessive crying, dry eyes, eye pain, 

eye irritation, dizziness, pain or pressure 
in the chest, confusion and dream 


abnormality. In addition, a bad taste 
has occurred 
Keep Your Government™ and all 
governments away from children. In case 
of accidental overdose, seek professional 
assistance or contact a poison control 
center immediately. If pain persists 
or gets worse during use of Your 
Government™, or if new symptoms 
occur, please consult a professional. 
This could be signs of serious illness. 
BRENDAN SHORT 
Austin, Texas 


Nothing gagged me more upon my return to O’Hare 
International Airport than the sight of an industrial- 


eating, Target-shopping hostage taken by a touch- 


screen 





internet phone. She never even noticed the flash. 





STI 





EVEN MONTAGUE 
Chicago, Illinois 


In the great idea for a Two-Minute 
Media Revolution [Adbusters #51], 

the reference to Dawkins’ “memes” is a 
good connection to make. I disagree with 
your terminology, however. You write: 
“Potent memes can change minds, alter 
behavior, catalyze collective mindshifts 
and transform cultures — which is 

why meme warfare has become the 
geopolitical battle of our information 
age. Whoever has the memes has 

the power.” 

‘Meme Warfare’? It’s arguable that 
competition between memes is the 
dominant influence within society, but 
no one “has” memes. Particular memes 
pervade in different walks of life, but 
they are never possessed. Sure, the mass 
media promotes particular memes. 

But at the same time, memes are always 
moving through other methods of 
communication — like talking, email, 
internet, letters and music. I would 
suggest using “memes” in this way is 
misleading and open to criticism. 








REG 
via email 





“Should we sell shares in Blackspot sneakers and hold shareholder votes on critical 
issues of design production and how to spend the profits?” 

I think this one of the most potentially revolutionary anti-corporate ideas I have 
ever heard, It could trigger other products and anti-brands with the same co-op style 
platform. It could spread like an anti-corporate plague genetically designed to target 
the white, fascist blood cells of traditional capitalism, sending that mutha to the can 
with a whole lot of money to regurgitate. Please make it happen. 








RAYAN FOSTER 
via email 


Imagine the possibilities when profit motive isn’t an ethos: Blackspot sportswear 
made from recycled plastics and biodegradcable textiles; Blackspot restaurants using 
locally produced food. What would be next? Blackspot bikes? Blackspot records? 
Given enough time, Blackspot hydrogen cars? 
A consumer-goods conglomerate without the profit motive could help us find the 

ticket out of this pseudo-capitalistic consumer nightmare. 

PATRICK BLAKE 

via email 


The first ad has appeared in your magazine. Why not just turn it into the Adbusters 
catalogue where we could get everything we need to appear subversive? You might as 
well move production of the sneaker — and the magazine — to Guatemala! You ran out 
of creative ways to critique our culture (enough with the Photoshopped tape) so you 
succumbed to the “corporate leviathan” that you claim to oppose. The point is this: 
we don’t need another fucking sneaker, no matter what it represents, What we need 
is real emotions and relationships, and I thought that you would ognized this 
by now. 
A final irony: I wish I could stop buying your magazine, but I can't. 
RYAN MURDOCK 
Helena, Montana 

















“Blackspot sneakers. What an intriguing idea. A non- 
brand. An anti-brand. Its own brand. A shoe whose 
only advertising is the word of mouth of its owners, 
and the impact of the image of its wearers. 


But then, | thought, why stop there? Why be an 
organization marketing an anti-brand, when it can 
become so much more than just that? Why not turn 
blackspot sneakers into an anti-corporation? Fight 
fire with fire. Make the shoes’ owners the company's 
owners. Whenever someone buys a pair of blackspots, 
he or she is buying a share in blackspot sneakers. 

A cooperative. An anti-corporation." 


www.blackspotsneaker.org 


JEAN AYISSVAGENCE FRANCE PRESSE. 


Are you coming to kaly for your vacation? Okay, so 
visit the museums, enjoy the culture; drink copious amounts 
of wine, but whatever you do, don't turn on a television set. 
We Italians are ashamed of our TV programs: 98 percent are 
cooking shows, and the remaining 2 percent are an evil mixture 
of American sitcoms from the 8os, demented entertainment 
shows, and so-called *reality shows" à la Big Brother. 

In most of them, half-naked women adorn the background 
of the TV studio; they are the new century's cheap caryatids 
whose only function is to clap on command, perennially 
smile, and laugh at jokes made by the host. Every so often the 
programs are interrupted by massive doses of ads — and even 
the hosts now try to sell things, from mattresses to pots to 
pasta. Noisy entertainment programs fractured by continuous 
ads mesmerize Italians. The message is that only money, 
material wealth, individualism and career have worth in life. 

Don't watch the news, either. Watching it means 
experiencing a distorted version of reality. On our news, the 
economy is booming, Italians are happy and tantrums of the 
weather are more important than what's going on in the world. 
Italians with a critical conscience have to go on the internet 
to compare what they've been told with stories in the foreign 
press, Our television is in a tragic state these days. 

Silvio Berlusconi owns the three main private channels here 
(Canale 5, Italia 1, and Retequattro). And because he's the 
prime minister, he also controls what's on the public channels 
(RAI 1, 2 and 3). Before being elected, he promised to resolve 
his conflict of interests by selling his TV channels, but he never 
did. Well, actually he tried to, by creating a law that would. ^ 
have made the conflict perfectly legal. It was much like the 
laws he and his House of Freedoms coalition (which means 
the freedom to do what Mr. Berlusconi wants to do) approved, 
which scandalously keep executives who falsify balance sheets 
out of jail. 

Berlusconi’s dictatorship over Italy’s TV landscape was 
painfully obvious on the roth anniversary of his party, Forza 
Italia. There was a celebration rally held in Rome where 
Berlusconi, recently rejuvenated by a face lift, gave a speech 
attacking two old enemies, Italian communists and magistrates. 
His speech was broadcast on Retequattro, which he owns, 





“LA PUB PUE.” THE ADS STINK. 


In a Paris subway station an ad 
using sex to sell yogurt gets jammed 


by a flailing grease pencil; two stations 
north, a poster hocking cologne 


while long extracts were also aired on the public RAI. 

But while Il Cavaliere loomed all over the TV dial, his critics 
were being silenced. The evening before the rally, the privately- 
owned Planet TV was supposed to broadcast 'L'Anomalo 
Bicefalo, — “The Two-Headed Anomaly” — a play by Dario Fo, 
that starred the Nobel Prize winner and his wife, Franca Rame. 
But a few hours before it was supposed to air, there came 
an announcement that the broadcast would be temporarily 
suspended. Marcello Dell'Utri, a Forza Italia senator and close 
friend of the prime minister, was pursuing legal action because. 
he said the play defamed him. 

The play is a satire where, after being transplanted with part 
of Vladimir Putin's brain, Berlusconi repudiates his past, his lies 
and the controversial laws he's made. There are also references. 
made to Senator Dell'Utri and his links to the mafia. Dell'Utri 
is awaiting sentence in five trials, and he's also accused of 
laundering mafia money through Berlusconi's advertising firm, 
Publitalia 8o. Many Italians believe that Dell'Utri used the 
lawsuit to protect the prime minister. Planet TV eventually did 
broadcast The Two-Headed Anomaly, but without any sound. 

It was just the latest program of many to be censored from 
Italian TV since Berlusconi was elected. Comedian Sabina 
Guzzanti's *RaiOt" was recently cancelled by state TV after 
Berlusconi's Mediaset sued RAI. And two years ago, Enzo. 

"s “Il Fatto," Michele Santoro's "Sciuscià" and Daniele 
Luttazzi's "Satyricon," were cancelled and the writers fired 
from Rat because, according to the prime minister, they were 
using the state's TV channels in a criminal way. Biagi’s “crime” 
was having actor and director Roberto Benigni on his program 
to poked fun at Berlusconi. Santoro’s crime was having 
investigated Berlusconi's off-shore companies; Luttazzi's was 
having satirized the prime minister. 

On their website, Dario Fo and Franca Rame say it best: 
“It... certainly confirms that it is impossible to freely inform 
the television audience about essential facts of our political 
and social life, it confirms it is impossible to be satirical, in a 
nutshell, it is impossible to be free as our Constitution states.” 
Welcome to Berluland. 





























Anna Battista 


Publicis, a French advertising giant, 
and RATP, operator of the public transit 
mmers. 





“FED UP WITH ADS. 





gets repossessed with the words 
“ADVERTISING NUMBS YOU." Welcome 
to the latest skirmish in the battle for the 
mental environment. Anti-Pub, a French 
network several-hundred strong, ranging 
in ages from teens to mid-'60s, has been 
recasting the transit system’s ad space 

to disrupt the ersatz feeling of corporate 
calm. “Too many things, not enough 
poetry,” and “Advertising makes you 
aggressive,” now disrupts commuters’ 
rush-hour complacence. 


system, are trying to stop the 
Together, they've filed a lawsuit for $1.2 
million against 62 of them. 

* feel like I've been taken hostage 
by advertising, and this is the only way 
I can make my voice heard,” says one 
activist before defacing another erotic 
ad. “It’s joy,” says another, spraying 
paint over an ad. “It’s a real pleasure 
to finally be able to resist.” 











TOXIC CULTURE 
Among the first media reports 


in 2004 was a story that, were its 
implications not totally ignored, could 
have had the headline: “Depression 

Due to Toxic Culture, Not Chemical 
Imbalance.” 

The Associated Press story reported 
findings from a study published in the 
Journal of Epidemiology Community 
Health showing that Mexican- 
ans, while poorer than most 
Americans, nevertheless experience 
less depression. Those who live in 
neighborhoods with mostly other 
Mexican-Americans, the study reported, 
experiċnce fewer such problems because 
in essence they live more of a Mexican 
than American life. As a psychiatrist 
notes in the AP story, “In general, Anglos 
tend to think more about depression, 
whereas Hispanics will typically just 
tell me, ‘Times are tough, life is hard" 
vw. Their priorities are typically family, 
spirituality and religion. And these 
priorities seem to lend balance to stress 
in their lives and uplift their spirits.” 

The ecn report builds on a study 
published in 1998 in the Archives of 
General Psychiatry. It found that, 
when first arriving in the US, Mexican 
immigrants were healthier mentally than 
the Americans they settled among. The 
longer they stayed, however, the sicker 
they became. During the first 15 years, 
their chance of developing a mental- 
health problem was 18 percent, After 
13 years, whatever cultural protection 
their Mexican heritage offered them had 
worn off, with mental-health problems 
rising to the same level as the general 
population’s (a whopping 32 percent). 
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My workmates and I were whiling 
away another shift at an athletic 
footwear store in Melbourne. Sitting in 
the stock room, one eye on the security 
camera's TV screen and the other on the 
clock, I ran downstairs when an older 
gentleman and a younger man walked in 
the store. The first thing I thought about 
the older one was 'this guy reeks of cash." 

1 fitted him, taking care to give him 
good service, and indeed, he had lots of 
money. I took care to not make it known 
that I realized who he was, instead 
treating him like any other customer. 

He asked the price of the shoes; I replied 
“$149.95.” He seemed a little miffed at 
the price but bought the pair he first tried 
on, paying with three fifties out of a big 
wad of cash. 

The next day I checked the society 
pages of the paper to make sure he was 
who I thought. To my dismay, I was 
right. I have pinned Rupert Murdoch's 
fitting details on the wall at our store. 

He wears a size 12 US Brooks cross- 
trainer, has flat feet and half a size 
difference from his left foot to his right. 
1 regret that I couldn't muster the 
courage to tell him how I hated 
everything about him and his media 
empire whilst he was in presence. Such 
an opportunity is going to present itself. 
again. As my housemate said, "That's 
tantamount to fitting George Bush up. 
with footwear.” I doubt I would have 
said anything to Bush either. 

ANDREW NICHOLSON 

Melbourne, Australia 























he system is not workin 
Thirty-five million people live in 
poverty. Our rivers, lakes and occans 
are poisoned. Our DNA is saturated with 





carcinogens. Minor drug offenders go 
to prison. Alcohol and cigarettes kill 

more people per year than cocaine and 
heroin combined. One-thousand years 





of dominator culture has left us with 


monetary politics, suppression of the 
female and the hatred of nature. 
Ben Fredrick 
via email 


1 read your “World War IV” article 
[Adbusters #52] and I don't get it. 

T understand that the world we live in is 
not sustainable. The house is on fire, if 
you will, and we need to put it out. 

Bur after reading World War IV f'm 
wondering if you're on the right track 
to solving the problem. Part of your 
“kick-ass side of World War IV” includes 
placing stink bombs in bathrooms, 
offices and stores, and plugging up 
toilets. Huh? What does that have to 
do with lending a hand, some money, 
encouragement or love to people 
suffering on our planet? f'm impressed 
with the initiatives Adbusters has 
spearheaded (you're not all talk) but it 
seems have chosen to curse the darkness 
where I would prefer to light a candle. 

via email 














Lighting a candle won't change 
anything unless we also conduct civil 
disobedience on a massive scale. 
We need both rough and gentle souls 
to win the war. 

-eds 


Was the US a protector of freedom and 
democracy when they interrupted the 
Cuban Revolution and installed a string 
of horrible dictators, ending in Batista? 
Was the US the aegis for liberty when 
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thev murdered hundreds of thousands 
of Filipinos? What of the support for 
dictators, or the institution of slavery 

in a free society? What of the brutal 
murder of Fred Hampton, a noted 
Black Panther, by the FBI under the 
COINTELPRO program? What of Saddam 
Hussein, Ceausescu, Islam Karimov, 
Osam bin Laden, Suharto, and a whole 
list of dignified others? 

The US' official position after World 
War II was always to establish a grand 
area of capitalistic dominance in which 
democratic forms would only be 
tolerated if they did not infringe upon 
the need for profit. The only difference 


I work in the biology exhibit at a 
children's science museum. I feed and 
clean up after the animals on display 
mostly. Recently, our western green toad 
‘Aphrodite’ stopped eating. She only 
weighs two grams now. When the toad 
was taken to the vet, he diagnosed it 
with anorexia. When the staff heard his 
diagnosis they thought it was funny. 

I didn't. I said, “perhaps she doesn’t like 
being in a cage so she is on a hunger 
strike." They laughed at me too. It's been 
my job to force feed the toad a meal- 
worm every few days while she refuses 
to eat. I can't help but thinking she 
knows the only way she can escape the 


is the at the violations of freedoms 
and civil rights both here and abroad 
havé become blatant, a difference of 
paramount importance, but certainly 
not a sea change. 
FREDERICK BOURGALT 
via email 


cage is by dying. 
JESSIE STANDISH 
Novato, California 
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In The Middle Mind: why Americans Don't Think for Themselves, author 
Curtis White delves into the habits and institutions that constrain our imaginations 
and creativity in these troubled times. Unfortunately, he spends most of his time 
measuring the straitjacket we find ourselves in, and very little time explaining how 
we were put in it, or how we can get out. 

Americans are managed; says White, and encouraged not to think by three main 
culprits: entertainment, academic orthodoxy, and political ideology. These three 
demons have stifled dissent and turned us into passive receivers of Hollywood 
creativity. White trudges through pop culture and academic debates to find examples 
of our "poverty of the imagination,” although he also turns up “evidence that as a 
species we're simply too stupid to live.” 

Disney and Dreamworks provide products of the imagination for us, he says, so 
we can get on with our work without feeling that we're missing something. Bur it's a 
“Corporate Imagination,” that comes packed with reassurances about capitalism and 
America’s blessed role in the world. White angrily dissects Steven Spielberg's Saving 
Private Ryan and declares that his friends are too stupid to realize, as he does, that 
the movie comes laced with a heavy dose of American jingoism and justification of 
violence, But he fails to look into how his friends became so stupid, which seems to 
be the interesting question. 

As for answers to the dilemma, White has only vague ideas: great art must be 
created, he says, which will challenge our assumptions and lead us out of this morass. 
We must “learn to think change,” he says, but how we'll do that isn't clear. 

Certainly I agree with White that Americans desperately need critical thinking 
skills, and I too would prefer to live in a country where provocative art was preferred 
to comforting pap, and where people emerged from the Cineplex contemplating what 
it means to be a human being. By all means, let us rise up and challenge the dominant 
political narratives we're being force-fed. But we'll need to start with better thinking 
on the problem: White comes across as the cranky guy in the theater who's yelling at 
the movie screen. 

Eliza Strickland 





TOXIC MEDICINE 
Much has been said in the past 


year about prescription drugs killing 
people, with something like 100,000 
dying and 2 million experiencing severe 
side effects annually from medicines 
prescribed “correctly” in hospitals (the 
annual death rate from illegal drug use is 
about 20,000). | 

Less has been said, however, about 
the fact that most Rx drugs do not 
even work. As Steve Connor reported 
in January in The Independent, drug 
company execs now grudgingly admit 
this (“The vast majority of drugs - more 
than 9o percent - only work in 30 or 50 
percent of the people”), acknowledging 
as well that it’s near impossible for 
someone to find out how effective 
is the Rx drug they are taking. In a 
survey of ten drug firms conducted by 
The Independent, none could tell them 
where one can find how well medicinal 
products performed in clinical trials. In 
fact, the FDA allows big pharma to hold 
back these data from the public. 

The industry claims that providing 
data of effectiveness with prescriptions 
amounts to violating strict rules on 
advertising, But if big pharma can run 
ads on American television, why can't 
they publish data on effectiveness? The 
reality is that drug companies are failing 
to serve the public interest, while the 
FDA has become their front organization. 
Here, lack of transparency is key. Every 
step of the drug approval process needs 
to be brought into the light of day, and 
once a drug is approved, reports of 
adverse drugs effects to regulators must 
be required of physicians. This would 
eliminate the useless voluntary system in 
place today. Rx drugs can improve both 
the quality and length of our lives. It’s 
sad that the FDA has lost sight of this. 








All human beings are created different 
and every human being has the right to 
be mentally free and independent. 


Visit prozacspotlight.org where the aim 
is to foster these rights and freedoms. 


Join us there in conversation. 











AFTER THE CIVIL WAR 





BILLED AS... A GIFT OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF FRANCE TO THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF AMERICA,” 
THE STATUE OF LIBERTY'S ARM MADE IT TO PHILADELPHIA IN 1876; THE REST WAS 
FINALLY ASSEMBLED IN NEW YORK CITY IN 1886. 


18 7 X A US naval force attacked 

and captured five forts in Korea to punish 
"natives for raids on Americans, including 
the killing of the crew of the General 
Sherman, a merchant-marine schooner, 
and for firing on small crafts taking 
soundings up the Salee River. In a 

display of overwhelming power, 243 
Koreans were killed. Only four American 
soldiers died. 


188 $ In one of the first recorded 
uses of the phrase "gunboat diplomacy," 
the USS Wachusett was sent to 
Guatemala to protect American lives 
and property during unrest. 


18 91 Naval forces were sent to 
the Bering Strait for four months in an 
attempt to stop seal poaching. 


I 893 Political maneuvering 
between Hawaii's monarchy and 
wealthy American sugar-plantation 
settlers ran aground in January when 

18 settlers staged a coup. Before Queen 
Lili'uokalani could take measures to 
challenge them, the rebels established 
a provisional government with the 
support of US Minister to Hawaii, John L. 
Stevens. Marines were sent to protect 
American lives and property. President. 
Grover Cleveland disapproved of the 
annexation and fired Stevens. He called 
the move a “substantial outrage” and an 
act of war committed against a “feeble 
but friendly and confiding people.” His 
successor, President William McKinley, 
was of a different mind, however, and 

in 1898, Hawaii was formally annexed; 
no treaty was ever signed. This is still a 
bone of contention for many Hawaiians. 
even though the US Congress passed a 
resolution in January 1993 apologizing 
for American participation in the illegal 
overthrow of the Hawaiian government 
100 years earlier. 


18 94-1 8 9 5 Marines stationed 
in China at Tientsin infiltrated Peking 
during the Sino-Japanese War. A naval 
vessel was beached and used as a fort 
at Newchwang for protection of 
American nationals. 


I 899 US and British naval forces 
protected national interests at San Juan 
del Norte and Bluefields in Nicaragua 
during a military insurrection. 


I 899 US forces landed in Panama 
to protect American lives and property 
during the revolution for independence 
from Colombia that was provoked by 
the building of the Panama Canal. Once 
negotiations with Colombia collapsed, 
10 US warships aided the successful 
rebellion. With brief gaps, US marines 
were stationed on the isthmus from 
November 1903 through January 1914. 
Panama remained a US asset until 1999. 


I QOO US Marines and sailors were 
deployed for four months to protect 


foreign lives during the Boxer rebellion 

in China, mostiv at Peking. The uprising 
saw 53 Americans killed in action and 
235 wounded. For manv vears afterward, 
a permanent guard was maintained in 
Peking and was strengthened whenever 
trouble threatened. 


I9OT US forces protected American 
property on the Panamanian isthmus 
and kept transit lines open during 
revolutionary disturbances. ' 


I9O2 US forces protected American 
lives and propertv at Bocas del Toro, 
Panama, during a civil war. Later that 
vear, the US placed armed guards on all 
trains crossing the isthmus to keep the 
railroad line open, and stationed ships 
on both sides of Panama to prevent the 
landing of Colombian troops. 


1904 "We want either Perdicaris 
alive or Raisuli dead," said President 
Theodore Roosevelt in response to the 
kidnapping and ransoming of American 
citizen lon Perdicaris by the bandit Mulay 
Hamid El Raisuli. Roosevelt sent the Navy 
to flex its muscle off the coast of Tangier, 
Morocco, to force Perdicaris' release, 
using the incident to demonstrate that 
he wasn't afraid to use the “big stick." 

It was later revealed that back room 
negotiations and a ransom payment of 
$70,000 to Raisuli were the true bases 
for Perdicaris' release. When Roosevelt 
found out in the middle of the dispute 
that Perdicaris wasn't a US citizen, 
having forfeited his American passport 
for a Greek one years earlier, Roosevelt 
didn't call back the Navy fleet for fear 

of losing face. 


I90$ Us troops landed in Honduras, 
the first of four interventions over the. 
next six years. To protect American 
interests during a war between Honduras 
and Nicaragua in 1907, troops were 
stationed in Trujillo, Ceiba, Puerto 

Cortez, San Pedro Laguna and Choloma. 
In 1911, US naval detachments landed 

to protect American lives and interests 
during a civil war. This included restoring 


former President Manuel Bonilla over 

the legitimate, liberal-leaning government 
of Miguel Davila. These efforts were 
financed by American tycoon Sam 

"The Banana Man’ Zemurrary, later of 

the United Fruit Company, and led by an 
American mercenary, Lee Christmas, who 
later became commander-in-chief of the 
Honduran army. One of the first actions 
of the new Honduran Congress was to 
grant Zemurrary a large tract of land and 
waive his taxes for the next 25 years. 


I9O 6 us forces landed in Cuba 
and spent the next three years trying 
to restore order, protect foreigners and 
establish a stable government after 
popular insurrections. 


I9 IO Us forces landed in Nicaragua 
and stayed for several months to 
protect American interests at Bluefields. 
President José Zelaya had proposed that 
American mining and fruit companies 
be required to pay taxes and not be 
allowed exclusive business agreements 
with the nation. He subsequently allowed 
European firms into Nicaragua. The US 
forced him to resign through threat of 
force, and supported his replacement, 
Adolfo Diaz. 


IO II A marine guard landed at 
Shanghai, China, and forces were sent to 
other cities to protect American lives and 
property as disorder spread ahead of the 
coming nationalist revolution. 


I 9 12 US troops landed in Nicaragua 
to enforce American interests during an 
attempted revolution against the Diaz 
regime. The forces remained until 1934, 
charged with the task of "promoting 
peace and government stability." The 
US pursued this mandate by recognizing 
a show election where only 4,000 
Nicaraguans out of a population of 
572,000 were allowed to vote. The US- 
backed Diaz was the only candidate, 
and he was elected unanimously. At 

the time, American banks managed 

the country's shipping lanes, customs 
collection and railways. 


I9 12 Landing parties were 
repeatedly sent into China to protect 

US interests in a period spanning the 
Kuomintang rebellion and the invasion 
of China by Japan and finally ending with 
war with Japan. The guard at Peking 

and along the route to the sea was 
maintained through this period. 


I9IA During à revolutionary 
movement in the Dominican Republic, 
US naval forces used gunfire to stop. 
the bombardment of Puerto Plata, and 
maintained Santo Domingo City as a 
neutral zone by threat of force. 


I 9 4 undeclared Mexican-American 
hostilities raged on over the next three 
years following rebel Pancho Villa's 
raids and the Dolphin affair, where US 
sailors were detained by the Mexican 
army without reason. The threat of war 
between the countries was serious, with 
US Marines and naval forces occupying 
the city of Vera Cruz for six months. 
General 'Black Jack' Pershing pursued 
Villa's guerillas 400 miles into northern 
Mexican territory until withdrawing in 
early 1917. 


I915-193 4 Us forces 
maintained order in Haiti during a period 
of chronic insurrection. Haiti became 

an American protectorate following a 
treaty signed between America and the 
Haitian Senate. 


I9I 6-1 9 2.4 US marines occupied 
the Dominican Republic during a period 
of perpetual instability following 28 
revolutions in the previous 50 years. The 
US forces took over banks and customs 
houses, favoring large American-owned 
landholders and dislodging smaller 
peasant owners. This shift in control of 
land generated hostility, and by the time 
of withdrawal, 144 Americans had been 
killed in action, and 50 wounded. 


I 89 8 The us had sugar interests 
in Cuba, and kept clashing with the 
remnants of the Spanish empire in its 
backyard. The Spanish-American war 
secured American dominance over the 
Western hemisphere, and set a pattern 


for the American century that followed. 


Its flashpoint came with the sinking 
of the USS Maine in Havana's harbor; 
266 sailors died. Congress blamed the 
explosion on Spain, and declared war 
on April 25, 1898. Spain had large but 
poorly-maintained garrisons, and the 
US proceeded to strike Spanish forces 


beyond Cuba in a war lasting 113 days 
that saw 2,893 Americans killed in 
action. Under the Treaty of Paris, the 

US campaign to free Cuba from Spanish 
colonialism became an empire-building 
project of its own that brought it Guam, 
Puerto Rico and the Philippines. 


1899-1902. spain ceded the 
Philippines to the US for $20 million in 
compensation. Under Emilio Aguinaldo, 
Filipinos had supported the Americans 
against Spain, but they wanted 
independence, not new rulers. Aguinaldo, 


who had declared himself president of 
a republic, led a new fight against the 
Americans. President McKinley declared 
a policy of "benevolent assimilation" 
and sent a large number of American 
troops to put down the independence 
movement. The war degenerated into 
bloody guerilla fighting; 4,273 Americans 
were killed and 2,840 wounded. More 
than 20,000 Filipino soldiers and an 
estimated 500,000 civilians were killed. 


ADBUSTERS: Wasn't the American takeover of the Philippines an example of US imperialism? 

MICHAEL LIND: You can't understand the Spanish-American war except in terms of the German threat. After 
Bismarck unified Germany in 1871, it went from a collection of scattered states to the most 
powerful industrial country in Europe. Per capita it was richer than the US. The Germans 
saw the US as a potential threat and had desultory expansion plans. They wanted bases in 
the Caribbean, they sent war ships to intervene in Central America and they also wanted to 
take over the Philippines. The Spanish-American war was essentially a preemptive war to 
deny Spanish holdings in the Western Hemisphere from the Germans. When Admiral Dewey 
went into the harbor in Manila, the German fleet was there. It had been given instructions 
by Imperial Germany to seize the harbor if war broke out between the US and Spain. Most 
historians don't mention that because they figure the US was doing the dirty work of some 
corporation, when in fact, it was simply protecting its national security. 





MARK TWAIN 


Mark Twain had returned to the United States from a trek 

to Soutb Asia and South Africa just as the twentieth century. 
broke. His capacious worldview led bim to attack the 
increasingly global outlook tbat US foreign policy was taking. 
Writing that “an inglorious peace is better than a dishonorable 
war,” Twain called for America to immediately withdraw 
from its war with Spain, even if it meant a “loss.” He believed 
US foreign policy, sold at home as “benevolent,” was in fact 
coated with blood — highlighting why America should not 
aspire to become a world power. Elected vice-president of the 
Anti-Imperialist League, a, group virulently opposed to US 
aspirations to empire, Twain later wrote: “All war must be 
just the killing of strangers against whom you feel no personal 
animosity; strangers whom, in other circumstances, you would 
help if you found them in trouble, and who would help you if 


you needed it.” 






































AMERICANS MARCH VICTORIOUSLV THROUGH THE STREETS OF MANILA, 1898. 


A SPLENDID LITTLE WAR 


When artist Frederick Remington journeved to Cuba 

in 1897 to cover a small uprising against Spanish colonialists, 
he found little to report. “There is no war,” he wrote to his 
employer. “Request to be recalled." Remington's boss, William 
Randolph Hearst, cabled a response: “You furnish the pictures, 
PII furnish the war.” And that Hearst did. 

The Rupert Murdoch of his day, Hearst was dubbed the 
“father of yellow journalism” for encouraging fabricated news 
stories in order to sell papers and promote personal causes. 
Determined to increase circulation, he made the Spanish- 
American War a cause célèbre. After the uss Maine was 
mysteriously bombed while stationed in the Havana harbor, 
Hearst’s New York paper, the Journal, pounded the drums 
of war, devoting more than eight pages a day to the story. 
Other papers followed suit — the herd mentality was already 
well entrenched — and a torrent of headlines invented stories 
of Spanish cannibalism and other unsubstantiated atrocities. 
The Journal had learned the same lesson CNN would go on to 
confirm: war is good for the news business. 

Those who live by the sword tend to die by the sword, and 
almost half a century later a 24-year-old upstart named Orson 
Welles, riding high on the success of his controversial radio 
broadcast “War of the Worlds,” decided to make a movie 
about Hearst's life. It wasn't going to be any puff piece, either. 
In Citizen Kane (1941), Welles plays a media baron who, 








like Hearst, has a hankering for some military action against 
the Spanish. “Well, gentlemen,” he asks his newspapermen, 
“are we going to war? 

“Our readers are, anyway,” 
about the rest of the country. 

Hearst was an old man by the time Citizen Kane was 
made, but he hadn't weakened. When he learned about the 
film, he marshaled his media empire to try to stop its release. 
Hollywood studio executives, reacting to fears that Hearst’s 
papers would publicize buried scandals, banded together and 
offered to buy the film's negatives in order to burn them. Not 
a single review of Citizen Kane was ever published in a Hearst 
paper, but Orson Welles got plenty of ink. Accused of being a 
draft dodger and a Communist — the equivalent of a “terrorist” 
today — Welles became the subject of an Far investigation that 
found him “a threat to the nation’s internal security.” The 
plot to silence him almost worked. Many theaters refused to 
show the film, and it wasn't until well into the next decade that 
Citizen Kane began turning up on critics lists as one of the best 
films ever made. 

Asked why he never got into the film industry himself, 
Hearst said, "Because you can crush a man with journalism, 
and you can't with motion pictures." Citizen Kane proved 
a movie could do just as well. 





came the reply. “I don't know 














Deborah Campbell 


WORLD WARI 


When President Woodrow Wilson declared war on 
Germany and the other Central Powers in April 1917, he 
officially yanked America into the modern era. In his appeal to 
Congress, Wilson declared that the US was entering two-and- 
a-half-year-old world war alongside Britain and France because 
“The world must be made safe for democracy.” Government 
and industry joined forces to mobilize a disjunct nation of 100 
million; ending the policy of isolationism once espoused by 
leaders like Wilson himself, a Democrat who had just rode 

the slogan “He Kept Us Out 
of War” to reelection. 

In reality, America was 
involved in the hostilities 
from their start in 1914, while 
publicly professing neutrality. 
US businesses supplied cash, 
munitions and other goods 
to both the Central and the 
Allied powers; by early 1917, 
investment bank J. P. Morgan 
had loaned the latter about 
$30 billion in today's dollars. 
The Great War, as this hitherto 
‘unimaginably destructive 
imperial conflict was known, 
lifted noncombatant America 
out of recession. 

Despite a public appetite for 
battlefield heroics — Americans 
were beginning to forget 
the bloody lessons of the. 

Civil War 50 years earlier 

— Washington entered the 
fighting reluctantly. After more 
than.1oo US citizens died in 
the 1915 sinking of the British 
ship Lusitania, Wilson briefly 
convinced Germany to scale 
back its submarine warfare 

in the Atlantic. He tried to 
broker a peace, but in late 
1916 the Germans launched 
fresh attacks on Allied shipping that all but crippled American 
trade. Some anti-US German subterfuge in Mexico also 
followed. An exasperated Wilson issued the call for total war. 

Thanks to the draft and a sophisticated propaganda 
campaign that demonized "the Hun," American armed 
forces rapidly grew from 125,000 to five million. Many of 
these so-called Doughboys set sail for Europe, enduring the 
horrors of trench warfare on a continent their ancestors had 














ENLIST WITH THE SOLDIERS OF THE SEA 


MILITARY RECRUITING POSTER, 1917. 


fled in search of a better life. In 1918, they met the last great 
German offensives on the Eastern Front, (About 120,000 US 
soldiers perished in World War I, compared to 1.3 million 
French dead.) 

‘At home, working Americans of all backgrounds and ethnic 
groups got behind the war effort, under the proto-fascist 
eye of the government, The shift to combat readiness put an 
enormous strain on the country, but Wilson saw a way to 
harness its unrivalled industrial might. He set up a series of 
federal agencies — dominated 
by business leaders — to 
tightly control the production 
of food, fuel and material. 
Corporate America soon 
learned just how profitable 
a war economy could be: 

Meanwhile, military 
America supplemented 
its European offensives 
with entanglements on an 
impressive number of other 
fronts: Siberia (where US 
soldiers challenged the 
Bolsheviks until 1922), 
Mexico, Cuba, Haiti, 
Nicaragua, Panama and the 
Dominican Republic. For 
those doing the killing and 
dying, hope and glory gave 
way to disillusionment and 
shell shock. 

In January 1918, 10 months 
before World War I ended in 
defeat for Germany, Wilson 
unveiled his Fourteen Points 
to Congress. In them, the 
idealistic president outlined 
America’s war aims, promised 
fair treatment for the losers, 
and envisioned a peaceful 
world of mutual respect 
held together by “a general 
association of nations.” At the 1919 Paris Peace Conference, 
the Allies agreed to form the League of Nations. But sadly, 
America — now the world's greatest power — never joined: the 
US Senate refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles. Worse, 
it let Britain and France impose outrageous peace terms on 
Germany, setting the stage for World War Il. 





TO FIGHT 
IN FRANCE 
FOR FREEDOM 














Once America pulled the tigger, President Wilson 
realized how badly Britain and France needed his help to defeat 
Germany. To get the less-than-enthusiastic US public onside, 

in April 1917 he launched the first-ever large-scale propaganda 
campaign, overseen by a new government agency with an 
Orwellian title: the Committee on Public Information. The 
head of the CPI was George Creel, a social activist, investigative 
journalist and PR flack for progressive causes. Creel saw 
himself as Wilson's lieutenant in the fight for democracy 
abroad; he also cannily described the cpt as “the world's 
greatest adventure in advertising.” 

Like any good ad exec, Creel recognized that emotional 
appeals are the best way to influence public opinion. If 
safeguarding freedom meant manipulating and scaring the 
masses while pretending to give them the straight goods, then 
so be it. The cr had to convince the US — still a patchwork, 
polyglot nation of immigrants — to unite in holy war against 
a loathsome enemy. i 

Through print, film, billboards and carefully crafted 
gatherings, Creel delivered that patriotic message to Americans 
of all races and classes, in all their languages and vernaculars. 
Posters portrayed the German soldier as a merciless half-beast, 
often caught mid-atrocity. To back up these powerful overtures, 
Washington persecuted unbelievers with the Sedition and 
Espionage acts. 

The results were stunning. Pretty soon ordinary Americans 
were spying on their neighbors, lynching trade unionists and 
tarring and feathering fellow citizens of German extraction. 











WOODROW WILSON, NEOCON? 
Through the fuzzy tens of 


popular history, Woodrow Wilson 
comes across as a starry-eyed fellow 
who entered World War I as a matter 
of principle. That may be partly true, 
but often overlooked is the fact that he 


since. Besides attackin, 
troops into Cuba, H. 
Republic and Mexico. 





time for peaceniks, let 


Addams became chair 


Roosevelt's New Deal 





authored seven military interventions, 
more than any other US leader before or 





JANE ADDAMS, CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 
Even before America took up arms, its government bad no 


great courage that sociologist, autbor and activist Jane 
Addams (1860-1935) spoke against tbe Great War. In 1915, 


Women, but back home she faced scatbing criticism and got 
expelled from the Daughters of the American Revolution. 

FBI director J. Edgar Hoover allegedly called her “the most 
dangerous woman in America." After helping found the acLu 
and the NAACP, Addams continued to fight for social reforms, 
many of which found their way into President Franklin D. 


she received the Nobel Peace Prize. 





Frankfurters became “liberty sausages,” dachshunds “liberty 
dogs.” German music and books were banned, and visiting 
German artists were detained. 


and democracy were superior; Wilson 
the realist knew the world wouldn't 
roll over and start drinking Coke. So he 
assembled a big, scary army to chasten 
any rogue state or faltering empire that 
dared oppose his country’s economic 
expansion, From 
there, it was a 
short trip to regime 
change, the cynical 
coalition of the 
willing, and the 
neoconservative 
notion that you 
can bash the 
Middle East into 
embracing US 
values, whatever 
they are. At least 
Wilson could 
boast that he had 
real friends. 

Nick Rockel 


Wilson the idealist 
believed that American-style capitalism 


alone feminist ones. So it was with 


of the International Congress of 


during the Great Depression. In 1931, 















































BETWEEN THE WARS 


1917 Us forces landed in Cuba to 
protect American interests and uphold 
order during a prolonged period of 
struggle and insurrection. They also 
secured delivery of Cuban sugar to the 
US during World War I, and kept its price 
low. Most of the US armed forces left 
Cuba by 1919. 


I9I 8-1919 US troops entered 
Mexico in pursuit of bandits at least 
three times in 1918 and several times. 
in 1919. In August 1918, US and Mexican 
troops fought at Nogales. 


I9I 8 Following the Bolshevik 
revolution in October 1917, civil war 
broke out in Russia as the counter- 
revolutionary White army attacked 
the communists. In the summer of 
1918, 7,000 US Marines landed near 
Vladivostok to protect the American 
Consulate. Later that year, 5,000 
American troops joined an international 
contingent at Archangel. All the US 
forces had left by January 1920. 


I 9 2.O US forces landed in Guatemala 
to protect the American legation and 
other US interests during a two-week 
period of fighting between unionists and 
the government. 


I192.O A marine guard was sent 

to protect a US radio station and 
property on Russian Island in the Bay of 
Vladivostok, remaining for more than 
two years. 


1922 President Calvin Coolidge 
incited Guatemalan rebels to overthrow 
President Carlos Herrera for the 

good of the United Fruit Company. 
Herrera had refused to extend the 
company concessions. 


19 2.6 Us Marines arrived in 
Nicaragua after a coup d'état stirred up 
revolutionary activities that threatened 
American lives and property. By 1933, 
133 Marines had been killed in action 
and 66 injured. The US Secretary of 
State, Frank Billings Kellogg, justified 
intervention in the country on the 
grounds of a "Nicaraguan-Mexican- 


Soviet" conspiracy to establish a 
“Mexican-Bolshevist hegemony” within 
striking range of the Panama Canal. 


I 927 US Marines engaged in their 
first ever aerial dive-bombing attack, 
sending seven planes against Nicaraguan 
peasants who had surrounded American 
troops at Ocatal. More than 300 civilians 
were killed. 


192.7 Fighting at Shanghai, China 

led to US forces being increased to 
5,670 troops on land and 44 naval 
vessels at sea. In March, a naval guard 
was stationed at the American Consulate 
at Nanking after nationalist forces 
captured the city. US destroyers later 
fired shells to protect Americans and 
other foreigners. 


192 8 us forces took control over 
Nicaragua's military. They started a hunt 
for outlaw leader Sandino, who was 
preaching to mine workers about social 
inequalities and the need for change. 


193 3 During a revolution against 
President Gerardo Machado, naval forces 
demonstrated off Cuba. Unable to crush 
the popular resistance to his regime, 
Machado resigned. President Franklin 


Roosevelt wouldn't recognize the liberal 
provisional government; it lasted only 
17 days. FDR refused to send in troops 
as he was trying to break the US habit 
of armed intervention in Latin America. 
But with his blessing, Fulgencio Batista 
eventually emerged as dictator, after 
successfully crushing a pro-Machado 
coup attempt. 


1937 "He may be a son of a bitch, 
but he's our son of a bitch." So said 
President Roosevelt about Nicaraguan 
dictator Anastasio Somoza. With US 
approval and tacit support, Somoza 
controlled Nicaragua after overthrowing 
the legitimate government of Juan 
Sacasa. Once in power, he committed 
numerous human-rights violations and 
amassed land holdings the size of El 
Salvador. Two generations of his family 
ruled Nicaragua for the next 40 years. 


1941 President Roosevelt ordered 
the navy to patrol the shipping lanes 

to Europe in the spring. By July, US 
warships were convoying ships carrying 
Lend-Lease material to Europe, and by 
September they were attacking German 
submarines. In November, the Neutrality 
Act was partially repealed to protect US 
military aid to Britain. 


There isn’t a trick in the racketeering bag that the military gang is blind to. It has its 
"finger-men" to point out enemies, its “muscle-men” to destroy enemies, its “brain 
men" to plan war preparations and a "Big Boss" Super-Nationalistic Capitalism. 
It may seem odd for me, a military man, to adopt such a comparison. Truthfulness 
compels me to. I spent thirty-three years and four months in active military service 
as a member of this country's most agile military force, the Marine Corps. I served in 
all commissioned ranks from Second Lieutenant to Major General. And during that 
period, I spent most of my time being a high class muscle-man for Big Business, for 
Wall Street and for the Bankers. In short, I was a racketeer, a gangster for capitalism. 
I suspected I was just part of a racket at the time. Now I am sure of it. I helped make 
Honduras “right” for American fruit companies in 1903. I helped make Mexico, 
especially Tampico, safe for American oil interests in 1914. I helped make Haiti 
and Cuba a decent place for the National City Bank boys to collect revenues in. 
Thelped in the raping of half a dozen Central American republics for the benefits 
of Wall Street. The record of racketeering is long. I helped purify Nicaragua for the 
international banking house of Brown Brothers in 1909-1912. I brought light to the 
Dominican Republic for American sugar interests in 1916. In China I helped to see to 
it that Standard Oil went its way unmolested. During those years, I had, as the boys 
in the back room would say, a swell racket. Looking back on it, I feel that I could 
have given Al Capone a few hints. The best he could do was to operate his racket in 
three districts. I operated on three continents. 

— speech by Major General Smedley Butler, 1933 





PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII, DECEMBER 7, 1941 


AMERICA IN WORLD WAR II 
World War LI (1939-1945) was the mother of all 


freedom fights. Unlike its predecessor, this wasn't some 
imperial grudge match where the loser eats the cost: German 
dictator Adolf Hitler's plans for humanity ran much darker, 
to genocide and perpetual aggre 

Things were going his way before the US got involved in 
December 1941. Nazi armies had subjugated Europe and 
North Africa in a mechanized assault known as Blitzkrieg, 
or lightning war. Japan, Germany’s foremost ally, was 
systematically crushing its Asian neighbors. While people on 
three continents prepared for a fascist future under the Axis 
Powers, America took comfort in its geographic fortress of 
solitude. Most people opposed waging yet another war to 
bail out fractious old Europe. 

Then on December 7, 1941, the Japanese bombed the 
US Pacific Fleet moored at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Tokyo 
wrongly believed a preemptive strike would end Washington's 
interference in Asia. About 2,400 Americans died in this 
disaster, the first and last large-scale attack on US soil until 
ghin. 

The American public reacted with disbelief and outrage. 
Calling Pearl Harbor “a date which will live in infamy, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt immediately asked Congress to 
authorize war with Japan. Three days later, Germany and Italy 
declared war on the US, and the conflict Hitler started two 
years earlier engulfed the planet. 

Pearl Harbor gave Roosevelt his excuse to help the British, 
who had fought Germany virtually alone until the Nazis 
invaded Russia in mid-1941. Roosevelt knew what a threat 





sion. 








the Axis Powers were to his country’s security, In September 
1940 he had signed the first US peacetime conscription bill; 
that December, the newly reelected president told the American 
people that they must become “the arsenal of democracy.” 

His subsequent State of the Union speech envisioned a 

world governed by four fundamental freedoms: freedom of 
expression, freedom of worship, freedom from want and 
freedom from fear. 





The Lend-Lease Act of March 1941 ended US neutrality, 
supplying Britain, Russia and China with weapons, food and 
other aid. But it was Pearl Harbor that transformed America 
from an inward-looking nation into a dominant power. Its 
130 million citizens shook off the lingering effects of the Great 
Depression: industrial output tripled, and by war's end the 

US was producing more military hardware than the rest of 

the world combined. Enlistment in the armed forces swelled 
to 16 million. 

On the Eastern Front in Europe, with the Russians buying 
them time by dying in the tens of millions, US and other Allied 
forces routed the Germans in North Africa and invaded Italy. 
America had never fought in a war that so cruelly targeted 
civilians. After a failed policy of daylight "strategic bombing," 
the US Air Force adopted Hitler's methods, eventually 
participating in the fire-bombings of Dresden and other 
German cities. 

Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
named US general and future president Dwight D. 

Eisenhower supreme commander of the 160,000-strong Allied 
Expeditionary Force, which invaded Normandy on June 6, 

















1944. Fortunately for the Allies, Hitler was now personally 
commanding the German army; he made the fatal decision 

to focus on the Western Front, abandoning Germany to the 
advancing Russians. During the winter of 1944, American Gls 
broke the Nazis in the Battle of the Bulge. The Allies crossed 
the Rhine in March 1945; Germany surrendered on V-E Day, 
May 8. Roosevelt died before the armistice, and was succeeded 
by Harry S. Truman. 

In the Pacific, General Douglas MacArthur had swiftly 
engaged the Japanese Navy, winning the 1942 battles of 
Midway and the Coral Sea. America then began a long and 
bloody push toward Japan itself. In early 1945, with its 
air force leveling Japanese cities, the US got ready for an 
invasion. But President Truman chose to avoid further losses 
by deploying a devastating new weapon. On August 6, 1945, 
the Enola Gay dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima; 
another fell on Nagasaki three days later. Japan surrendered 
unconditionally. The war was over. 

Without America’s heroic efforts in World War II — which 
left an estimated 6o million dead, including more than 400,000 
US troops - the Nazis would almost certainly have triumphed. 
Yes, the US emerged the strongest and richest nation on earth, 
and wasted little time before engaging the Soviet Union in a 
"cold" war. But it's no great exaggeration to say that people 
everywhere still owe their basic freedoms to the bravery of 
America's citizen soldiers at Normandy, Guadalcanal and 
the Ardennes. 








THE US WAR EFFORT 
“I fear that we have awakened a 


sleeping giant,” Japanese vice-admiral 


President Roosevelt set unreachable 
goals for weapons production. Although 


Millions of troops 


—— are on the move... 


SYOUR t trip necessary? 




















$300-billion cost of the war by 
patriotically paying their taxes, a new 


Isoroku Yamamoto is reported to have 
said of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
America may have been a military also- 
ran in 1941, but even in the aftermath 

of the Depression it was an industrial 
powerhouse, with an abundance of 
unemployed workers ready to jump onto 
the assembly line. To mobilize the public, 





the government kept large corporations 
like General Motors happy by awarding 
them most of the contracts, the average 
wage rose almost 70 percent, and 
millions of women joined the workforce 
for the first time. Two years after Pearl 
Harbor, more than half of all Allied 
munitions came from America. 

With this 
unprecedented 
economic boom 
on the home 
front came huge 
social upheaval. 
While one in 
nine Americans 
served in the 
military, the rest 
moved wherever 
the best wages 
were, especially to 
the West Coast. 
Citizens helped 
bankroll the 








experience for many of them after 
the Revenue Act of 1942 lowered the 
personal exemption. Otherwise, it was 
difficult to spend money: Washington 
issued ration cards for products like 
gasoline, sugar and meat, and textiles 
and metals got diverted to the war effort. 
Travel restrictions and censorship were 
other everyday hardships. 

By any standard, America's domestic 
mobilization for World War II was 
remarkable achievement. US workers 
became two and five times more 
productive than their German and 
Japanese counterparts, respectively, 
finishing the war with an output that 
included 300,000 planes, 7,300 ships, 
million trucks and 40 billion 
bullets. This fearsome array of weaponry 
saved thousands of American lives by 
dramatically reducing the number of 
troops needed on the battlefield. 






































THE SPOILS OF WAR 
As fighting wound down in 


Europe, US intelligence teams scoured 
Germanv and Austria for advanced 
military technology — and, more 
importantly, for the bright people 
who created it. In the short term, 
the Americans wanted these weapons 
experts to help them accelerate the defeat 
of Japan. But they also had peacetime 
uses for great minds like Wernher von 
Braun, father of the V-2 rocket, a guided 
missile that terrorized London during 
the Blitz 

Between 1945 and 1955, according to 
investigative reporter Linda Hunt, the 
Joint Intelligence Objectives Agency ran 
a secret operation codenamed Paperclip. 
It brought the V-2 inventor and some 
1,500 of his colleagues to the home of 
the brave, skirting State Department. 
rules banning Nazis and war criminals. 
Von Braun —a former SS officer who had 
been complicit in Nazi slave labor — set 
to work beefing up America’s Cold War 
arsenal, He later joined NASA, becoming 
AT HAPPENED TO MEF WAT WAPPENED LEUTE a key figure in the US space program. 
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THE WESTERN PRESS 
GAVE FEW DETAILS OF 
SUFFERING IN WWII, 
LEAVING ARTISTS TO FILL 




















IN THE DETAILS. 


nay JEANETTE RANKIN 
a In 1916, Jeanette Rankin was elected to the US House of Representatives — the first 

ġà | woman elected to the US Congress — four years before women had the right to vote 

nationwide. In 1917 she voted against US entry into the Great War and consequently 
lost her bid for election to the Senate in 1918. She did not run for Congress again 
until 1940, when she was again faced with the decision to vote against entry into a 
world war. After voting no, she once again lost her seat, and nearly her life. JEK later 
said of her that “Few members of Congress have ever stood more alone while being 
true to a higher honor and loyalty.” In 1968, 51 years after going to Washington, 
the 88-year-old led more than 5,000 women in protest, demanding the US withdraw 
from Vietnam. The group called itself the Jeannette Rankin Brigade. 
































WHILE WAR STILL RAGED IN THE PA NDS FLOCKED TO MANHATTAN TO CELEBRATE THE DEFEAT OF THE NAZIS, MAY 8, 1945. 








The scene opens with Minotaur, middle-aged and fat with muscle, 
slumbering in his labyrinth on an extravagant divan. Enter Theseus, 

a black man leaving a trail from a ball of thread, which he gently rolls 
across the stage over sheets of drawings. He approaches the Minotaur 
and stands over him to deliver his musings. 


THESEUS: — So here he is, the Monster, the Beast, Devourer of Hope, Dark Consumer. 
Predator is now Prey. My blood hastens with excitement. The hunt! The 
slaughter. I will punish you, I will beat you until I alone breathe in this dank 
den. But wait, now he sleeps, drool on his pillow, dreaming of power, of lust, 
of murder, of boiling mud. And if I were to harness these dreams, bring this 
muscle and drive to do my bidding, to spread my reign thoroughly into the 
dàrk chasms of night as well as across the well-lighted hills of day, to saturate 
every corner of the mind with my will, I could lord over light with this sable 
force. No, this is not my aim. I am an adventurer on a ramble who chooses 
not to cling. 


He sets on the Minotaur, pummeling his chest, belly and face to the groans of pain from the 
Minotaur and crack of broken bones. Blood issues from the face of the Minotaur and he . 
raises his arm as Theseus steps back, his hands bloody. 


MINOTAUR: What hast thou done? Thou, who hath been guided by luck and good looks? 
Thou splinter of light. Thou hast turned me to hamburger, thou hast cracked 
my prime ribs, chucked my t-bone and rounded my porterhouse with thy 
relentless fists. Fists made of fingers, thumbs and knuckle, Tightened solidarity 
of intention, unified mission of violence; thou hast not opened thy palm to 
assuage, to calm, to befriend; thou hast brought thy hands against me together 
as weapons. Ah, thou art one with whom I might have an understanding. 
Come to me, this I like. 

What are you suggesting? 

Only this-that what is in me is part of thee. 

THESEUS: — Yes, so you say between your belches putrid with half-digested meat besotted 
with bodily fluids. You propose partnership, collaboration. With what? 

Half animal, half man. Hybrid, I am not done. Murderer. Cannibal. I might 
also be half-chewed morsels churning in your gut. I might be part of you, 
within you if I did not move fast with quickened thoughts. 

MINOTAUR: Thou art callow. Thou hast not looked at me. Thou hast not looked at 
thyself. For I am the night and thou art the day and together we are one. 

Fear and Hope. 

THESEUS: — No, Beast, Lam not you. I will not have you. I will clean you from the mind. 
You will be purged, deleted, removed. You are disgusting, artificial, an 
unnatural blend. Animal and sapiens homo, l-am Man unmitigated, unpolluted. 
I speak for all men and for none in particular. I am the voice and the arms of 
the people. I am here to free men’s minds. I am the Republic. 

MINOTAUR: lam the cornerstone of Civilization; without me discipline and structure will 
disintegrate. Men must be corralled and punished. It gives men meaning. 
Order must be enforced. Men must be held in check. I am the Law. Only 
Victory is holy. 











Theseus sets upon the Minotaur once again, delivering rapid-fire punches crushing the 
Minotaur's chest. The Minotaur is groaning and dripping blood. 


MINOTAUR: Ah, thou hast murdered me, attacking me defenseless as I dreamed. Thou 
art a coward, a sniveling mama’s boy rushing impetuous into my earthen 
realm of woven hollows, my secrets, your secrets. Mindless pup, you had no 
plan of exit previous to the connivance of Woman. Without Woman thou 


wouldst have perished among my stones, even if thou hadst accomplished thy 
adventure. Thou art attached by a mere cord, an apron string. Yet a filament 
of communication with society, for it was not even Woman's idea to use that 
threaded trace, but the idea of the selfsame architect of my prison who held 
a solution to marking the trail. He let an ant find its way through an ocean 
shell howling with echoes of the sea. And thou art now an ant in this endless 
honeycomb of allevs and dead ends, the circular plight of my lonely mind, the 
hapless fate of him without companionship. I have turned into myself, eating 
the flesh of myself in eating the flesh of my brothers and sisters. Unheard and 
shunned by society I lick and chew l feel with my lips and my tongue and 

my teeth, Blind, I grope. I am pathetic. No, I have not been so lucky. I am a 

product of the dark sweaty heat of my mother. My mother drawn panting to 

the mouth watering size of my father's tender balls and cock, his enormous bull 
essence. My father was tricked into coupling with my mother, the slut. 

Lam the abandoned and forsaken, residue of her passions condemned to shuffle 

and snort in this purgatory of wordless murk, an abomination unwilling and 

innocent awaiting the dawn that never comes. I am a victim of Woman while 
thou harvesteth her adoring favors, Without the female thou art lost. I am the 
true man here, Thou art a small lap bitch, nothing, limp, a contemptible pussy. 

My pendulous member is huge with weight. 

And your sister, Ariadne, that homely whore who would betray her family, 

her house? That bitch is on my tip. I played her with my persuasive looks, 

a glance, a wink, she is mine. But when the time is right I will have to lose her. 

It would only be politic for me to cut her loose once this chore is done, 

after all, I could never bring her home to meet my father. 

MINOTAUR: Thou Pimp. Thou panderer. Huckster. Swaggering, swaying with pomp and 
deceit. I, at least, am honest in my intentions. 

THESEUS: — You have spoken enough. You are my enemy, my Oppressor, the Greedy 
Hunger of Fear and Hate. You may not eat my shadow though you hide in 
it, Lam the Hero, the Light and if I cling to you I will sink into intestinal 
degeneration. I will relinquish power while you are left to grasp at it helple: 
here in your filthy corner, I must turn from these lusts and you must be 
extinguished. You are Oil. You are Wall Street. You are Empire. 




















Theseus for the third and final volley of blows batters Minotaur, who groans. 


MINOTAUR: Iam celebrated above. I have mystique. People wonder about me, I am Sex- 
heavy, I am a star. I have people sending me pictures, signing inquisitive letters 
asking about my daily habits. Fuck people. I eat people alive. I am Power. 

THESEUS: — Yes, you are power and I am the powerless. But I have won. The weak are 
triumphant. You are broken, the progeny of depraved and dripping salacious 
animal wants. I have come upon your sleeping hulk steeping in perverse dreams 
and dispatched you forever because I am awake. 

MINOTAUR: Awake forever? Think about forever, thou flaccid weakling. Sleep will overtake 
thee and lard will fill up thy brain. Alone no one can remain awake. The circle 
cometh round. I am always here. I will triumph, thou wilt stumble in thy 
weakness, thou cunt, thou fag. They want me. I want them. I am hungry. 


Theseus drags the bloodied and broken body of Minotaur who is still alive to the center of 
the stage. He then returns to the divan and brushing aside the drawings assumes the former 
reclining posture of Minotaur on the divan, except that he forgoes the stone pillow, bis head 
cradled in hand propped on his arm. He looks about content. 


MINOTAUR: My maps, my maps, if only I could think in straight lines. 
THE END 


Chris Hammerlein 
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AFTER WORLD WAR II 


By 1945, mighty America had become leader of the free world. Germany and Japan were 
transformed post-war into docile commercial states, and billions of Marshall Plan dollars 
helped rebuild the shattered European economies. A Soviet threat emerged, however, and 

the Cold War defined the next 45 years. Proxy wars, the space race, spy games, diplomatic 
standoffs, Olympic boycotts, nuclear proliferation and Mutually Assured Destruction defined 
the times. Halting communism was the goal — and never mind how: covert operations, coups, 
support for terrorists and interference in national self-determination movements were all 
justified as means to the only end that counted. 


19,4 5 Japanese occupation of 

the Korean peninsula ended with the 
conclusion of World War II. The peninsula 
was subsequently divided between 
Soviet and US control. South of the 38th 
parallel, the US established direct military 
rule which lasted until 1948. 


I94 6 The Us Army opened the 
School of the Americas (SOA) in Panama 
to "modernize" and "professionalize" 
Latin American armies. Since then, 

more than 60,000 SOA students have 
learned about counter-insurgency, 
weapons training, psychological warfare 
and interrogation techniques. With 
many dictators, assassins and general 
hatchet men among its graduates, the 
SOA is held in contempt throughout Latin 
America. Famous grads include Panama's 
Manuel Noriega, Bolivia's Hugo Suarez 
and the murderers of El Salvador's 
maverick Archbishop Oscar Romero. 
The SOA was moved to Fort Benning, 
Georgia in 1984 and rechristened the 
"Western Hemisphere Institute for 
Security Cooperation' (WHISC) in 2001. 
Defenders of the institution argue that 
no school should be held liable for the 
actions of some of its graduates. They 
also point out that every class includes at 
least eight hours of instruction in human 
rights and democracy. Critics, however, 
find it unlikely that the WHISC is any 
better than its predecessor. They point 
to manuals such as the one disclosed 
by the Pentagon in 1996 that referred to 
"eliminating potential rivals," "obtaining 
information involuntarily," and the 
“neutralization” of people. 


194 8 Marines were dispatched to 
Nanking, China to protect the American 


embassy when the city fell to Communist 
troops, and to Shanghai to aid in the 
protection and evacuation of Americans. 


19 Dos I9 5 3 Atleast 2.5 million 
people died in the fighting that followed 


the invasion of the south bv Communist 
North Korea on June 25, 1950. Soviet- 
supplied troops swept across the 

38th parallel that divided the countrv, 
capturing Seoul in two davs. The United 
Nations demanded their withdrawal to 
no avail, authorizing force for the first. 
time in its short history. Korea had 
been a strategic afterthought for the 
Americans to that point, but President 
Truman could not afford to be seen as 
Soft on communism. The UN placed 

its forces under US control, and a 
counterattack began from the country's 
Southeast tip. The North Koreans were 
pushed back to the Chinese border, at 
which point the Chinese Army joined 
the fighting. A stalemate at the 38th 
parallel eventually ensued, and President. 
Eisenhower ended the war after issuing 
nuclear threats. American military 
casualties ran at 36,940 dead and 
92,134 injured. 


1950-1963 The seeds of the 
Vietnam War were sown when the 
Americans rejected nationalist resistance 
leader Ho Chi Minh's pleas for relief 
from French colonial occupation, siding. 
with Emperor Boa Dai's regime instead. 
Ho then turned to the Chinese for help. 
In 1950, a US Special Forces Military 
Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG) 
arrived in Saigon and began supervising 
the French use of US-provided military 
equipment. By the end of 1950, the 

US was paying for half of France's war 


expenditure in Vietnam. In April 1953, 
the CIA's Civil Air Transport (also known 
as "Air America") began flying tanks and 
other heavy equipment to the French. 
These airdrops were soon expanded 

to Laos. By 1955, the first US military 
training detachments arrived in South 
Vietnam and began fighting alongside 
South Vietnamese forces. In addition, 
the US gave $40 million in arms to the 
South Vietnamese Army. On November 1, 
1963, the South Vietnamese military led 
by General Duong Van Minh, overthrew 
prime minister Ngo Dinh Diem. President. 
John F. Kennedy had protected Diem 

in the past but this time instructed the 
US State Department and Ambassador 
Lodge in Saigon to support the coup. 

By then the war had become an 
American conflict, rather than a South 
Vietnamese struggle with US aid. 
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1953-1979 Not long after 

he threatened to nationalize British. 
Petroleum holdings, Iranian leader 
Mohammed Mossadegh was overthrown 
in a military coup backed by the CIA 

and approved by President Eisenhower. 
He was replaced by the dictatorship of 
the Pahlevi Shah. In 1957, the CIA and 


British intelligence created the SAVAK 


secret police for the Shah. Soon after, 
SAVAK began infiltrating Iranian society 
as well as spying on Iranian students. 
Overseas. Its 15,000 employees had full 
authority to arrest and detain anyone 
indefinitely. Virtually independent from 


the start, the Shah himself created the 
Special Intelligence Bureau, based in 

one of his palaces, just to keep tabs on 
SAVAK. The SAVAK organization became 
notorious for its brutality and use of 
torture against any opponents of the 
Shah's regime. In 1978, SAVAK responded 
to civil unrest with a massive crackdown, 
killing as many as 15,000 Iranians and 
wounding or maiming another 50,000. 

It was finally outlawed and dismantled 
after the Islamic Revolution and much of 
its leadership that remained in Iran was 
promptly executed. 


You know you've pissed people off when they call 
you “the Great Satan.” Granted, Iran’s venomous nickname 
for the US is a little hyperbolic, but anti-American Iranians do 
have some legitimate grievances beyond blind prejudice. Those 
who lived under the rule of the Shah from 1953 to 1979 often 
associate the US with the worst offenses of that period. After 
all, the cia helped bring the Shah to power in 1953 and trained 
his brutal secret service, SAVAK. Still, it’s one thing to critique 
the US, and quite another to demonize it. Can any country 
really be that bad? 

The fundamentalist clerics who helped unseat the Shah in 
1979 thought so. As did the fanatics who took 52 Americans 
hostage in the US embassy that year. They were motivated in 
part by fears the US was drawing up plans for another pro-US 
coup, but were also simply 
resentful of America 
meddling in their country 
for three decades. So they 
didn’t mind driving a 
massive wedge between the 
US and Iran that would 
persist for 20 years. 

Today, many older Iranians still perceive the US as the Great 
Satan but the under-30 crowd sees things differently. They 
don't know much about the 1953 coup or the training of SAVAK 
and weren't involved in the revolution. They like American 
pop culture and watch Iranian variety shows beamed in from 
Los Angeles. Many see the US as a model for democracy and 
a beacon of freedom. George Bush's kind of people, in other 
words. Even some of the older generation are losing their. 
anti-US vitriol as they realize that their own government is 
responsible for most of their present grief. 

Iranians got so wrapped up'in America-bashing that they 
were unable to recognize that US interventions in their country 
haven't been all bad. Iran specialist Mark Gasiorowski thinks 
that too many Iranians fail to properly credit the US for 
preventing the Soviet Union from annexing northwestern Iran 
= and 25 percent of the country’s population — during the 











“Installing the Shah of Iran was the first CIA- 
run coup against a foreign government that 
was kept secret from the American public. 


Azerbaijan Crisis of 1946. What's more, American efforts to 
modernize Iran's armed forces throughout the sos, 60s and 
705 protected it from further incursions by the Soviet Union 
or any other neighboring country. And that firmed-up military 
capacity came in especially handy in the post-revolution era, 
when Iran had to defend itself against über-villian Saddam 
Hussein during the Iran-Iraq war. Gasiorowski is no apologist 
for the nefarious schemes the US has hatched in Iran, but he 
argues that the history of the relationship between the two 
countries is too ambiguous to be characterized simply as good 
or bad. 

It’s hard to imagine the hostage crisis today, though it's safe 
to bet George W Bush would have tackled the situation with 
greater bravado than Jimmy Carter. More than that, Iran and 
the US have recently made 
important, albeit halting, 
efforts at rapprochement. 
In neighboring Iraq, 
the Supreme Council 
for Islamic Revolution 
in Iraq (scrrt) - which 
was created by Iran and serves as a proxy in many ways 
— has been downright helpful to the US. As one of country’s 
most important Shi'ite parties, the sciri’s support for the 
US-led war and subsequent cooperation with Uncle Sam has 
been invaluable. And this past fall, Iran put smiles on Bush 
administration faces when it agreed to open up its nuclear 
weapons development program to international inspections. 
For its part, the US has toned down its anti-Iran rhetoric 
since the “Axis of Evil” jibe in 2002 and recognizes the 
value of warm relations with a country that has considerable 
influence in both Iraq and Afghanistan, two of the US's biggest 
headaches. According to Gasiorowski, while the US-Iran 
relationship still has plenty of warts, the thrust of the past 
year’s rapprochement is cause for optimism. 

But can Iranians really be ready to make a deal with 
the devil? 


- Chalmers Johnson 


Nicholas Klassen 
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For Guatemalans, the 1944 coup looked to be, finally, 
a step in the right direction. The new populist government 
established freedom of the press, legalized labor unions, gave 
equal rights to women and Mayan Indians, and set a one-term 
limit for elected presidents. In 1951 a man named Jacobo 
Arbenz was elected president, and things started to really 

heat up. 

Arbenz's ideas put him on a collision course with the 
thousand-pound gorilla in the country: the United Fruit 
Company. With 550,000 acres on the Atlantic coast reserved 
for its banana operations, the company was one of Guatemala's 
largest landowners. It also had a transportation monopoly with 
its International Railways of Central America (IRCA), and ran 
the country's primary port. 

The new president picked his first fight when he built a 
highway to the Atlantic in an attempt to compete with the 
inca. But Arbenz’s most important goal was agrarian reform. 
He passed a law that allowed the government to expropriate 
uncultivated portions of large plantations; that land would 
then be distributed to landless peasants in small plots and 
the plantation owners would be compensated in government 
bonds. Since 85 percent of United Fruit’s holdings weren't 
cultivated, the company became Arbenz's main target. 

United Fruit executives started a media campaign in the 
US calling Arbenz a communist threat, and evidence of the 
Soviet Union’s expansion in the western hemisphere. Among 
other devises, the company published a book called “Report 
on Guatemala,” which claimed that the agrarian reforms were 
planned in Moscow, and distributed the book to Congressmen. 
United Fruit had strong ties to the Eisenhower administration, 
and in 1954 the administration gave the c1A the thumbs up to 



































make a move in Guatemala. A Guatemalan colonel and rival of 
Arbenz, Carlos Castillo, was picked as the coup leader, and his 
troops were trained by the c1a in Nicaragua. It’s thought that 
United Fruit provided a large chunk of money to finance the 
rebels and buy them weapons. 

In June 1954 the rebels swept in, and quickly defeated 
Arbenz. In Arbenz’s last radio speech, he stated: “They 
have used the pretext of anti-communism. The truth is very 
different. The truth is to be found in the financial interests of 
the fruit company and the other US monopolies which have 
invested great amounts of money in Latin America and fear 
that the example of Guatemala would be followed by other 
Latin countries.” 

Castillo was named president, and the Eisenhower 
government immediately recognized him as the legitimate 
Guatemalan government. Two of Castillo’s first acts were 
reversing the Agrarian Reform Law and criminalizing 
union activities. In a move that delighted the American 
government, he also created a National Committee of Defense 
Against Communism. 

Castillo didn’t last long as president. He was assassinated 
in July 1957, and a civil war was ushered in that would last 
for 36 years. Over the course of that time, thé Guatemalan 
Commission for Historical Clarification estimates that over 
42,000 people were killed, with 93 percent of the killings 
done by government intelligence agencies and paramilitary 
groups. Many more were subjected to torture and rape. 

The Commission also says that the wholesale slaughter of 
the Mayan people classifies as genocide. 
Eliza Strickland 


I Q 5 4 President Eisenhower funded 
a Right wing military coup against the 
popular, Indian-dominated government 
of Jacobo Arbenz in Guatemala. Arbenz 
had expropriated 234,000 acres of 

land owned by Rockefeller's United 
Fruit Company, although the company 
was offered compensation (based on 
its fraudulent tax records). CIA-trained 
insurgents led by Carlos Castillo took 
power and proceeded to return all the 
land seized from United Fruit, abolished 
the tax on interest and dividends to 
foreign investors, eliminated the secret 
ballot for elections and jailed thousands 
of political critics. Both Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles and his brother CIA 
Director Allen Dulles were investors in 
United Fruit. 


19 57 After years of financing 
Indonesia's political opposition, the CIA 
launched operations against Indonesian 
President Sukarno in 1957. It set up. 
headquarters in Singapore and training 
facilities throughout South East Asia 

for anti-Sukarno political insurgents. 

US Navy submarines transported the 
rebels into Sumatra, and US Air Force 
planes dropped weapons for them. After 
the fighting began, Indonesia's military 
attaché to Washington, Colonel Alex 
Kawilarung defected and became the 
CIA's frontman. CIA pilots engaged in 
bombing missions, and in one instance, 
hit a public marketplace on a Sunday, 
killing hundreds of Christians on their 
wax to church. Three days after the 
attack, Indonesians successfully downed 
a CIA plane and captured its pilot, 

Allen Lawrence Pope. He was held 
prisoner for four years. This incident 
was an embarrassing confirmation of US 
involvement ,and led the US to withdraw 
support. By July 1958, the revolt had 
been crushed. A US Senate select 
committee later found there was "some 
evidence of CIA involvement in plans to 
assassinate President Sukarno." 


1957-1974 The cia Civil 


Air Transport ("Air America") began a 
prolonged offensive against Laos in 

1957, with 16 helicopters stationed 40 
miles south of Vientiane, Laos. The forces 
supplied the Hmong rebels in their battle 
against the Pathet Lao. This conflict 
gradually became entangled in America’s 
Vietnam conflict. By 1965, US Green 
Berets and South Vietnamese troops 
were engaged in covert, cross-border 
operations into Laos, and US air sorties 
over the country numbered 10 to 20 per 
day. Still, this conflict was known as the 
Secret War. The last CAT flight over Laos 
was on June 3, 1974, by which time 100 
CAT personnel had died. 


195 8 Lebanon's pro-American 
government invited 8,000 US Marines 
to help protect against the threat 

of insurrection. Lebanese President 


Chamoun insisted on implementation 
of the Eisenhower Doctrine, which 
stated the US “would use armed force 
to assist any [Middle East] nation . . . 
requesting assistance against armed 
aggression from any country controlled 
by international communism.” Chamoun 
wanted a largely symbolic US presence 
in the country following the July 14 
coup in Iraq, and threats from Syria. 

By November, after a UN-negotiated 
settlement, the troops were withdrawn. 


19 $ 9 Francois ‘Papa Doc’ Duvalier 
became president of Haiti in 1957. He 
later declared himself president-for- 

life. Duvalier's regime was particularly 
brutal, as told by a Haitian: 'Duvalier has 
performed an economic miracle. He has 
taught us to live without money .. . to 
eat without food . . . to live without life.” 
His police force was called the Tonton 
Macoutes (Créole for 'Bogevman') 

and armed with machetes. In 1959, 

US Marines arrived in Haiti to serve as 
military advisors and bolster Duvalier's 
regime; later that year they helped put 
down an insurrection. The commander 
in charge of the US operation, Colonel 
Robert Debs Heinl Jr., claimed that a 
State Department Undersecretary told 
him: "Colonel, the most important way 
you can support our objectives in Haiti 
is to help keep Duvalier in power so 

he can serve out his full term in office, 
and maybe a little longer than that if 
everything works out." By the time Papa 
Doc died in 1971, his Tonton Macoutes 
had killed tens of thousands of Haitians 
and tortured countless thousands more. 


I 960 After Jose Maria Velasco 
Ibarra was elected president of Ecuador, 
he refused American demands that he 
break relations with Cuba and crack 
down on communists. The US proceeded 
to infiltrate Ecuadorian political groups, 
both Left and Right, and create bogus 
organizations to agitate political 
disturbances. A CIA officer established 

a group called the Ecuadorian Anti- 
Communist Front. Since that name 


was already taken by a legitimate group, 
however, he had to change the title to 
Ecuadorian Anti-Communist Action. The 
CIA also penetrated the postal service 
and the immigration department to 
collect intelligence. Alll this interference 
culminated with the overthrow of 
Velasco, who was replaced by Carlos 
Julio Arosemana, a paid CIA employee. 
Arosemana proved to be as difficult 

as Velasco and was replaced with a 
military junta. It immediately outlawed 
communism, suspended civil liberties, 
cancelled the 1964 elections and used 
the CIA's Subversive Control Watch List 
to round up leftists. 


I9 62. The cia began an operation 

in Brazil to prevent Joao Goulart from 
taking control of Congress, giving millions 
of dollars to anti-Goulart candidates. 

The US feared a "drift to the Left" under 
his leadership even though Goulart was 

a millionaire landowner who had offered 
a toast "to the Yankee victory!" after the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. Next, a CIA-backed 
military coup overthrew Goulart's elected 
government and installed General 
Castelo Branco as leader. Branco, 

with help from the CIA, created Latin 
America's first death squads. 


I9 64 Despite presiding over one 

of the poorest countries in the world, 
Mobutu Sese Seko once spent $65,000 
to fly his daughter's four-meter-high 
wedding cake from Paris to his private 
estate. Seko's wealth was made possible 
by a CIA-backed military coup that 
installed him as dictator of Zaire in 

1964. Mobutu went on to exploit his 
desperately poor country for billions, with 
an IMF official estimating his wealth at 
$4 billion in the mid-1980s. Zaire received 
massive US economic and military 
assistance during his rule, in return for 
unfettered access to its fabulous mineral 
wealth. Since his country was a bastion 
of anti-communism during the Cold War 
President Bush feted Mobutu in 1989 

as "one of our most valued friends." 











I9 60 President Eisenhower 
authorized the CIA to begin operations 
against Fidel Castro in Cuba. This 
included a campaign to destabilize Cuba 
by burning crops, blowing up ships and 
sabotaging industry. On April 17, 1961, 
around 1,400 anti-Castro Cubans landed 
at the Bay of Pigs, armed and transported 
by the CIA. The population failed to 

rise up, however, and promised US air 
support was held back. Within three 
days; most of the invaders had been 
either killed or captured. It was the first. 
time the CIA had been humbled in such 
à way. The next year, President Kennedy 
instituted a "quarantine" on the shipment 
of offensive missiles to Cuba by the 
Soviet Union. He also warned the Soviet 
Union that the launching of any missiles 
from Cuba against the West would bring 
about US nuclear retaliation, taking the 
world to the brink of nuclear war. 


Operation Mongoose was the cws name for its 
project to kill Fidel Castro. In the 1960s so many assassination 
attempts were made on *the bearded one" that he told a 
reporter, ''If surviving assassination were an Olympic attempt, 
I would win the gold medal.” 

The list of failed schemes and the harebrained plans 
concocted to pull them off reads like a James Bond screenplay. 
Exploding cigars? The cia thought of that. Lsp-infected air in 
a radio station during a live radio broadcast to make Castro 
trip-out and lose the respect of Cubans? Check. How about 
infecting Castro’s wetsuit with a fungus to induce Madura 
Foot, a disabling skin disease? They almost did that, too. 

Most infamous of the botched machinations is the exploding 
Cohiba, Castro’s favorite brand of cigar. It didn’t work, but 
fittingly for Castro, cigars occupy their own genre for the ciA's 
attempts on his life. First, an entire box of cigars was laced 
with botulinum toxin, a poison that causes death within hours 
of ingestion. “The cigars were so heavily contaminated that 
merely putting one in the mouth would do the job,” a report 
released by the cia later revealed. Another plot was to spike 
cigars with powerful intoxicants so as to undermine Castro's 
reputation. In the end, the cigar ideas were abandoned due to 
the complicity the cra would instantly have been seen to have 
played in them. 

Tired of party tricks, the cra looked'to get nasty and use 
organized crime to whack Castro. Chicago mob boss Sam 
Giancana backed out of a cia plan to gun him down. 
favored a lethal pill (botulinum toxin again) to be slipped 
into Castro’s drink, The pills were hidden inside a pencil, then 
transported through gangster-channels to Juan Orta, who was 























CASTRO WITH COHIBA. 


tasked with poisoning the president. The plot failed several 
times, and Orta later sought refuge in Florida. 

The gooficst strategy was also the most benign. During a 
trip the president was taking outside Cuba, his shoes, which 
would be put outside for shining at night, were to be filled with 
thallium powder. Thallium causes hair to fall out; Castro's 
trademark bearded face would be left barren. Instantly, the cia 
hoped, Castro would be discredited and overthrown, But they 
didn’t go through with it. 

Though the c1a’s plots against el Commondante were odd, 
the absolute strangest had nothing to do with Cuba, but was 
indeed a product of the Cold War. Looking for easy ways to 
spy on Soviets, the cA divined that a cat would be able to walk 
around and arouse little suspicion. If trained and properly 
equipped, it could be the perfect spy. 

Enter Acoustic Kitty. A common house- 
implanted with batteries and microphon 
as the antenna. When designers from the c1a’s Department of 
Science and Technology found Acoustic Kitty “would walk 
off the job when he got hungry . . . they put another wire in 
to override that.” In testing, says former cia official Victor 
Marchetti, “they took the cat to a park bench and said ‘Listen 
to those two guys. Don't listen to anything else — not the birds, 
no cat or dog — just those two guys!” 

“They put him out of the van, and a taxi comes and runs 
him over. There they were, sitting in the van with all those 
dials, and the cat was dead 

So too was the plot. 
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UNSELLING THE WAR 
Ira Nerken was your typic 





activist and political 


1964-197 5 By 1964, US military 
advisers had been in South Vietnam for 
a decade and numbered 16,500. That 
year, two US Navy destroyers mistakenly 
reported they had been attacked by 
North Vietnamese torpedo boats in the 
Gulf of Tonkin. North Vietnam and the 
US were already on a collision course, 
and President Lyndon Johnson used the 
supposed attack to pass the “Tonkin Gulf 
Resolution,” which he later described as 
“like grandma's nightshirt — it covered 
everything.” The resolution allowed him 
to take “all measures necessary,” and by 
1965, 200,000 American troops were in 


Vietnam; in 1968, there were 540,000. 
Despite their numbers, American soldiers 
had difficulty contending with the guerilla 
tactics of the Viet Cong. As the war 
dragged on, the Americans became less 
convinced it was winnable. Images of 
massacres on the nightly news created 
furor in public opinion, and by the late 
1960s, Americans argued about when, 
not if, US troops should pull out. In 1975 
the last US soldier left, and Vietnam's 

30 year struggle for independence 

was complete, In the end, more than 
57,000 American soldiers and 3, 000, 000 
Vietnamese had died. 


stations ran Unsell ads. Emboldened by their success, in 1972 


nce student'in 1971. Against the war but also tired of 
ineffective protesting, he'd watched the Pentagon market the 
Vietnam "conflict" and had an interesting thought: why not 
flip the spin on its head and oppose the war by 'unselling' it? 
His idea spread like shrapnel. Nerken met with David 
McCall, president of the LaRoch, McCaffrey & McCall ad 
agericj. McCall was impressed: he immediately challenged the 
advertising community to create ads to help "unsell the war." 
Soon so prominent ad executives had volunteered to give the 











CALC pushed to do the unthinkable with Unsell and go for 
the Pentagon’ jugular: they wanted an Unsell ad to air to the 
biggest possible TV audience — during the Superbowl. cALc 
took a fat cheque to ABC. What happened next? Asc flatly 
refused to take their money. Does this sound familiar? 

Unsell folded later that year. Though it failed to make a huge 
impact, Unsell demonstrated a popular will among college 
students, church mothers, and even ad executives, to turn 
advertising against spin itself. 


project name power. 
Unsell's cause went public and was 
immediately inundated with material; 
artists and producers contributed 
more PR ads than could be used. 
Unsell distributed these TV, radio 
and print ads by offering them for 
free to media outlets, but the initial 
response was lukewarm. National 
broadcasters were cool to the idea of 
airing unpaid spots. But the public's 
interest had been piqued. Advertising 
Age magazine blasted the ad industry, 
saying the war was a hot topic for 1o. 
years, "yet it took a college student to 
come along with the *unsell the war" 
idea and sell it to the agency people." 
Unsell soon went broke. Arriving 
with deeper pockets was the Clergy 
and Laymen Concerned, who 
blanketed thousands of media outlets 
through activist church niembers. 
Ultimately, 113 TV and 450 radio 
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EARLY VIETNAM OBJECTORS 

In August 1967, Gene Stoltzfus was visiting Pakse, Laos. From the rooftop of his 
hotel be could see US planes going on bombing runs to Vietnam: "I could bear the 
bombs explode in the distance, a jolting contrast to the peaceful marketplace of 
Pakse. Then I would see them return. On and on it went all day long." At that time, 
Stoltzfus was a senior volunteer with the US government-affiliated International 
Voluntary Services based in Vietnam. He and his colleagues had all been struggling 
with their country’s role in Vietnam's civil war, and the rooftop vantage point 
cemented Stoltzfus' conviction that US involvement could not continue. When he 
returned to Vietnam, Stoltzfus, along with Don Luce, Willi Meyers and Don Ronk 
outlined these concerns in a letter of resignation to President Lyndon B. Johnson 
on September 19, 1967. Johnson quickly dismissed the letter, but since the New 
York Times gave it front page treatment, the subsequent media coverage generated 
considerable controversy in Washington. As the first protest from within the 
American community in Vietnam, the letter played a key role in raising American 
awareness of the dirty side of American aggression in South East Asia. This was a 
pivotal moment as 1967 saw disillusioned veterans publicly throwing away medals 
they had won, conscripts burning draft cards, and Jobnson's popularity plummeting. 
The anti-war movement, marginalized for so many years, had caught fire. 


196 $ The US intervened in the 
Dominican Republic for the fourth time in 
58 years, to protect American lives and 
property during a revolt, and to "prevent 
another Cuba." They sent more troops 
as fears grew that the revolutionary 
forces were under communist control. 
An estimated 20,000 US troops invaded 
on April 28. Most of the whites in the 
country were evacuated by US forces 
and the popular revolt was smashed, 

ata cost of 59 Americans killed in action 
and 174 wounded. 


1965 After having a plan to settle 
the Cvprus issue rejected bv the Greek 
ambassador on the grounds it was 
unacceptable to his country, President 
Lyndon Johnson warned him: "Fuck your: 
parliament and your constitution. We 
pay a lot of good American dollars to 
the Greeks. If your Prime Minister gives 
me talk about democracy, parliament 
and constitutions, he, his parliament 
and his constitution may not last very 
long." The CIA helped King Constantine. 
buy deputies to end the government a 
year later. Then in 1967, a CIA-backed 





military coup overthrew the Papandreou 
government over its refusal to back US 
interests two days before elections it 
was likely to win, ushering in the "Reign 
of the Colonels." Over the next six years 
of military control, the use of torture 

and murder against political opponents 
became the norm. Colonel Georgios 
Papadopoulos, a paid CIA employee 
Since 1952, had been a leader of the 
Nazi Security Battalion, which 

hunted and killed Greek resistance 
fighters during the Nazi occupation. 
Papadopoulos immediately declared 
martial law and abolished political 
parties. The first month of his regime saw 
8,000 “leftists” imprisoned and tortured. 
The US finally admitted supporting Greek 
fascists in 1999. 


19 66 three years after JFK installed 
Colonel Enrique Peralta Azurdia as 
Guatemalan leader over an elected 
politician, the US intervened again. 
(Peralta's first act after coming to 
power was to order eight political and 
trade union leaders killed by having 
rock-laden trucks drive over them.) 


The country's new leader, Julio Cesar 
Mendez Montenegro, allowed the US: 
free reign. Consequently, shipments of 
American military equipment, helicopters 
and weaponry increased. US Colonel 
John D. Webber Jr took command of the 
American military mission in Guatemala 
and hinted at his brutal tactics when he 
told Time magazine “The communists 
are using everything they have including 
terror. And it must be met.” His forces 
joined Guatemalan military attacks on 
peasant villages. The CIA was flying 
bombing and strafing missions against 
the peasantry using aircraft modified 

for slaughter with .50 cal machine guns, 
small rockets and napalm. USAID and the 
US Office of Public Safety (OPS) began a 
major operation to radically expand and 
militarize the Guatemalan police forces. 
By 1970 more than 30,000 Guatemalan 
police had received OPS training in 

the likes of torture techniques and 
“disappearances.” One State Department 
Official noted, with irony: “Murder, torture 
and mutilation are alright if our side is 
doing it and the victims are communists.” 


A WEATHERMAN COMMUNIQUE 
CLAIMING RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
BOMBING THE NEW YORK CITY 
POLICE HEADQUARTERS IN 
1970. MORE THAN 70 PERCENT 
OF THE GROUP WERE WOMEN, 
WHO FORCED A NAME 

CHANGE, TO THE WEATHER 
UNDERGROUND ORGANIZATION. 


On May 19, 1972, a toilet plugged with two pounds 

of dynamite explodes in the Air Force wing of the Pentagon, 
shutting down a battery of military computers. At 3:15 pm 
that same day in Hamburg, Germany, three of six time bombs 
planted in offices of the ultra-conservative newspaper Spring 
Press detonate, injuring 18. Then, 11 days later, three Japanese 
men dressed in business suits arrive at Lod Airport in Tel Aviv. 
Once in the baggage hall they retrieve automatic weapons 

and hand grenades from their luggage and unleash fire on the 
crowd; 24 are killed and 78 injured. 

What's the connection? The groups that carried out these 
terrorist attacks shared a frighteningly similar background. 
They were all from Western democratic nations and started 
during the revolutionary years of the latċ 1966s and early 70s; 
their leaders all splintered from the ranks of more peaceful 
social movements. Essentially, they were all violent objector: 
using terror to confront the authority and imperialism of their 
own country's unyielding establishment. They were all, 
in popular terms, bringing the violence home. 

The Weather Underground blew onto America's anti-war 
scene on May 21, 1971, with a public ‘Declaration of a State 
of War’ against the US Government. 
“Within the next 14 days we will attack 
a symbol or institution of Amerikan 
justice." Originally named the 
Weatherman, the group had been active 
since 1969 when it split from the famed 
Students for a Democratic Society to 
begin its own program of violent protest. 
Its 1969 "Days of Rage" campaign 
drew national attention with a riot near 
Chicago's Lincoln Park. The group took 
credit for more than two-dozen bombings 
in its seven year rampage including the Bank of Brazil in New 
York, US Senate offices and the Capitol Building, Washington. 
Although the Weather Underground had disintegrated by the 
mid-7os (its leaders had either been killed, turned themselves 
in or were running from the rai) it was one of the era's most 
revolutionary forces. 

In 1970, Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin began 
Germany's Red Army Faction (RAF) with a radical mission: to 
end “fascism” at home; “American Imperialism” everywhere 
and to "push the conflict as far as possible." Over the next 10 
years, with the help of magazine editor Ulrike Meinhof and 
a fast growing membership, they unleashed a reign of ‘urban 
guerrilla terror’ that shook German society. It began with bank 
robberies and corporate sabotage, but 
soon escalated to political assassinations 
and bombings, including NATO targets 
and US bases in West Germany. 

They seemed unstoppable. Even after 
the prison-suicides of Meinhof in 1976, 
and Baader and Ensslin in 1977, new 
generations of RAF operatives emerged. 
But the movement slowed during the late 
1980 as its public support and East- 
German financing waned. The vear 1991 
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marked the group's final killing, and in 1998, Reuters received 
a closing communiqué: "Today we are ending this project. 
The urban guerrilla in the form of the RAF is now history." 

The Japanese Red Army (JRA) was founded around 1970 
by Fusako Shigenobu, a Meiji University student radical. 
Fiercely opposed to Japan's government, Imperial system and 
the Vietnam War, the JRA immediately went international with 
their cause, Its members set up bases in Lebanon and partnered 
with Palestinian groups. Their first high-profile action was the 
hijacking of a Japanese airliner in 1970 that helped eight jra 
members defect to North Korea; two years later came the Lod 
Airport massacre. 

Despite never attracting a huge following, the jra became a 
renowned force thanks to 16 years of bold attacks, including 
the 1975 seizure of a multinational embassy building in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. Activities ended in the late 19805, however, 
when the group was weakened by arrests and deportations. 
The JRA mostly disappeared until 2000, 
when Ms. Shigenobu was arrested in 
Tokyo and publicly disbanded the group, 
pledging to continue her cause through 
legal means. 

“A strategic collection of imperialist 
multinational corporations." That's how 
the revolutionary group the Red Brigades 
(RB) viewed the Italian State. Formed in 
1970 by Renato Curcio and Margherita 
*Mara' Cagol, the RB waged a ruthless 
15-year battle against the country's 
capitalists and government. With more than 400-500 full- 
time members and thousands of supporters at its peak, the RB 
campaign killed more than 400 people and injured countless 
others. Most were victims of political assassinations, bombings 
or 'knee-cappings.' Highlights included the 1978 kidnapping 
and murder of Aldo Moro, President of the country's ruling 
Christian Democrats. 

The original RB wound down amidst a string of arrests and 
imprisonments in the late 1986s. To the end they used simple 
logic to justify their violent strategy: resistance must work 
outside the system, they claimed, because under capitalism, “in 
the final analysis, it is war that decides the question of power.” 

Tim Walker 























197 3 Chile's president Salvador 
Allende was killed in a coup that brought 
General Augusto Pinochet to power. 

This action followed three years of 
covert operations and economic 
sabotage carried out by the CIA. Pinochet 
received American support throughout 
his presidency despite his role in the 
torture, killing and disappearance of 
thousands of Chileans. 


POINT 


There is n0 doubt that the United States did all that it 
could to create the conditions for the failure of Allende and his 
government. But, as in most such cases, it was the locals who 
made the coup itself. What is truly remarkable is the effort — 
the resources committed, the risks taken, and the skullduggerv 
employed — to bring a Latin American democracy down. 

Using 25,000 closely held Government records on US- 
Chilean relations Peter Kornbluh has confirmed the deep 
involvement of the US intelligence services in Chile prior to 
and after the coup. The extent of the involvement was 
originally hinted at during the Senate hearings conducted 
by Frank Church in the mid-1970s. Since then, documents 
released in 1999 and 2000 include transcripts of top-secret 
discussions among President Nixon, Kissinger, and other 
cabinet members on how “to bring Allende down” and 
minutes of secret meetings chaired by Kissinger to plan covert 
operations in Chile: 

What is very clear in all of this is that the coup in Chile is 
exactly what Kissinger’s boss wanted. As Nixon put it in his 
ineffable style, “It’s that son of a bitch Allende. We're going to 
mash him." As early as October of 1970, the cia had warned 
of possible consequences: “you have asked us to provoke chaos 
in Chile. .. . We provide you with a formula for chaos which 
is unlikely to be bloodless. To dissimulate the US involvement 
will be clearly impossible.” The Pinochet dictatorship lasted 17 
long and brutal years. According to the Chilean Commission 
for Truth and Reconciliation, its victims numbered 3,197. 
Thirty years after its initiation, the coup of 1973 remains 
deeply etched in collective memory. 
































By Kenneth Maxwell, Director of Latin America Studies at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. Excerpted from Foreign Affairs, 
November/December 2003 . 





COUNTERPOINT 


The myth that the United States toppled President 
Salvador Allende of Chile in 1973 lives. In 1975, a Senate 
subcommittee headed by Frank Church ~ a stalwart Democrat 
and no friend of the Nixon administration — determined that 
there was “no real evidence” of US support for the military 
coup. A more recent cia study confirmed these conclusions. 
No evidence to the contrary emerged from the 24,000 Chile- 
related documents declassified by the Clinton administration. 
Washington funneled $6 million in secret subsidies to the 
opposition press and parties (which Allende was trying to 
shut down). If $6 million in support for the opposition and a 
reduction of bilateral aid brought Allende down, while other, 
far more robust attempts at regime change have failed, one 
might conclude that Allende's was a remarkably fragile regime. 
nd indeed it was: Allende made it so. 
According to a document of undoubted authenticity 
appended to his memoirs, Kissinger made clear to the American 
ambassador in Chile days before the 1973 coup that “we are 
not to involve ourselves in any way. . . . Our biggest problem 
is to keep from getting caught in the middle.” The mythmakers? 
case for US responsibility for the 1973 coup is circumstantial 
at best so they buttress it with references to events both before 
and after Allende's presidency. Kenneth Maxwell points to the 
1970 murder of Army Chief of Staff Rene Schneider, as if to 
show US responsibility for the coup three years later. Schneider 
was killed by a band of rabid Chilean nationalists but Maxwell 
claims that the United States “approved” and “planned” their 
effort. The facts are otherwise. In 1970, CIA operatives in 
Santiago began to canvass a move by the Chilean military to 
block Allende. But the cia quickly backed off and Kissinger 
ended US involvement in the anti-Allende plotting. He later 
told the president, “This thing looked hopeless. I turned it off. 
Nothing could be worse than an abortive coup.” 











By William D. Rogers, Assistant Secretary of State for Inter- 
American Affairs from 1974 to 1976. Excerpted from Foreign 
Affairs, January/February 2004. 





1966 A Cl^-organized military 
action captured the legendary guerilla 
Che Guevara. The US wanted Che kept 
alive for interrogation, but the Bolivian 
government executed him to prevent 
worldwide calls for clemency. He was 
39 years old. Millions mourned after 
hearing news of his death. 


1 9 66 The CIA financed and assisted 
General Jose Alberto Medrano in 
organizing the Orden paramilitary force, 
the first of El Salvador's infamous 
death squads. 


1970 US troops entered Cambodia 
to eliminate communist sanctuaries 
from which the Viet Cong and North 
Vietnamese had launched attacks 
against US and South Vietnamese forces 
in Vietnam. That same year the CIA 
helped overthrow Prince Sahounek, 
replaced by CIA-favorite Lon Nol, who, 
unlike Sahounek, sent Cambodian troops 
into battle on America's behalf. 


197 I with US Air Force support, 

the CIA backed a violent military coup 

in Bolivia in which 500 died. The coup 
toppled leftist President Juan Torres who 
had nationalized many of the country's 
industries, including oil. His replacement, 
General Hugo Banzer, was trained at 

the School of the Americas. Banzer's 
regime became known for using brutal 
to eradicate leftist elements in the 
country. He survived 13 coup attempts 
in seven years as dictator; in the same 
period, 200 of his political opponents 
were killed and 15,000 people arrested. 


197 2 A Us-armed and trained 
military in Uruguay eliminated the 
Tupamoros (the National Liberation 
Movement) and instituted a military 
government. The US worried that a 
popular Left wing government would 
be elected - as it had been in Chile 

the previous year — and that other 

Latin American countries would follow 
Uruguay's lead. The military dictatorship 
lasted 11 years and amassed more than 
1,000 political prisoners. Per capita, it 
was the largest number in the world. 


197 4 After the Kurdish Democratic 
Party (KDP) rejected a new Autonomy 


Law by Iraq regarding the Kurds, the 
KDP launched an open revolt against 
Iraq supported by Iran and the US. 

It continued until the Algiers Accord 

of March 1975 that fixed disputed 
boundaries and closed Iran's borders to 
Kurdish guerillas. Soon after, the US and 
Iran withdrew support for the KDP. The 
Kurds, refused assylum by the US, were 
then massacred by Iraqi forces. Kissinger 
later stated in closed testimony: “covert 
action should not be confused with 
missionary work.” 


197 4 US naval forces evacuated 
American civilians during hostilities 
between Turkish and Greek Cypriot 
forces. Hostilities began after the CIA 
supported a failed coup against Cyprus 
President Archbishop Makarios, which 
allowed the Turks to invade and occupy 
northern Cyprus. 


1975-1978 During a civil war 
in Angola, the US supplied arms to the 
FNLA (National Front for the Liberation 
of Angola) to fight the Soviet-backed 
MPLA (Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola); it also trained 
FNLA troops and conducted aerial 
operations from Zaire, dropping supplies 
to the FNLA. CIA officers and US military 
advisors entered the area, and the 
CIA set up a covert arms network to 
circumvent the US State Department's 
ban on importing weapons to South 
Africa. This was part of an exchange 
system in which South Africa helped 
move US-supplied equipment from 
Zaire to the FNLA. Congress cancelled 
all financing for operations in Angola 
in 1976, but funding was maintained 
through Zaire's dictator Mobutu Sese 
Seko. More than 300,000 people died 
and much of Angola was destroyed. 


THE COLONEL 


What you have heard is true. I was in his house. His wife carried a 
tray of coffee and sugar. His daughter filed her nails, his son went 
out for the night. There were daily papers, pet dogs, a pistol on the 
cushion beside him. The moon swung bare on its black cord over 
the house. On the television was a cop show. It was in English. 
Broken bottles were embedded in the walls around the house to 
scoop the kneecaps from a man's legs or cut his hands to lace, On 
the windows there were gratings like those in liquor stores. We had 
dinner, rack of lamb, good wine, a gold bell was on the table for 
calling the maid. The maid brought green mangoes, salt, a type of 
bread. I was asked how I enjoyed the country. There was a brief 
commercial in Spanish. His wife took everything away. There was 
some talk of how difficult it had become to govern. The parrot 





said hello on the terrac 





The colonel told it to shut up, and pushed 


himself from the table. My friend said to me with his eyes: say 
nothing. The colonel returned with a sack used to bring groceries 
home. He spilled many human ears on the table. They were like 
dried peach halves. There is no other way to say this. 


He took one of them in his hands, shook it 


in our faces, dropped it 





into a water glass. It came alive there. I am tired of fooling around 
he said. As for the rights of anyone, tell your people they can go 
fuck themselves. He swept the ears to the floor with his arm and 
held the last of his wine in the air. Something for your poetry, no? 
he said. Some of the ears on the floor caught this scrap of his voice. 
Some of the ears on the floor were pressed to the ground. 


Carolyn Forché wrote ‘The Colonel’ after meeting El Salvador's military death 
squad officers in 1978. They called America two faced for funding dictators, yet also 


criticizing human rights abusers. 


1977 Under President Carter, US 
troops were withdrawn from Guatemala 
and most US money was cut off — though 
arms and cash continued to flow, via 











Israel. US-trained death squads and the 
military had killed an estimated 20,000 
people in the previous 10 years. 


1979 The US-backed dictator of 
Nicaragua, Anastasios Somoza II, fell 
from power and was replaced by the 
Marxist Sandinistas. The new regime 
received popular support for their calls 
for land reform and solutions to poverty. 
The surviving members of the National 
Guard, Samoza's brutal secret police 
force became the Contra rebels that 
fought a CIA-backed guerilla war against 
the Sandinistas throughout the 1980s. 


I 9779 After the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, the CIA armed all factions 
willing to fight against the Soviets 
including the Islamic fundamentalist 
mujahedeen groups. This money 
influenced the later organization of 














the Taliban and al Qaeda. 








MUJAHADEEN “HOLY WARRIORS” FOUGHT SOVIET AGGRESSION IN AFGHANISTAN 


LE NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR: The former director of the CIA, 
Robert Gates, stated in his memoirs that American intelligence 
services began to aid the Mujahadeen in Afghanistan 6 months 
before the Soviet intervention. In this period you were the 
national security adviser to President Carter. You therefore 





played a role in this affair. Is that correct? A: 


ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI: Yes. According to the official version 
of history, c1A aid to the Mujahadeen began during 1980, 
that is to say, after the Soviet army invaded Afghanistan, 
December 24, 1979. But the reality, secretly guarded until 
now, is completely otherwise. Indeed, it was July 3, 1979 that 
President Carter signed the first directive for secret aid to the 
opponents of the pro-Soviet regime in Kabul. And that very 
day, I wrote a note to the president in which I explained to 











him that in my opinion this aid was going to induce a Soviet Q: 


military intervention. 


Despite this risk, you were an advocate of this covert action. 


But perhaps you yourself desired this Soviet entry into war — A: 


and looked to provoke it? 


a: It isn't quite that. We didn’t push the Russians to intervene, 
but we knowingly increased the probability that they would. 


Interview with Zbignie 
January 15-21, 1998. 


Q: When the Soviets justified their intervention by asserting 


WITH HELP FROM THE CIA, 1979. 


that they intended to fight against a secret involvement 

of the United States in Afghanistan, people didn't believe 
them. However, there was a basis of truth. You don't regret 
anything today? 


Regret what? That secret operation was an excellent idea. 
It had the effect of drawing the Russians into the Afghan 
trap and you want me to regret it? The day that the Soviets 
officially crossed the border, I wrote to President Carter. 
We now have the opportunity of giving to the USSR its 
Vietnam war. Indeed, for almost 10 years, Moscow had to 
carry on a war unsupportable by the government, a conflict 
that brought about the demoralization and finally the 
breakup of the Soviet empire. 








And neither do you regret having supported the Islamic 
fundamentalism, having given arms and advice to future 
terrorists? 


What is most important to the history of the world? The 
Taliban or the collapse of the Soviet empire? Some stirred- 
up Muslims or the liberation of Central Europe and the end 
of the cold war? 


Brzezinski, Le Nouvel Observateur. 





I9 80 on april 26, 1980, President 
Carter approved the use of six US 
transport planes and eight helicopters 
in an unsuccessful attempt to rescue 
American hostages being held in Iran. 
Eight US Marines died when two of 
the choppers collided at night near the 
desert staging area for the operation. 


1.9 80 archbishop Oscar Romero 

of San Salvador appealed to President 
Carter, “Christian to Christian,” to 

stop financing the brutal Right-wing 
government Salvadoran military dictator 
Roberto D'Aubuisson. But D'Aubuisson 
had Romero shot while celebrating Mass. 
Soon after EI Salvador fell into civil war. 
The CIA and the US military gave the 
government military and intelligence 
superiority over the rebels who were 
mostly poor peasants. They then began 
training the Salvadoran death squads. 
By 1992 some 63,000 Salvadorans had 
been killed in the fighting. 


19 80 The us began basing 
Nicaraguan Contra terrorists in 
Honduras, as well as using Honduran 
territory to support El Salvadoran death 
squads. In exchange, US military aid to 
Honduras was radically increased and 
death squads established to eliminate 
Honduran dissidents. Aid rose from 





$16 million in 1978 to $231 million by the 
early 1980s. 


I 981 After a guerilla offensive 
against the government of El Salvador, 
the US sent additional military advisers, 
bringing the total assisting in training 
government forces in counter- ‘insurgency 
to 55. 


1981 us F-14 planes from the carrier 
Nimitz shot down two Libvan fighter 

jets over the Gulf of Sidra on August 

19 after one of the Libyan jets fired a 
heat-seeking missile. The US periodically 
held freedom of navigation exercises in 
waters that it considered international 
territory despite Libya's territorial claim. 


I9 81as part of its continuing 
support for the Contra terrorists, the CIA 
began selling weapons to Iran, via Israel, 
and using the profits to finance the 
Contras. This later became known as the 
“Iran-Contra Affair." This year also saw 
the Freedom Fighter's Manual issued by 
the CIA to the Contras, which included 
instructions on economic sabotage, 
propaganda and general insurgency. The 
US applied pressure to the International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank to limit 
and reduce loans to Nicaragua, as well 
as imposing an economic embargo. 


SIXTY-SIX AMERICANS WERE TAKEN 
HOSTAGE BY IRANIAN MILITANTS 
WHO STORMED THE US EMBASSY 

IN TEHRAN IN 1979. FIFTY-TWO OF 
THEM REMAINED IN CAPTIVITY FOR 
444 DAYS. 


1982. in August, 80 US Marines were 
dispatched to serve in the multinational 
force to assist in the withdrawal of the 
PLO from Beirut. In September, 1,200 
more Marines were deployed. Eventually 
the number grew to 1,800, all serving in 
a temporary multinational-force working 
to restore the Lebanese government's 
sovereigntv. Congress passed the 
Multinational Force in Lebanon 
Resolution authorizing continued 
participation for 18 months. 


I9 82 in order to help rehabilitate the 
Khmer Rouge - allied with Washington 
against the Vietnam-backed government 
of Cambodia — the US government 
announced the creation of a new 
coalition of Cambodian rebel forces, 
called the Coalition of the Democratic 
Government of Kampuchea. It was 
dominated by the Khmer Rouge, who 
under Pol Pot had killed one in four 
Cambodians in four years of genocide 

— though its notional head was Prince 
Sihanouk. After the formation of this 
"coalition," Chinese aid to the rebels 
increased. So did US aid, which by the 
late 1980s ran at $5 million officially and 
$20- to 24-million unofficially per year. 


1983 in october the US invaded 

the island of Grenada following the. 
overthrow and murder of popular 
socialist leader Maurice Bishop. The 
official rationale for Operation Urgent 
Fury was an "urgent" request for aid 
from the Organization of East Caribbean 
States (OECS) who said they "feared an 
aggressive act" from the new ultra-left 
regime; there were also concerns for 
the safety of American students on the 
island. But the Barbadian PM later said 
the OECS plea had been triggered by US 
requests and that regime change had 


been planned for some time. The initial 
invasion force of 1,200 troops was met 
by stiff resistance from the Grenadan 
army and Cuban military units. Heavy 
fighting continued for several days, but 
as the US force grew to more than 7,000, 
the defenders began surrendering or 
fleeing into the mountains. The forced 
regime change in a Commonwealth 
country saw the usually cosy relationship 
between Ronald Reagan and Margaret 
Thatcher plummet to freezing point. 
Scattered fighting continued as US 
troops hunted down stragglers, but 


for the most part the island quickly fell 
under American control to widespread 
local support. The conservatives were 
happy that socialism had been put to 
rest, and the majority was happy that 
Bishop's murder had been avenged. By 
mid-December, US combat forces went 
home and a pro-American government 
took power. One of its first acts was to 
seize books and institute a system of 
censorship. It also made the US troops 
“heroes of the republic." By the end of 
fighting 19 Americans, 49 Granadans 
and 29 Cuban nationals had died. 


“If the president goes to the American people and wraps hirhself in the American flag and lets 
Congress wrap itself in the white flag of surrender, the president will win... The American 
people had never heard of Grenada. There was no reason why they should have. The reason 
we gave for the intervention — the risk to American medical students there — was phony but 
the reaction of the American people was absolutely and overwhelmingly favorable. They had 
no idea what was going on, but they backed the president. They always will." 














Irving Kristol, The Fettered Presidency 
(American Enterprise Institute, 1989). 





A GRENADAN CHILD RECEIVES 
MEDICAL ATTENTION FROM A 
US SOLDER, 1983. 











SPREAD RUMORS LONG 


DISEMINAR RUMORES LIVE THE 
POPE 





PAINT ANTI-SANDINISTA SLOGANS 
PINTAR ANTI-SANDINISTA SLOGANS 


L 5 Practical guide to liberating Nicaragua from oppression an 
CALL IN SICK SU.AS NOT TO WORK misery by paralyzing the military industrial complex of the 
DECLARARSE ENFERMO PARA NO TRABAJAR traitorous marxist state without having to use special tool 
and with minimal risk for the combatant. 


THE FREEDOM FIGHTER'S MANUAL 


THROW TOOLS INTO SEMERS 
ARROJAR HERRAMIENTAS POR 
LAS ALCANTARILLAS 

Le 











INTRODUCE THE SPONGE INTO TOILETS 

OR WATER DRAINS TO STOP THEM UP 

AS THE SPONGE SWELLS 

INTRODUCIER LA ESPONJA EN CUALQUIER 
INODORO 0 CONDUCTO DE DESAGUE, 

PARA ASI OBSTRUUIRLO AL HINCHARSE 
LA ESPONJA 





PUT NAILS ON ROADS AND HIGHWAYS ^W 
REGAR CLAVOS EN LOS CAMINOS 
Y CARRETERAS 


THE CIA PUBLISHED AND DISTRIBUTED THE 
“FREEDOM FIGHTER'S MANUAL" THROUGHOUT 
NICARAGUA IN THE 19805. IT DETAILED WAYS. 
NICARAGUANS COULD DEFEAT THE "MARXIST 
TYRANNY" THROUGH SIMPLE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 








I9 82. us senators were so outraged 
by covert CIA support for Nicaraguan 
Contras that in 1982 they passed a 

bill cutting off all money aimed at 
"overthrowing the Government of 
Nicaragua." Despite this directive, the 
CIA continued operating in Nicaragua, 
mining three of its harbors in 1984. Years 
later, these actions were the basis for a 
$17 billion judgment against the US in a 
case Nicaragua brought before the World 
Court. The American government did not 
recognize the decision and never paid 
the damages. Also in 1984, President 
Reagan set up à front organization 
directed by Oliver North to solicit 
donations for Contras from wealthy 
American anti-communists. The program 
expanded to the point where North's 
Office was providing the Contras with 
weapons paid for by illegal arms sales 

to Iran, then considered a "terrorist" 
state. The US government was forced 

to admit to the scheme in 1986 when a 
transport plane carrying military supplies 
to the Contras was shot down. Survivor 
Eugene Hasenfus, and two dead pilots all 
turned out to be CIA employees. North 
and his secretary quickly shredded 
documents implicating them and their 
friends — including Vice President George 
Bush - but it was too late. Years of 
hearings and special investigations led 
to many resignations and a few minor 
convictions. But the mud did not stick. 
On Christmas Eve 1992, President Bush 
pardoned former Defense Secretary 
Weinberger, former national security 
adviser Robert McFarlane and four other 
Officials linked to the Iran-Contra affair, 
including Elliot Abrams. Today, Abrams 
serves as a special advisor to the current 
President Bush, running the National 
Security Council's Middle East desk. Bush 
also tried to redeem John Poindexter, 
who had also been convicted of lying to 
Congress about the Iran-Contra affair. 

In 2002, Bush asked Poindexter to head 
Total Information Awareness (TIA), a 
government snooping program that was 
scaled back after public furor. Even Oliver 
North landed on his feet, drawing on his 
Iran-Contra fame to make millions as a 
high-priced speaker, best-selling author 
and syndicated columnist. Republicans 
didn't lose faith in North either, giving 
him the nod as the Party's candidate for 
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OLIVER NORTH IS SWORN IN BEFORE THE IRAN CONTRA COMMITTEE, 1987. 


the 1994 Senate race in Virginia, which 
he lost. 


198 2 General Efrain Rios Montt, 

a former student of the School of the 
Americas, seized control of Guatemala 
with US support. After the coup, US arms 
shipments to Guatemala increased. Rios 
Montt declared a state of emergency and 
suspended the rule of law. Within the first 
Six months of his rule 2,600 Indians had 
been massacred. During his 17 months 
in power he oversaw the complete 
destruction of 400 Indian villages. 
President Reagan paid a state visit and 
publicly stated his belief that Rios Montt 
was "totally dedicated to democracy." 


198 3, although the US-backed revolt 
against the government of Angola largely 
came to an end in 1976, a new US-South 
African plan to destabilize the country 
was drawn up. It was another example 
of President Reagan reversing Carter's 
policy of limiting American imperialism 
and intervention. Elements of the plan 
involved unifying the anti-government 
forces, sabotaging Angola's factories, 
pressuring Cuba to remove its troops 


and stopping foreign investment. When 
knowledge of the project became 

known, the US denied it, though 

UNITA (the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) — the only 
pro-US body still fighting — simply refused 
to comment. A month later the UN 
censured South Africa for its involvement 
in Angola, with the US the sole abstainer. 


1983 Following a Hizbollah suicide 
bombing on US Marines that killed 241, 
warplanes from the USS John F. Kennedy 
and USS Independence launched 
vengeance strikes at suspected Syrian 
positions. Two US planes were shot down 
and one pilot captured. 


I9 85 Trade unions in Honduras 
demonstrated against the biggest-ever 
peacetime exercise in Central America, 
in which 39 US warships and 7,000 

US troops helped the country's army 
repel a mock Nicaraguan invasion. 
They feared the Honduran people 
could be pushed into a war against the 
Sandanista government 


I9 8 5 President Reagan won 
permission from Congress to resume full 
military support to UNITA in Angola; by 
1987 this aid included Stinger missiles. 
The CIA began training and helping UNITA 
through South Africa as well as via front 
organizations previously used to support 
the Contras in Nicaragua. In 1991, UNITA 
and the government agreed a ceasefire, 
but in 1992, once it became clear that 
the MPLA would win the UN certified 
free elections, UNITA resumed the war, 
again with US and South African support. 
In 1993, the US finally recognized the 
Angolan government and the Clinton 
administration ended aid to UNITA. 


I9 8 5 President Reagan ordered 
the CIA to launch a strike against 
Hizbollah's Sheikh Fadlallah in Lebanon. 
A car bomb planted by a Lebanese 
intelligence unit, trained and supported 
by the CIA, exploded close to a mosque 
during Friday night prayers in a densely- 
populated Shia Muslim suburb. It 
flattened two seven-storey blocks of 


flats, a mosque and a cinema, killing 80 
people, most of them passers-by. The 
sheikh survived. This bloody failure is 
said to have led President Reagan to 
cancel the CIA's "license to assassinate.” 


I9 8 6 Libyan leader Colonel Gadhaffi 
called for worldwide Arab attacks on 
the US after 35 seamen on a Libyan 
patrol boat were killed by US attacks in 
international waters. The bombing of a 
West Berlin disco two weeks later killed 
two American soldiers and wounded 
more than 230 others. It was widely 
believed to be the work of Libyan agents 
and led to retaliatory US air strikes on 
Tripoli ten days after the bombing. 

Forty were killed, including Gadhaffi's 
adopted daughter. 


I9 86us Army personnel and aircraft 
assisted Bolivia in Operation Blast. 
Furnace, closing down 21 refineries 
used to make cocaine. Within six months 
production had fully resumed to pre- 
operation levels. 


I9 86 Attera popular revolt, 

Haitian dictator 'Baby Doc' Duvalier 

was evacuated on a US Air Force jet to 
France, where he retired with millions of 
dollars. He left behind him the poorest 
country in the world: more than half the 
people were unemployed, and four in five 
were illiterate. A Haitian child had a one 
in three chance of dying before its fifth. 
birthday. The CIA began working to install 
another dictator, but popular unrest 
against more US meddling kept the 
political situation unstable for the next 
four years. In an attempt to strengthen 
the military against the people, the 

CIA created, trained and supplied the 
National Intelligence Service. The NIS 
was "created" to fight the cocaine trade, 
but it suppressed popular revolt and 
free expression by means of torture and 
assassination. In the 21 months after 
Duvalier's ousting, there were more 
people killed by the government than in 
the previous 15 years of his regime. 

















CREW MEMBERS OF THE USS VINCENNES RECEIVE A BLUE 'E' FOR 
‘EXCELLENCE,’ 2004 





I9 880n July 3 the USS Vincennes invaded Iranian territorial 
waters and shot down Iran Air flight 4655 to Dubai over the 
Straits of Hormuz, killing 290 civilians and crew. Two surface-to- 
air missiles were fired after the ship's operators thought they 
were being attacked by a fighter jet. A Newsweek investigation 
found that the Vincennes was pursuing Iranian gunboats and 
testing the Aegis computer system - the most advanced in 

the world — for the first time. In the chatter and confusion, a 
chain of mistakes led to the plane being missed from the ship's 
civilian flight schedules, warned on the wrong frequency and 
misidentified as a fighter jet after a US sailor forgot to reset. 
the device used to scan transponders. Captain Rezaian on 
#655 heard none of the warnings, reporting that all was well 
30 seconds before the US missiles blew his plane apart. To 
cover up their appalling mistake the Americans began lying 
immediately, claiming #655 was flying outside the civilian air 
corridor (it wasn't), that it hadn't responded to warnings (it 
couldn't, as they were broadcast on a military frequency), that 
the Vincennes was protecting a ship under fire from Libyans (it 
wasn’t), that the Vincennes had been in international waters 

(it wasn't) and that #655 was descending (it wasn't). For their 
"heroism," the ship's crew was awarded combat action ribbons 
and Commander Lustig, the air warfare coordinator, received 
the Navy's Commendation Medal for his "heroic achievement" 
in “his ability to maintain his poise and confidence under fire." 
Still, the Navy did later claim the attack was a "mistake." 





1.987 After the Iran-Iraq War resulted 
in several military incidents in the 
Persian Gulf, the US increased its naval 
presence there, and adopted a policy 

of reflagging and escorting Kuwaiti oil 
tankers. President Reagan reported that 
US ships had been fired upon, struck 
mines or taken other military action 
three times that year and three times the 
next. The US gradually reduced its forces 
after a cease-fire between Iran and Iraq 
‘on August 20, 1988. 


I9 8 8 In the spring, amid growing 
calls for the resignation of Panamanian 
leader General Manuel Noriega and 
general instability, the US sent 1,000 
troops to Panama to "further safeguard 
the canal, US lives, property and interests 
in the area." The forces supplemented 
10,000 US military personnel already 
there. The DEA also indicted Noriega on 
federal drug charges connected to his 
involvement with the Medellin cocaine 
cartel in the early 1980s. It marked the 
beginning of the end for Noriega, whose 
criminal acts had long been overlooked 
in exchange for allowing the US to set up 
listening posts, aiding pro-US forces in EI 
Salvador and Nicaragua, letting Contras 
train in Panama, and acting as a conduit 
for US arms and money in the region. 





1.989 Two US fighter jets shot 
down two Libyan jet fighters in January 
over the Mediterranean Sea, about 70 
miles north of Libya. The US pilots said 
the Libyan planes had démonstrated 
"hostile intentions." 


1989 in early september, President 


Bush announced that militarv and law 
enforcement assistance along with $82 
million in aid would be sent to help the 
Andean nations of Colombia, Bolivia 

and Peru combat illicit drug producers. 
By mid-September there were as many 
as 100 US military advisers in Colombia 
and 500 personnel in the three countries. 
engaged in counter- drug and intelligence 
services. The end of the Cold War saw 
the military grow much more eager 

to work in drug operations, for which 
funding was rising considerably. 


I9 8 9 General Noriega's disregard 
for results of the Panamanian 

election received a quick US response 
from President Bush. He ordered 
approximately 1,900 troops to Panama 
on March 11, 1989, to augment the 
estimated 11,000 US forces already 

in the area, charged with protecting 
American citizens and bringing General 
Noriega to justice. Noreiga was 
captured, given a show trial, and then 
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imprisoned for life in isolation inside 

the US Official American casualties 

were 23 troops killed in action, but 

this number is contested because of 

a media blackout instituted during the 
invasion. General Manual Noreiga had 
been supported by the CIA since 1966 
and his drug smuggling was known to 
the CIA from 1972. However, his growing 
independence and intransigence resulted 
in Washington turning against him. 


1 990 rhe National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED) is a US government 
program that provides funds to promote 
favored politicians and political parties 
abroad. In 1990, during Bulgaria's first 
democratic elections in 45 years, NED 
spent more than $2 million to prevent 
the Bulgarian Socialist Party from gaining 
power. After the Socialists won the 
election in a free ballot, the US promoted 
a six-month destabilization campaign 

of street demonstrations, strikes, sit- 

ins and sieges of parliament. It openly 
endorsed the pro-US, anti-communist 
Union of Democratic Forces, also 
funding equipment and staff fpr the UDF. 
Eventually Socialist President Mladenov 
was forced to resign. 
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COMMUNISM IMPLODES 


In the 1980s, Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev began a process of economic and 

political reform that led to the disintegration of the ussR. By the end of the decade, 

eastern Europeans empowered by Gorbachev's Sinatra Doctrine — which allowed Soviet 
satellites to do things *their way" — began to topple the puppet governments that ruled over 
them. When the Soviet Union itself collapsed in 1991, America became the world's lone 


superpower nation. 


1991 On January 16, the US began 
aerial bombardment and cruise missile 
attacks on Iraqi positions. Operation 
Desert Storm was part of a UN- 
authorized coalition of 18 countries that 
attacked Iraq after it invaded Kuwait. A 
ground offensive began on February 27, 
and within three days, the Iragi army 
surrendered. The ceasefire conditions 
included long term inspections to ensure 
the elimination of all Iragi weapons 

of mass destruction. In the following 
months, the US, France and Britain 
declared "no fly" zones over Northern 
and Southern Iraq to protect Kurd and 
Shia minorities. Most of the 166 Allied 
dead were killed in friendly fire incidents. 
More than 100,000 Iraqi soldiers died. 
The New Yorker later documented that 
many Iraqi deaths were the product 

of US war crimes under General Barry 
McCaffrey. 


199 2 In December, President 
Bush deployed US forces to Somalia 
in response to a humanitarian crisis 
that the UN Security Council believed 
threatened international peace. It was 
thought troops would be deployed for 
a few months, but Operation Restore 
Hope lasted until 1994 and involved 
30,000 soldiers. While the forces were 
initially greeted with open arms by 

. Starving Somalis, they left under the 
dark shadow of the events of October 
3-4, 1993. In an operation against a 
stronghold of warlord General Aidid, 
whom the UN had ordered arrested, 
more than 300 Somali soldiers were 
killed. Two American “Blackhawk” 
helicopters were shot down, 18 soldiers 
killed in street fighting, and the dead 
body of a US Ranger dragged through 
the streets of Mogadishu for the world’s 
media to see. Osama bin Laden was later 
indicted by the US for his role in issuing 





fatwas calling for al Qaeda members in 
Somalia to attack Americans. 


199 2 US aircraft shot down an Iraqi 
aircraft in the “no fly” zone for the first 
time on December 27. in the following 
weeks, planes from the US and coalition 
partners attacked missile bases in 
southern Iraq. After Bill Clinton became 
president in January 1993, he asserted 
that the US would continue with the Bush 
policy on Iraq. 


199 3 The US participated in a 

NATO air action to enforce a UN ban on 
unauthorized military flights over Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, called Operation Deny 
Flight. Four warplanes violating the zone 
were shot down by NATO aircraft 

in February 1994. 


199 3 The almost continual bombing 
of Iraq continued: in January more 

than 100 US, British and French planes 
launched a punitive raid on targets in 
the southern “no fly” zone; 46 cruise 
missiles were fired at Iraq's alleged 
nuclear program in Baghdad and US 
forces attacked 32 Iraqi positions. Twice 
during April, US warplanes bombed 
Iraqi anti-aircraft sites that had tracked 
US aircraft. That same month, the Iraqi 
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government was implicated in an alleged 
plot to assassinate former President 
George Bush in Kuwait. In response, 

US naval forces launched 23 cruise 
missiles at the Iraqi Intelligence Service's 
headquarters in Baghdad; a handful 
landed in residential areas. US aircraft 
also attacked an anti-aircraft site in June 
and an Iraqi missile battery in August. 


1993 On July 9, 1993, President 
Clinton deployed 350 troops to 
Macedonia to participate in the UN 
Protection Force helping maintain 
stability in the former Yugoslavia. 


1994 After Haitian President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide was ousted from 
power in a military coup, the US decided 
to intervene and restore the rightfully- 
elected president to power. Operation 
Uphold Democracy was launched on 
September 19 with UN Security Council 
approval. As 3,900 US paratroopers were 
preparing to invade, the Haitian military 
voluntarily consented to allow the US 
forces to land peacefully. The airborne 
troops were returned but 15,000 US 
soldiers remained in Haiti in order to 
ensure Aristide's return to power. On 
March 31, 1995, the US transferred full 
responsibility for Haiti to the UN. 


199 6 Following the entry of Iraqi 
forces into the northern Kurdish 
autonomous zone, Operation Desert 
Strike began on September 3. The US 
launched at least 44 cruise missiles into 
Iraq over the next two days. The "no 
fly” zone was expanded from the 32nd 
parallel north to the 33rd parallel. 


199 6 Two years after the genocide 
that killed 800,000 Hutus, the Rwandan 
Patriotic Army (RPA) invaded eastern 
Zaire along with a Zairean revolutionary 
force led by Laurent Kabila. As a result, 
Hutu refugees who had fled Rwanda 
after the civil war of 1990-1994 were 
either driven away or killed. Local 
witnesses claimed that US soldiers 
fought with RPA soldiers in Congolese 
territory, but State Department 

officials denied any US involvement. 
Nevertheless, the Department of Defense 
did admit to providing combat training to 
RPA soldiers before the invasion of Zaire. 
Rwandan president Paul Kagame, who 
had been a general with the RPA during 
the civil war, was trained at the US Army 


Command and General Staff College at 
Fort Leavenworth. 


199 8 in response to al Qaeda 
bombings of US embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania that killed 224 and wounded 
more than 5,000, President Clinton 
launched a cruise missile attack against 
a chemical plant in Khartoum, Sudan. 
Clinton claimed the factory was involved 
in the production of nerve gas but it 
was later confirmed that not only was 
the civilian pharmaceutical facility not 
used for making chemical weapons, 

it was even contracted to the UN. The 
attack took place on the eve.of Monica 
Lewinsky's testimony to the grand jury 
investigating Clinton's lying under oath. 
As part of the same operation the US 
launched 75 cruise missiles at terrorist 
training camps in Afghanistan, killing 

20 civilians. 


I99 85s part of "Operation Infinite 
Reach" Clinton launched some 75 cruise 
missiles at small villages in Afghanistan, 
killing a number of civilians. 


Emmanuel Todd’s After the Empire: The Breakdown of the American 


Order (Columbia University Press, 2003) is the best new book on the reasons behind 
American “theatrical micromilitarism.” This is the sublime antidote to David Frum 
and Richard Perle's poisonous An End to Evil, and other propagandistic screeds that 
presume absolute American dominance. Todd, who in 1976 predicted the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, performs the neatest surgery yet on the insecurities besetting the 
alleged American hyperpower. He convinces us that the days of aggressive American 
unilateralism are numbered. American behavior after the Cold War has not been 
rational or well-planned. The neoconservatives do not possess superhuman powers 
of foresight and analysis. Rather, American response since 1990 has been ad hoc and 
haphazard, and ill-suited to America’s diminished economic power in the world. 

America’s actual function in the world economy is as the leading consumer, the 
Keynesian demand state lending stability during global slowdowns. Europe is now 
the leading industrial powerhouse. America runs huge trade deficits, and relies on the 
perception of stability to attract investment capital. But if Enron-Arthur Andersen 
accounting is any indication, America’s GNP, consisting mostly of services, may be 
grossly inflated. The euro poses a real threat to the supremacy of the dollar. American 
military dominance is built on a mirage of economic performance, which may be trie 
in dollar amounts but not enough to back a new American empire. 

Meanwhile, demographics work against American militarism. The rise of literacy 
(along with the decline in fertility) across the third world is a good foundation for 
democracy. In a more benign period, 1950-1965, America used to want the spread 
of democracy. It now fears global democracy, since its militaristic and predatory role, 
fueling a consuming economy, is based on constant instability. So America keeps 
going out into the world to vanquish tiny threats like Iraq, when it’s not fighting 
terrorism. Sooner or later, perhaps with a closer alliance of Russia with Europe and 
Japan, the emptiness of American power will be exposed. Todd gives us more hope 
than any other recent writer that the day of reckoning is soon to come. 





Anis Shivani 


199 8 Operation Desert Fox 

was launched because of Iraqi non- 
compliance with international weapons 
inspections. Airstrikes hit airfields, 
military command centres, oil refineries 
and Republican Guard bases. Secretary 
of Defense William Cohen noted: "We 
wanted to strike quickly with no more 
warning, no more carrots for Saddam and 
no chance to prepare for the attacks." 
Strikes continued almost daily after 
weapons inspectors were finally ejected 
from the country. 

1999 The Clinton administration 
initiated Plan Colombia. Although partially 
earmarked for "social development," 

the bulk of the $1.3 billion program 

to this day continues to assist the 
military and drug crop eradication. 

At least 400 US military trainers are 
active in Colombia. In addition, hundreds 
of contractors are employed in aerial 
fumigation to kill coca crops throughout 
the country using the level IIl toxin 
glyphosate at levels far exceeding 
recommended dosage. The chemical 
causes environmental damage, as well 
as human and animal health problems. 
In 2001, President Bush expanded the 
program to Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. 


I 999 with fighting between the 
Kosovo Liberation Army and the Yugoslav 
government showing no signs of abating, 
Western governments brought the two 
camps together in 1999 to work out a 
peace plan. On March 24, after Yugoslav 
president Slobodan Milosevic refused 

to accept the deal, the US and its NATO 
allies made good on a long-standing 
threat, bombing Yugoslavia with air- and 
sea-launched cruise missiles. The strikes 
were meant to destabilize Milosevic's 
government, but they also hit civilian 
targets such as hospitals, churches, 
utilities and perhaps most famously, the 
Chinese embassy in Belgrade. After the 
bombing, more than 2000 Yugoslavs 
were dead. In addition to the military 
campaign, American money went to 
opposition groups who eventually forced 
Milosevic out of office nonviolently 
through strikes and massive street 
protests in 2000. 
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BOMBS NOT BREAD 


Mid-way through the sixth week of the bombing of 
Yugoslavia in 1999, Czech President Vaclav Havel stood before 
the Canadian Parliament and said, “This is probably the first 
war that has not been waged in the name of ‘national interests,” 
but rather in the name of principles and values. If one can say 
of any war that it is ethical .... then it is true of this war.” 

To date, the battle for Kosovo stands as the high-water 
mark of that paradoxical endeavor known as the humanitarian 
intervention. Never have so many bombs fallen in the name 
of human rights. 

The bombers flew in the face of considerable opposition 
= not from the Yugoslav 
National Army (YNA), 
but from critics at 
home, The old Left 
said that the war 
was an excuse for 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization to flex its 
muscles, or a spectacle 
created to make us 
forget Monica’s soiled 
dress and Clinton’s 
tarnished presidency. 
Over on the realpolitik 
Right, conservatives 
complained that there 
were no communists 
to fight, no hordes of 
wealthy consumers to 
tap, and no oil wells mmes 
to liberate. 

But opponents of the war were matched against CNN and 
the pac. They begged us not to fall for the images of rail-thin 
children and dead-eyed adults, the hundreds of thousands 
of Kosovar refugees set adrift by Serbian security forces. 

They counseled us not to overvalue the deaths of hundreds 

or thousands of Albanian Kosovar civilians, such as the 45 
massacred in the village of Racak by Serbian forces on January 
15, 1999. They pleaded that we not look at Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic’s pasty, bloated mug and see the man 
whose quest for Greater Serbia contributed to 200,000 deaths 
in Bosnia, a man who the international community had come 
to associate with ethnic cleansing and deceit. 

In sum, we were warned against becoming emotionally 
involved with Kosovo, because if we did our impulse to fight 
injustice would kick in. Which is exactly what happened. 

When the bombs started to fall on March 24, Milosevic 
had his army disguise military targets and instigate a mass 
expulsion of Albanian Kosovars. Week after week, NATO 
bombers lined up targets on video screens and hit fake bridges, 
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logs painted to look like missiles, power grids and hospitals, 
the Chinese embassy (a target put forward by the cia, who 
believed it hid an important Yugoslav state department), and 
occasionally the Yugoslav National Army. At least 500 civilians 
were killed (according to Human Rights Watch) and an 
estimated 850,000 Albanian Kosovars fled their homes. 

Then, after 78 days, Slobo blinked. The army withdrew from 
Kosovo and the refugees returned. 

Of course, errors of execution were legion. NATO 
commanders should have chosen targets better. Diplomats 
should have given Milosevic clearer messages and a better 
exit strategy. Maybe 
a ground force should 
have been used. 

But at its essence, 
the Kosovo war was 
a success because it 
showed a tyrant that 
the West was willing to 
stand up for something 
besides security and 
profit. Of course, it is 
obscene that hundreds 
of civilians were killed 
in order to change one 
man’s mind. But as long 
as there are ruthless 
dictatorships, oppressed 
people will be willing 
to take that risk. That 
is why civilians pleaded 
for humanitarian 
intervention in Sierra Leone and the Solomon Islands, where 
British and Australian troops helped dampen bloody civil 
wars. And that is why many Haitians were glad to see 
American troops return to their country in March, and why 
others — like Zimbabwe — hope that their nation will be in the 
crosshairs next. 

Several years ago I visited a small village in northern Burma. 
It was a searing afternoon, and a circle of men gathered 
in the shade to smoke fragrant cheroots and discuss their 
predicament. Their people had no electricity or medicine. 

The Burmese army terrorized their ethnic group, the Shan, 
and at any time soldiers might arrive to take food, money, 
forced laborers, or women. The villagers lived under the boot 
of the military dictators. 

We have one great hope, a grizzled elder told me. If NATO 
treats all people equally, then they will bring our freedom with 
bombs, just as they did for Kosovo. In his eyes, it would be the 
ethical thing to do. 





Chris Tenove 
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BLOWBACK 


Since the overthrow of the Irania 
in disguised assaults on the goverg 
(1960); Cuba (1961); Brazil (198 
Salvador, Guatemala and Nicara; a (a and Iraq (1991 to the present) 
— to name only the most obviousiedses. Thee Operations have generated 
numerous terrorist attacks and other forifis'of retaliation ~ what the cra calls 
“blowback” — against the United States by peoples on the receiving end. 
Because covert Operations are secret from the People of the United States, 
when retaliation hits, as it did spectacularly on Sept. 11, 2001, Americans 
do not have the information to put it into context or understand it. 

— Chalmers Johnson 
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EVERY GENERATION HAS ITS HEROES. 
THIS ONE IS NO DIFFERENT. 
































2OOT when 3,000 people died in 

an al Qaeda attack on the World Trade 
Center, President George Bush assured 
Americans that the perpetrators would 
be punished. As host to al Qaeda's 
leadership, Afghanistan's Taliban 
government became the first target of 
the US-led 'war on terror.' Operation 
Enduring Freedom began with aerial 
bombing and cruise missile attacks in 
early October, followed by a US Special 
Forces ground war. "We're offering help. 
and friendship to the Afghan people," 
said Bush. "It is their Taliban rulers, and 
the terrorists they harbor, who have 
much to fear." 

Seventy-eight days after fighting 
began, American troops had secured 
Kabul and other key areas thanks to help 
from the Us-funded Northern Alliance. 
At least 3,800 Afghan civilians died in 
the first nine weeks of the war, but. 
international support remained strong 
for the US invasion. Once the repressive 
Taliban regime had been ousted, Hamid 
Karzai was installed as Afghanistan's 
president. In the mountains and 
countryside of Afghanistan, however, 
change was slower to arrive. Karzai's 
government lacked influence outside 
Kabul, where power remained in 

the titanium grip of local warlords, 
controllers of Afghanistan’s multi-billion 
dollar poppy crop (used to make heroin), 
that expanded by 3,600 percent over its 
pre-war levels. 

The rise of the warlords and lack 

of a strong central government has 
forced American and coalition forces 
from France and Canada to take ona 
policing function. At the same time, 
they continue to skirmish with Taliban 
fighters. And al Qaeda's leader Osama 
bin Laden still eludes capture. But in a 
flash, Kabul's famous bazaars and dusty 
streets have become vibrant and alive, 
Women have gained new freedoms and 
are considered equal to men before the 
law. Full elections are promised by June 
2004. And the nation has a constitution 
to call its own. 














2001 Eight days after September 11, 
2001, President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
maneuvered the Philippines into the 
slipstream of the Bush administration's 
global battle and said, "Let's ride." It was 
an act of geopolitical jujitsu familiar to 
Cold-War-watchers. 

First, take a conflict that is largely 
internal. The Moros, thé Muslim 
inhabitants of the southern islands, have 
struggled for decades. They resent the 
economically and politically dominant 
Christian minority, and the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF) has a broad base 
of support from islanders who blame the 
central government in Manila. 

Next, recast the conflict as the 
latest installment in a worldwide. 
ideological battle. In the past, this meant 
communism. Now, of course, it is an 
international web of Islamist terrorists. 
The Abu Sayyaf, a small splinter group 
of the Moro resistance, made this step 
easy for President Arroyo: they have 
repeatedly kidnapped Filipinos and 


Westerners — including Americans — 
and appear to have links to al Qaeda. 

Third, welcome American troops or 
“advisors” into your country and watch 
the money pour in. In February, 2002, the 
US and Filipino armed services launched 
a partnership called “Balikatan.” (The 
Philippines’ constitution forbids unilateral 
military intervention by any foreign 
force.) Even before the soldiers arrived, 
the Philippines secured $100 million in 
military assistance, and millions more 
in promises of aid and debt forgiveness. 
After one meeting in Washington, 
Arroyo reportedly bragged to Filipino 
journalists that she'd won “$4.6 billion, 
and counting.” 

Stage four: brace for public 
resentment. The Philippines, perhaps 
more than any other nation, should be 
sensitive to American imperialism. The 
US seized the country from the Spanish 
in 1898 and held it in thrall until Wwil. 
Hundreds of thousands of Filipinos were 
killed during the war and occupation, 


including an incident at Mt. Dajo in 
1906 when US soldiers massacred 900 
Moro men, women, and children, After 
independence in 1946 the Philippines 
hosted US bases, which served as 
staging areas and R&R playgrounds, 
but a grassroots campaign forced the 
government to send them packing 

in 1992. 

Now they're back. The US force has 
remained small, and they're trying 
to charm locals with new roads and 
schools. For her part, Arroyo scratched 
Bush's back when she sent a 96-person 
military team to Iraq. 

What did Cold War interventions 
teach us to look for? First, that national 
leaders propped up by American military, 
economic, and political support tend to 
Slide toward despotism. And second, 
whether or not the country gets hooked 
on US aid, it will eventually need to 
Solve its own problems and toss the 
Americans out. 


2002 The US supported the overthrow of the 
democratically elected president of Venezuela; a popular 
uprising returned him to power. 


DEJA COUP 


On February 4, 1992, a 38-year old Venezuelan 
paratrooper named Hugo Chavez led a coup against President 
Carlos Andres Perez. The failed putsch ended with the jailing 
of Chavez, who called the existing government a “false 
democracy” plagued by “predatory oligarchs” who serve only 
international capital. Chavez remained in jail until he was 
pardoned in 1994. Four years later he was president 

of Venezuela, 

Chavez fought for a new constitution and land reforms 
after rising to power in 1998. Mixed in with his domestic 
agenda was plenty of anti-globalization rhetoric, visits with 
Fidel Castro, and outspoken opposition to the US terror war, 
accusing the US of “fighting terror with terror.” By his second 
term, Chávez had Washington's full attention. In February 
2001, Secretary of State Colin Powell testified before a Senate 
committee to express the administration's concern with 
“some of the actions of Venezuelan President Chávez and his 
understanding of what a democratic system is all about." 

US- Venezuelan relations were further weakened in February 
2002, when Chávez exercised state control of the nation's 
oil industry. Venezuela is the fourth largest oil-producing 
mation and the third largest oil provider to the US. Around 
this time, the head of the Venezuelan business federation, 
Pedro Carmona, was brought to the White House. There he 


met with Otto Reich, who served previously in the Reagan. 
administration, running the Office for Public Diplomacy 
and reporting directly to Oliver North. Reich is said to 

have had numerous meetings with Carmona and associates, 
discussing explicitly the timing and likelihood of successfully 
overthrowing Chávez. 

The coup that followed in April 2002 revealed the not-so- 
subtle political thuggery the US engages in to safeguard its 
national interests — democracy be damned. It also revealed the 
administration’s underestimation of Chávez's popular support. 
During the brief, two-day success of the botched putsch, 
Washington gave its official support for the coup, endorsing 
Carmona’s unconstitutional government. The New York Times 
did likewise. A popular uprising began the next dar, leading to 
Chávez's return to power and prompting an about-face by the 
Bush administration and the Times. 

In the two years since, more details of US involvement 
have surfaced. The US ambassador to Venezuela and two 
US embassy military attachés have been implicated, said to 
have met with the coup leaders just prior to their attempt at 
dislodging Chávez. And a former US intelligence officer, Wayne 
Madsen, revealed to the Guardian newspaper that US Navy 
ships provided electronic jamming during the putsch, blocking 
Chávez's ability to communicate with his diplomatic allies. 
Chávez, meanwhile, remains mad as hell. Threatening to halt 
oil imports to the US and promising a 100-vear war if the US 
invades, Chávez remarked in March 2004, "The government 
of Washington is using the money of its people to support - 
not only opposition activities - but acts of conspiracy." 


2.003 Iraq war 


On March 20, 2003, the US, 
long with the UK and other members 


Iraq under the banner “Operation 
Iraqi Freedom.” The US administration 
insisted that Iraq was a threat to world 
afety and that it's president Saddam 
lussein had to be removed. Although 
iembers of the administration had 
various motivations for overthrowing 
Hussein, according to Deputy Secretary. 
of Defense Paul Wolfowitz *for 
bureaucratic reasons, we settled on one 
issue — weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD), because it was the one reason 
everyone could agree on." 
The campaign began with a massive 
aerial bombardment of Baghdad, 
dubbed “shock and awe” by its 
military architects. These airstrikes 
were complemented by ground troops 
that eventually numbered 250,000. 
While this was a bigger force than 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
had initially envisioned, he was still 
able to implement his blueprint for 
a swift, twenty-first century hi-tech 
precision war. Within three weeks of 
the beginning of hostilities, American 
troops were smoking cigars in Hussein’s 
former palaces. On May 1, 2003, 
President George Bush landed on an 
aircraft carrier ina US Navy jet and 









announced the end of major combat. 
Military officials were careful to prepare 
the American public for a long-haul, 
however, and even senior Marine 
operations officer Lt. Col. Dave Pere 


f the “coalition of the willing,” invaded 


Wwondered: “We're the dog that caught the car. Now what do 
' The US subsequently took charge of administering 





we do with it? 


Í Iraq and set up a preliminary government, but the occupation’s 


vordinator Paul Bremer was confident that “Our presence here 
will change from an occupation to an invited presence.” 

He assured Iraqis that they would have full sovereignty by June 
30, 2004. 

While some American officials taught Iraqis how to privatize 
state-controlled companies and eliminate foreign ownership 
restrictions, others busied themselves trying to ferret out the 
infamous wp. Eventually, after a few false alarms, it became 
apparent that the economic sanctions and missile strikes of the 
19908 had in fact crippled Iraq's capacity to produce the weapons. 
With no chemical or biological agents to hold aloft for the masses, 
American officials were forced to downplay the argument they 
had trumpeted so heavily to justify the war. Nevertheless, the 
White House assured Americans that they hadn't been lied to. 
For his part, President Bush ramped up references to Hussein's 
general nastiness and peppered his speeches with even more 
references to “freedom,” “democracy” and “liberation.” He 
hoped these rhetorical flourishes would help him win the moral 
high ground and distract Americans from the banalities of what 
intelligence sources may or may not have known about Iraq's 
weapons program. With his credibility on the line and an election 
looming, Bush maintained his resolve and asserted in his January 
2004 State of the Union address: “For all who love freedom and 
peace, the world without Saddam Hussein's regime is a better and 
safer place." As of March 2004, at least 8,400 Iraqis and 525 US 
soldiers have died as a result of the invasion. 

















Nicholas Klassen 
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The US government has engaged in espionage and 
intelligence analysis since the Revolutionary War, when George 
Washington and Benjamin Franklin ran networks of agents to 
spy on and sabotage the British military. For years, the military 
services conducted their own intelligence activities, but in 1947 
the Central Intelligence Agency (cia) was born, intended to be 
the government's hub for all spy data. 

A tenuous relationship between the cia and the military has 
flourished ever since. The modern "Intelligence Community,” 
a network of 15 agencies, was enshrined in February 1976 by 
President Gerald Ford, with his Executive Order 12333. 

It was the first effort by the commander-in-chief to describe 
how the government's intelligence agencies should work 
together, Things have never quite worked according to plan. 

Ford's basic premise remains intact: intelligence efforts 
should serve the president and the National Security Council, 
the body that advises the Oval Office on all matters related 
to intelligence, defense and national security. “All departments 
and agencies shall cooperate to fulfill this goal,” Ford declared, 
adding that “maximum emphasis should be given to fostering 
analytical competition” among the agencies in the Intelligence 
Community. 

In reality, though, competition has trumped cooperation. 
Long-standing tension remains between the Defense Secretary 
and the Director of Central Intelligence — the head of the cia 
and technically the ruler of the Community. But the Defense 
Secretary ends up controlling much of the show because he 
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gets roughly 85 percent of the estimated $40 billion annual 
intelligence budget. 

That's a huge amount of money. So how did the intelligence 
agencies get it all so wrong with Iraq? Where are all those 
weapons production facilities, the ones administration officials 
showed time and again in stark, black and white images? 

Intelligence gathering and analysis, like war-fighting, has 
evolved into a video game, played miles above Earth, with the 
pawns and players showing up in still life on satellite photos. 
The problem is, the more hands off the agencies become, the 
less they understand about their opponents. With no humans 
on the ground to say otherwise, Winnebagos in Iraq get 
mistaken for mobile biotoxin production labs. Eavesdropped 
snippets of telephone calls become proof positive the regime 
is manufacturing nerve agents. But no spies were there, on the 
ground, to tell Washington that Saddam's own people were 
deceiving him about his weapons programs, pocketing the 
funds he may have thought paid for wMD. The dictator was 
contained in a self-constructed box made of his own paranoia. 
Satellites can’t tell you this. Only people can. 

So many intelligence analysts have become logic geeks, 
puzzle addicts trying to game their way into their adversaries? 
minds from the reaches of outer space. But ask any spy, and 
they will tell you the only way to know what goes on in 
someone’s mind is to look them in the eyes. 








Shane Harris 
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CRISIS OF LEGITIMACX 


When the Cold War ended, people around the world 
breathed a sigh of relief. The threat of a nuclear winter receded 
and liberal democracies were set to flourish everywhere. 
The US unexpectedly found itself as the king of the hill in a 
„unipolar world, legitimized by having contributed to the defeat 
of totalitarianism. Right out of the gates, longtime friends and 
former enemies alike lined up to support the US led, United 
Nations-sanctioned war against Iraq in 1991. In the following 
decade there was great optimism that a magnanimous US 
would lead the world to a more harmonious future. 
Then, murderous hijackers altered New York City’s skyline 
in September 2001, and America got angry. 
Immediately after the September 11 attacks, the world's 
citizenry showered Americans with goodwill and France's 
Le Monde newspaper famously declared “Nous sommes tous 
les Américains.” It didn’t take long, however, to expend that 
: goodwill. Even though the US garnered widespread support 
for attacking Afghanistan, many had hoped for a more 
restrained response. And beyond Afghanistan, the 
broader “war on terror” has been a tough sell, 
particularly outside of the West. People who 
were born in countries where dark skin 
predominates often found that they were 


We Americans thought 

we knew our new president when he 
took office in 200r. George W. Bush 
had been mauling the English language 
and fumbling with facts for the entire 
campaign, and the consensus was 

that our new commander-in-chief 
simply wasn't very bright. The country 


anticipated four years of presidential advocacy of 








no longer welcome in the US, irrespective of their citizenship. 
Many feared that their country was next on the US hit list. 
Even America's closest allies think the US has gone 
overboard. Canadians refused to join the war in Iraq and were 
appalled to find out that American authorities sent Canadian 
nationals to the Middle East to be tortured. The fissure with. 
Europe is even greater. Europeans do not share American 
fears that they will find terrorists under their beds and don't 
support US tactics in combatting terrorism. But the more they 
questioned these tactics, the more the White House treated 
them with scorn, All of this came to a head in the build-up to 
Iraq. While President Bush made his case for preemptive war, 
France's forċign minister Dominique de Villepin noted that 
the dispute was really about "two visions of the world." 
America is now facing a crísis of legitimacy. A great 
percentage of the world's population sees president George. 
Bush as a rogue gunslinger who can't be trusted. Millions 
marched against his unilateralist war in Iraq with the 
suspicion that they were not being told the truth. 
Now they call him a liar. Global leadership is 
not supposed to look like this. 
Nicholas Klassen 


philosophies that generally goes on in 
meetings, O'Neill wondered, what the 
hell was it based on? 

O'Neill had his answer soon 
enough. This White House, he began 
to understand, was driven purely by 
politics. With breathtaking disregard for 
facts and analyses, key players like Karl 


transparency Rove and Dick Cheney pushed through 


mockery, a return to the light-hearted 
days of Dan Quayle. 

But September 11, 2001 changed the 
rules. Suddenly the president was cloaked 
in gravitas, and the press stopped 
reporting his malapropisms. Americans 
were confused. Had we misjudged this 
man? Was there a keen strategic mind 
and a strong leader hiding behind that 
trademark smirk?, 

Thankfully, Ron Suskind’s book, 

The Price of Loyalty, clarifies matters 
and brings the man back into focus. 

This insider’s account is based on the 
recollections of O'Neill, who served as 
Treasury Secretary until Bush fired him 
in 2002. The maverick Republican had 
made enemies within the administration 
by trying hit the brakes while the Bush 
team pushed for round after round of tax 
cuts. His habit of speaking his mind, his 


in government, and his affinity for causes 
like global warming and the African aps 
epidemic didn’t make him friends, either. 
The portrait of Bush he draws is far 
from flattering. In meetings, O'Neill 
reports, Bush stared blankly and didn’t 
ask questions, leading him to wonder 
if the President understood what was 
being discussed. Bush didn't appear to 
have read the memos he was sent. “The 
only way I can describe it is that, well, 
the President is like a blind man in a 
room full of deaf people. There is no 
discernible connection," says O'Neill. 
Both public appearances and internal 
meetings were carefully scripted to 
avoid presidential embarrassment, with 
planned statements and preordained 
outcomes. And somehow, policy was 
being created. If it wasn't based on the 
hashing out of different ideas, facts and 


programs on the basis that they would 
satisfy the party's base. When O'Neill 
tries to talk Vice President Cheney down. 
from a new round of tax cuts in the fall 
of 202, arguing that the country was 
“moving towards a fiscal crisis,” Cheney 
dismisses his concerns with a wave, 

“We won the midterms,” Cheney says. 
“This is our due.” 

The Treasury Secretary never quite 
figures out if Bush agrees with this 
stance, or if he’s simply been prodded 
in that direction by his impenetrable 
phalanx of close advisors. But O'Neill is 
certain that Bush is taking the easy, and 
irresponsible, way out. It’s easy to govern 
by ideology, he says, “because you don’t 
have to know anything or search for 
anything. You already know the answer 
to everything.” 

Eliza Strickland 





























REGARDING THE PAIN OF OTHERS 


Those who oppose war on grounds of its 
unfathomable barbarity are backed up by harsh photographic 
evidence: a nude girl, three-quarters of her nine-year-old 
body blistered by napalm, fleeing a south Vietnamese aerial 
attack (Adbusters #52); an Iraqi soldier frozen in the hatch 

of a bombed-out tank, his lips charred away to reveal long 
teeth, his uniform incinerated to expose striated black muscles 
(Adbusters #46). While we recoil at such images — agreeing 
as we must that war is hell - what good does it do? 

In Regarding the Pain of Others, Susan Sontag writes that 
photographs of war's victims are a kind of rhetoric. “They 
reiterate. They simplify. They agitate. They create the illusion 
of consensus.” During the Vietnam war, for instance, imagery 
turned Americans against military intervention. Watching 
footage of 58,000 formerly laughing, high-school graduating 
young people return home in body bags can temper patriotic 
fervor. On the other hand, when the casualty counts are low, 
the killing of the enemy done on videogame monitors, and with 
the dead coming home in “transfer tubes” — a termed coined by 
the current Bush administration — why should America be gun- 
shy about getting entangled in foreign wars? 

By the end of the first Gulf War, George Bush Sr. declared, 
“By God, we've kicked the Vietnam syndrome once and for 
all." To further obscure the gore, Bush issued a military order 
prohibiting the media from covering the arrival of dead soldiers 
at Dover Air Force Base, a policy his son, George W. Bush, 


























enforces today. Thanks to this rule, you might have missed the 
news that the junior Bush's war in Iraq took more American 
lives by November 2003 than did Vietnam over its first three 
years. Allowing us to see the human costs of *liberating Iraq" 
doesn't serve Bush's future war (or re-election) plans. After 

all, these 550 soldiers died at his command. 

Keeping the dead in the public eye, however, makes political 
sense when someone else is ordering the killing. A controversial 
Bush-Cheney campaign commercial, featuring a flag-draped 
body being removed from the site of the World Trade Center 
attacks, sends a clear message: Look what "they" did to us. 
Just as a photographer excludes some images when he focuses 
on others, the ad pinpoints a collective moment of shock, 
ignoring the complex issues that surround it. 

“The problem is not that people remember through 
photographs, but that they remember only the photographs,” 
writes Sontag. "Harrowing photographs do not inevitably lose 
their power to shock. But they are not much help if the task is 
to understand." Bush, like any wartime president, would rather 
leave Americans staggered by a visceral image of vulnerability 
and impotence than have them asking questions. Why has the 
president been hindering the 9/11 investigation? And where's 
Osama? “Narratives can make us understand," says Sontag. 
*Photographs do something else: they haunt us." 

Paul Schmelzer 
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One-hundred-and-sixty 
million people were killed in conflicts 
in the twentieth century. But statistics 
hide as much as they reveal. Whereas 
numbers are one-dimensional, each 
instance of killing occurs as a real event 
—a moment in time when a conscious 
waking person faces his or her own 
destruction and then, death having 
arrived, passes from physical existence 
into memory. In memory the person 
persists in the lives of others, the trauma 
of his or her death transferred to family, 
friends and communities. 

The shock and awe of violent conflict 
also devastates the killer. Numbers may 
conceal spilled blood. The blood on the 
hands of a killer, even in self defense, 
however, seeps back into the killer's 
bloodstream, travels on to the brain and 
stains it for life. No surprise then that 
the closer one gets to the combat the 
greater one’s resistance to killing. 

As the above graph depicts, killing 
within sexual range represents only 
one end of a spectrum. Flesh in the grip 
of flesh has an emotional intensity no 
matter what the context. Killing within. 
sexual range pushes this intensity to 
a whole other reality, with the mind 





PHYSICAL DISTANCE FROM TARGET 


reeling under the shock of a face-to-face 
life-and-death confrontation. Notice, 
however, that as we shift the physical 
distance of the target from close to 

far, the natural human resistance to 
killing moves from high to low. Thus 

at the other end of the spectrum lies 
modernity's solution to the problem: 
killing from a distance. 

In his book On Killing, Lt. Colonel 
Dave Grossman explores people's 
inherent reluctance to commit violence 
and how the military has devised 
methods for overcoming it. He notes 
that "most species have a powerful, 
natural resistance to killing their own 
kind. Animals with antlers and horns 
fight one another by butting heads. 
Against other species they go to the side 
to gut and gore. Piranha turn their fangs 
on everything, but they fight one another 
with flicks of the tail. Rattlesnakes bite 
anything, but they wrestle one another.” 

Resistance to killing applies to the 
soldier who chooses the rifle over the 
bayonet. It applies equally to military 
decision makers, who know, if only 
unconsciously, that via advanced 
technology, death has been transformed 
from an end to a means. Kill ‘em by the 
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numbers — the Allied strategy in wwit 
and the US strategy in Vietnam — has 
been the result, 

Bringing this graph up to date, 
we have had to add a new mode of 
killing to each end of the spectrum — 
the drone and the suicide bomber. 
While drone technology allows death to 
be delivered remotely, in real time — 
the cra used a Predator drone to fire 
upon and assassinate six al Qaeda 
suspects in Yemen in 2002, including 
one US citizen — the suicide bomber 
does the opposite, bringing death even 
closer to the fore. The drone-warriors of 
today are thus not the only ones privy 
to the human calculus of killing, that 
hell is war up-close. The suicide bomber 
has approached the equation in reverse, 
and a philosophy emerges: put the truth 
back into killing by transforming the 
moving body into a bomb that blows 
people to bits. The sheer violence of 
killing small numbers at close range is 
so great that it effectively competes with 
the cold numbers pf today's mighty war 
machines. 


Richard DeGrandpre 
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CULTURAL REVOLUTION IS OUR BUSINESS 

‘We are a global network of artists, writers, environmentalists, ecological economists, media- 
literacy teachers, reborn Lefties, ecofeminists, downshifters, high school shit-disturbers, campus 
Tabble-rousers, incorrigibles, malcontents and green entrepreneurs. We are idealists, anarchists, 
guerrilla tacticians, pranksters, neo-Luddites, poets, philosophers and punks. Our aim is to topple 
existing power structures and forge a major rethinking of the way we wil live in the 21st century. 
We want to change the way information flows, the way institutions wield power, the way the world 
keeps the peace, the way the food, fashion, automobile, sports, music and culture industries set 
their agendas. Above all, we want to change the way we interact with the mass media and the way 
in which meaning is produced in our society. 


LA REVOLUCIÓN CULTURAL ES NUESTRO NEGOCIO 

Somos una libre y relajada red global de artistas, escritores, ambientalistas, economistas. 
ecológicos, estudiosos de la comunicación, izquierdistas renacidos, eco-feministas, minimalistas, 
desmadrosos de preparatoria, creadores de polémica universitaria, incorregibles, inconformistas 
yemprendedores verdes. somos idealistas, anarquistas, tácticos de guerrilla, bromistas, neo- 
ludistas, poetas, filósofos y punks. Nuestro objetivo es derribar las estructuras de poder existentes 
y fraguar una profunda reflexion sobre la manera en que viviremos en el Siglo XXI. Queremos. 
cambiar el flujo de la información, el modo en que las instituciones ejércen su poder, la forma 

en que el mundo mantiene la paz, la manera en que las industrias de la comida, la moda, los 
automóviles, los deportes, la musica y la cultura fijan sus planes. Sobre todo, queremos cambiar 
la forma en que interactuamos con los medios masivos de comunicación y la manera en que el 
contenido yel significado son producidos en nuestra sociedad. 


NOTRE AFFAIRE, C'EST LA RÉVOLUTION CULTURELLE 

Nous sommes un réseau libre d'artistes, d'écrivains, d'écologistes, d'écolo-économistes, 
d'enseignants de la culture médiatique, de gens de la nouvelle gauche, d'écoféministes, 

de partisans d'une vie moins matérialiste, de semeurs de caca du secondaire, d'agitateurs. 
universitaires, d'incorrigibles, d'insatisfaits et d’entrepreneurs verts. Nous sommes des idéalistes, 
des anarchistes, des stratéges de guerilla, des farceurs, des nouveaux Luddites, des poċtes, des 
philosophes et des punks, Nous visons à faire basculer les structures de pouvoir existantes et à' 
reforger dans son entier un penser et un vivre du 21ème siècle. Nous voulons changer le trajet 
de l'information, l'exercice du pouvoir dans les institutions, la facon de faire régner la paix dans. 
le monde, la manière dont les industries programment l'alimentation, la mode, l'automobile, les 
sports, la musique et la culture. Et pardessus tout, nous voulons changer notre relation avec les 
médias ainsi que la facon dont la signification se crée dans notre société, 
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FIND OUT MORE 
Visit the Culture Jammers 
Campaign Headquarters. 
Www adbusters org 


TALK TO US 
editor@adbusters.org 
artdirector@adbusters.org, 
campaigns@adbusters.org 
webmaster @adbusters.org 
subscriptions@adbusters.org 
infoGadbusters org. 
 media-prGadbusters.org 

Tel: 604.736.9401 

Fax: 604.737.6021 

1243 West 7th Avenue, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
V6H 187, Canada 


JOIN OUR NETWORK 
Senda blank email to 
jammersQadbusters org 
to receive news releases, 
campaign bulletins and 
strategic updates. 


WATCH THE CULTURE 
JAMMERS VIDEO 

Order it online at 
www.adbusters.org or call 
1-800-663-1243, or fill out 
the subscription insert card. 


USE US 
Wearea full-service 
advocacy advertising agency 
ready to create your next. 
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social marketing campaign 
-ifthe cause is right: 
powershift@adbusters.org 


REPRINT US 
Email for permission to reprint. 
our editorial and visual content: 
reprints@adbusters.org 


‘SUPPORT US 
We are anon-profit organization 
that welcomes donations and 
grants in the following areas: 

: Tohelp Adbusters grow into 
an activist journal available 
around the world, 

Tohelpus launch and 
sustain our social. 
marketing campaigns. 

: Tohelpus pay for our 
legal battles. 

: Tohelpus launch the 

Blackspot sneaker, 





Please support our work: 
Donate online at www. 
adbusters.org /information , 
/donate in the US write. 
acheck payable to Tides. 
Foundation/Media Foundation 
and send it to our Vancouver 
address. in Canada and 
Overseas write a cheque to 
Adbusters Media Foundation. 
For more information, contact 
604.736.9401, 

or laura@adbusters.org, 
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Cuban or Haitian refugees that set out on 
But isn't it, and hasn't it always been (really, down deep 
world truly go around - the mone 
to economics. George Washington started killing 
Thomas Jefferson ignored a Supreme 


killing Brits 





s it ever (or was it ever) really about freedom and democracy 
allowed" to sit here and write this email proves that at one time it may have been. For the 
“boats” to come to this country, it may still be. 
), about the thing that makes the 

7 Even the American Revolutionary War came down 
Native Americans the minute he stopped 
Court order and continued slaughtering 
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atleast 725 American military 
are many more, since some base: 
disguises of various kinds. And 
made. The landscape of this military empire is as un' 
Americans today aS Tibet or Timbuktu we! 9 nineteenth-century 
its recent additions are the al-udeid air base in the desert cf Qatar, where several 
thousand American military men and women live in air-conditioned tents, and the 
al-Masirah Island naval air station in the Gulf of Ome! , where the only diversion is 
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Here are a few of the bundreds of emails 
and letters we received in response to 
“Why Won't Anyone Say They are 
Jewish?” [Adbusters, #52] 


“Why won't anyone say they are 
Jewish?" I'm Jewish goddammit! It 
matters not what your good intentions 
are if you generalize an entire ethnicity 
like this. It's some seriously hypocritical, 
self-righteous, fucked up shit you spew 
forth. Refund my subscription and fuck 
off until you get your priorities straight. 
MICHAEL WEINERMAN 
via mail 


F-U for the way your article points 
out that a “disproportionate” number 
of influential conservatives are Jews. 
That is the flipside of the same anti- 
Semitic screed promoted by Fascists, 
who selectively pointed out how a 
disproportionate number of influential 
communists were Jewish, Jews are 
frequently “over represented” in the 
vanguard of many political, cultural 
and artistic movements. 
DAVID GOLDSTEIN 
Ventura, California 


Why didn't you just mark the names 

of Jews with the star of David to make 

the connection more immediately 

visible? Wait, that might be too 

obvious. Your efforts to subtly suggest 

Jewish conspiracy are both boring and 

incredibly obvious. Why didn't you point 

out the whiteness of those neocons? 

Because that might implicate YOU. 

SPHYNX 

via email 


You might remember me. My wife and 
I gave annual donations to Adbusters 
in the mid-9os. We also gave friends 
and relatives gift subscriptions for 
the holidays. Now I know vou're a 
piece of anti-Semitic shit. Fuck off, 
dangerous imbecile. 
NAME WITHHELD 
via email 


Your Jew bashing is deplorable. I will 
never pay for your disgusting, hateful 
truct again. And I intend to destroy 


as many Adbusters as possible when 
visiting bookstores. 
via mail 


Please do away with this blatant anti- 
Jewish sentiment. There is no secret plot 
by the Jews to take over the world. 
The fact that I still want to read 
Adbusters — while refusing to fuel 
misguided hate — means I’m going to 
have to steal your magazine from 
now on. 

d JEREMY 

New York 


Iam Mexican, and recently participated 
in a debate: “Is this another Jewish 
conspiracy theory or a truth people deny 
for fear of being labelled anti-Semitic?” 

I was insulted several times for saying 
that the occupation of Palestine is an 
illegal invasion and for asking Jewish 
people why they could not live in peace 
with Palestinians instead of trying to 
take them over. I think it is brave of you 
to start this debate. No issue should 
be taboo. 

CLAUDIA FRANCO 
via email 


I'm sick of the apologetic displays 
put up by Zionist readers of your fine 
magazine. As an Israeli, I’m not proud 
of my nation’s past. A few things are 
obvious, admitted openly even by Israeli 
historians, and must be stated here. 
1) We flat out robbed an indigenous 
people of their land, threw them out, and 
murdered them if they disagreed with 
our theft. 2) We lied to the world and to 
ourselves about what we did, pretending 
we were victims. It took America almost 
200 years to acknowledge privately, if 
not publicly, how they wrested control 
of the land from the native inhabitants. 
Let us hope Israeli society can mature 
faster and own up to its history less than 
60 years after its inception. As American/ 
Jewish writer Ron David has said: “We 
stole Palestine. We stole it. Let’s at least 
start off by telling the truth.” 

NATHAN EAST 

Haifa, Israel 





I'm not Jewish, but I have spent many 
recent years studying anti-Semitism 


and the debate about how it relates to 
German and Polish Holocaust history. 
The first step to fueling hatred is the 
drawing of a line between those who 

are “us” and those who are “them.” 

The first step to building anti-Semitism is 
naming names and saying “you see those 
Jews? They have more power than 

they deserve.” , 

Despite any disclaimers on the purity 
of your motives, you have constructed 
such a list. A list of names that may be 
abused by anyone with the willingness 
to hate. A list that can be used as a 
symbol. Yes, many of the neocons are 
Jewish, but does that mean that without 
them the Bush administration would be 
any less pro-Israeli? What about their 
unwavering support of evangelicals, 
for a free Israeli state? What about the 
tireless work of Gary Bauer of Christian 
Coalition fame? 

KRIS DOMARADZKI 
Chicago, Illinois 


The list of Jewish neocons we came up 
with is a provocation, I'll admit. And if 
it were a list of dentists or firefighters or 
stockbrokers, then that would indeed 
be very offensive. However, the neocons 
are no ordinary group — they are the 
most influencial political/intellectual 
force in the world right now. They have 
the power to start wars and to stop 
them. They are the prime architects 

of America's foreign policy since 9/11 

—a policy that is heavily weighed in 
favor of Israel and a key source of 
anti-Americanism around the world. 

So | think it is not only appropriate, 
but necessary to put them under a 
microscope. And if we see maleness, 
whiteness, Jewishness, Zionism or 
intellectual thuggery there, then let us 
not look the other way. 

On the ethnic question: Is it not just 
as valid to comment on the Jewishness 
of the neocons as it is to point out that 
the majority of them are male or white. 
or wealthy or from the Western world or 
have studied at a particular university? 
If half the neocons were Palestinians, 
would the US have invaded Iraq? 

Kalle Lasn, 
Editor-in-Chief, Adbusters 
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Those who saw combat in 
Vietnam and made it back home rarely 
want to talk about the experience. 
Robert McNamara, a chief architect of 
the war's escalation under Johnson, on 
the other hand, cannot shut up about it. 
His 1995 best-seller, In Retrospect, and 
the recent Errol Morris documentary, 
The Fog of War, serve as the Defense 
Secretary's confessionals. "The human 
race needs to think more about war, 
about conflict," says McNamara, 

“Ts that what we want in this century?" 
These are poignant words from a man 
whose military and political career spans 
the planning of the Tokyo fire bombings, 
which killed 90,000 people, to Vietnam, 
which killed more than three million. 

In the current climate of preemptive 
war, MeNamara has some interesting 
things to say. And perhaps we'd all be 
better off if he got on the phone and said 
them to people like Bush, Rumsfeld and 
Powell. In the meantime, though, need 
we really keep hearing from him, asking 
us for our forgiveness and confusing 
lame excuses with explanations? An 
accomplice to war, terror and genocide, 
MeNamara has a lot to atone for, and 
he can do it with tears welling up in his 
eyes. The things he has done, and the 
things he has failed to do, however, 


are not the kinds of things for which one 
can say sorry and walk away. Vietnam 
was a big and dangerous mistake, and 
we don't need to thank MeNamara 

for telling us so. Those on the right 

and the left who applaud this ongoing 
repentance miss the larger meaning of 
the message: forgiveness today simply 
means forgiveness for Bush, Rumsfeld 
and Powell tomorrow. 

The time for McNamara to do the 
right thing ended long ago, well before 
the end of the Vietnam war. Instead of 
speaking out against the war, McNamara 
hid at the World Bank, where he engaged 
in more secret managerial tasks to 
“help” the poor people of the world. 

As Alexander Cockburn writes in The 
Nation, McNamara, while head of 

the bank, “threw money at Pinochet's 
Chile after Allende’s overthrow and 

at the military dictators of Uruguay, 
Argentina, Brazil, the Philippines and 
Indonesia. The darker the dictatorship, 
the more lavishly McNamara rewarded 
it. He showered money on Romania’s 
Ceausescu — $2.36 billion between 
1974 and 1982. As McNamara crowed 
delightedly about his “faith in the 
financial morality of socialist countries,” 
Ceausescu razed whole villages, 

turned hundreds of square miles of 


prime farmland into open-pit mines, 
polluted the air with lignite coal, 

and turned Romania into one vast 
prison, applauded by the bank in a 

1979 economic study as being a fine 
advertisement for the ‘Importance of 
Centralized Economic Control,” 

The supposed moral of McNamara’s 
story, embraced by Errol Morris, is that 
in the fog of war one becomes trapped 
in overwhelming complexity. In this web 
of complexity, one often goes astray and 
can do, with good intentions, terrible 
things. This rationalization ignores, 
however, the reckless path of militarism 
that led American to Vietnam in the 
1950s, and ignores McNamara’s own 
feckless failure to be anything but a 
chip in the war machine. A pragmatic, 
egocentric brainiac, McNamara allowed 
himself to be caught in the fog of war, 
and was led in the wrong direction as 
a consequence. This much is clear, But 
it should also be clear that this was not 
because of overwhelming complexity. 
The Vietnamese basically wanted to 
be left alone, and their civil war was 
independent and nationalist, not a 
Soviet conspiracy. This was established 
before the war began in earnest in 1964. 
Indeed, it was made clear to the US by 
Ho Chi Minh as early as 1919, and 
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repeatedly thereafter, This fact was not 
shrouded in secrecy, nor complexity. 
The real moral of McNamara’s story 
is that he faced a test of basic moral 
character and failed it, repeatedly. 
For many years after the war, the 
vast majority of the American public 
saw Vietnam, not as a mistake, but 
“fundamentally wrong and immoral.” 
That McNamara could not see this 
for himself, and perhaps still does not, 
suggests this very failure. 
“Why,” Errol Morris finally asks 
in the film's epilogue, “did you fail to 
speak out against the war after you left 
the Johnson administration?” To this 
McNamara answers: “I’m not going to 
say anymore than I have.” Finally, 
his silenci 
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The side Of the planes read cheerily: “Only we can 
prevent forests!” The pilots inside thought their task was a 
simple gardening exercise. Their mission began as a “food 
denial program” and was later reclassified as “depriving cover 
for enemy troops. even called Operation Hades for a 
time to reflect the hellish devastation caused by herbicides like 
Agent Orange. The pilots did kill a lot of plants, but they also 
killed humans. And the death toll continues to rise. 

In the course of the Vietnam war, the US sprayed about 
12 million gallons of Agent Orange over southerri Vietnam. 
Approximately 375 pounds of that load was dioxin, a 
compound of virtually unparalleled toxicity. This “chemical 
scythe” across the landscape translated immediately into 
reproductive abnormalities among Vietnamese women. Babies 
were born with horrific deformities, and if they survived the 
birth at all, often died within 24 hours. Today, children two 
and three generations removed from the spraying continue to 
bear its mark. 

When the Michelin rubber plantation near Saigon was 
accidentally sprayed in the 1960s, the US immediately paid 
the company $87 for each damaged tree. Compensation 
for the human toll, however, is another matter. American 
veterans with high cancer rates and deformed children of 
their own fought military denials for years before eventually 
receiving a $180 million judgment. But the actual targets of the 
spraying program haven't been so lucky. When the matter of 
reparations for Vietnam is raised, the US government offers its 
standard line: “At the time of normalization [of Vietnam-US 
relations], neither compensation nor reparations were granted 
or contemplated for the future.” Can you blame them? If the 
Vietnamese receive reparations, who would be next in line? 
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It's carnival night in San Juan de la Maguana. Ragrag 
bands of young men roam the town, their faces covered with 
executioner’s hoods and their skin blackened with greasepaint, 
"trick or treating" with braided bullwhips. One small boy runs 
into the town plaza and snaps his whip overhead. “The devils 
are loose! The devils are loose!” he shouts. Nearby, a coven 

of girls dressed as witches stands at the center of a swirl of 
zombies and demons. And there, dancing in their circle of evil, 
is the figure of Uncle Sam. 

Yanqui diablo. Of course, the Dominican attitudé toward 
America can’t be summed up in a single image. Here's another 
to consider: the collapse of the World Trade Center towers. 
Forty-one Dominicans died on September 11, and 400,000 
more call New York City home. When the Dominican Republic 
joined the American "coalition of the willing" and sent troops 
to Iraq, it was not only to stay in the White House good books, 
but to support a war against the terror that had struck the 
capital city of the Dominican diaspora. 

Still, the case for invasion had a familiar ring on this 
Caribbean island. In Iraq in 2005, the White House conjured 
the horrors of weapons of mass destruction and the creeping 
influence of al 
Qaeda, In the 
Dominican 1 
Republic in 1965, — Of a swirl o, 
saw specters 
that no one else 
could see: a nation infiltrated by “people trained outside the 
Dominican Republic" with the power to turn democrats into 
communists. In Iraq, the US defied the United Nations and 
international agreements that forbid aggressive warfare. In the 
Dominican Republic, they defied the Organization of American. 
States and their own "good neighbor" policy against military 
intervention in the Americas. President John F. Kennedy blazed 
the rhetorical trail that George Bush Jr., would follow: "Let the 
record show that our restraint is not inexhaustible . . . I want 
it clearly understood that this government will not hesitate in 
meeting its primary obligations, which are to the security of 
our nation." 

Today, Manuel Ramón Montes Arache is the senior- 
most living rebel leader from the Dominican revolution that 
prompted the US occupation. “We were invaded by the US in 
1965 and we are still invaded," he says. Now a vice-admiral 
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of the Domincan navy, Montes Arache argues that, almost 40 
years after the fact, the US invasion remains tightly bound to 
the Dominican idea of democracy. It’s an idea that has roots 
in 1961, when assassins gunned down Rafael Trujillo, whose 
three decades of tyranny were perhaps the vilest in the modern 
history of the Americas. Out of the chaos that followed, the 
Dominican people overwhelmingly elected a social democratic 
intellectual, Juan Bosch, as their president. The elections were 
free and fair, but the White House had no time for a leftist 
leader, and gave the Bosch government a minimum of support. 
After just seven months in office, Bosch was overthrown by 
the Dominican military, and the US brokered a new governing 
council. Unelected and unpopular, the new government 
received $100 million from the US in its first year — ten times 
the support that 
Bosch had been 
given. Conditions 
were set for the 
revolution that 
exploded in April 
1965 with enough 
force to finally refute military control of Dominican politics. 
By April 28, 1965, the Dominican armed forces were retreating 
in disarray from their own civilian population. 

That's when America sent in the Marines. 

At the time, fledgling US president Lyndon Johnson said 
that he sent his troops only to protect American people and 
property. Most historians now agree that the real purpose was 
preventing a “second Cuba,” another communist “domino” in 
America’s backyard. Montes Arache points out the bitter fact: 
America failed to intervene against Fidel Castro’s communist 
insurrection, and “corrected” the error by defeating Dominican 
rebels whose rallying cry was the return of Bosch, an elected 
president, to complete his constitutional term. 

The lesson resonates today. With elections approaching in 
May, the Dominican people understand their options: social 
change and political democracy, yes, so as long as neither 
interferes substantially with American interests. 

“I can raise my voice, I can raise my arms in protest, but 
it's like David and Goliath. It's like impotence,” says Yanira 
Vallejo, a young, mainstream lawyer in the capital city of Santo 
Domingo. To make change in the Dominican Republic, she 
says, she need not only change her government, but American 
policy as well. “I have a double enemy.” 


To understand the outcome of an incorrect democratic 
choice, Dominicans look no further than Haiti their neighbor, 
which slowly collapsed into social chaos after the Bush 
administration withdrew support for the government of Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide in 2001. The political cold shoulder was 
called a policy of “regime change” by US Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee — the US accounts for 60 percent of Haiti’s 
imports and exports and is the nation’s most important aid 
partner, And what was Aristide’s principal crime? An ongoing 
resistance to the economic prescriptions of the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund. As Aristide himself famously 
said, “I cannot accept that Haiti should be whatever the United 
States wants it to be.” 

Democracy with limits is the psychological blowback of 
military invasion. Given time, the psychology becomes culture. 
Montes Arache points out that there are no monuments to the 
battles of 1965. Even now, it is too delicate a subject. There is 
the risk of offending America; there is the danger of re-opening 
old wounds. And so, in a country where too few can afford 
books and newspapers, the history is slowly forgotten. “I, like 
any soldier, paid a very high price,” he says. “I don’t know 
what it was for.” 

Over the past decade, the Dominican Republic has 
repeatedly chosen paths of lesser resistance. The nation was 
among the first on Earth to introduce the free-trade zones 
— known here as zonas francas — that launched the global 


race-to-the-bottom business culture. Throughout the 1990s, 
economic measures like these made the republic a model 
of neoliberalism and “the fastest growing economy in the 
Americas.” The few winners in the turbo-capitalist game can 
be seen driving suvs through Santo Domingo neighborhoods 
richer than you'd find in all but the wealthiest American cities. 
The losers, on the other hand, steadily take to the Caribbean 
sea in open wooden boats called yolas, struggling to reach 
Puerto Rico and an easier route into the United States. They 
are the refugees of capitalism, rarely mentioned amid reports of 
people fleeing communist Cuba or desperate Haiti. They don’t 
leave in search of democracy, and few still hope for riches. 
They leave because they want to live on the winning side. 
“America is a better place to be poor,” explained an elderly 
man who has lived in both countries. And that’s the new 
American Dream. 

James MacKinnon 

















2.004 American troops arrived on 
Haiti's shores for the 27th time in March 
2004. Days earlier, as internal resistance 
to President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
mounted, US Secretary of State Colin 
Powell had asserted “There is frankly 

no enthusiasm right now for sending in 
military.” That lack of enthusiasm was set 
aside once Aristide's opponents clamored 
atthe gates of his palace, and US troops 
arrived in the capital to secure key sites 
and protect Americans. They also helped 
whisk Aristide off to the Central African 
Republic where he promptly declared that 
he had been kidnapped. The White House 
scoffed at the story, calling it "nonsense." 
Whatever the case, George W. Bush's 


government was wary of Aristide and 

had contributed to his downfall. He was 

a populist who associated with Cuba and 
resisted neo-liberal economic directives 
from the World Bank and IMF. The White 
House claimed he was corrupt and 
withheld $500 million of humanitarian 

aid from Haiti. In the lead-up to Aristide's 
removal, Powell scolded the "thugs" and 
“murderers” who were plotting his ouster. 
Now those thugs are the face of Haitian 
security while 3,450 American troops walk. 
the country's pot-holed streets. Some 
Haitians greeted the Americans with 
cheers of "Liberty" while others marched 
past the US embassy denouncing 

Yankee imperialism. — 


SOURCES FOR OUR LIST OF AMERICAN INTERVENTIONS INCLUDE: KILLING HOPE, BY WILLIAM 
BLUM (BLACK ROSE BOOKS, 1998); INSTANCES OF USE OF UNITED STATES FORCES ABROAD, 1798 
= 1993, BY ELLEN C. COLLIER (LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, 1993); THE LONGMAN GUIDE TO WORLD 
AFFAIRS, BY C. J NOLAN (LONGMAN, 1995); UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN (EAU CLAIRE) PROFESSOR 
ZOLTAN GROSSMAN; THE “AMERICAN PEACE” WEBSITE, <WWW.AMERICANPEACE.ECCMELNET/>, 


AND <WWW.WIKIPEDIA.ORG>. 


MICHAEL IGNATIEFF 


EMMANUEL TODD 








From 9/11 to his latest stump speeches, President Bush has consistently taken an absolutist, 
good vs. evil view of the world. His National Security Strategy, put out six months before 
the invasion of Iraq, claims the right to impose “freedom, democracy and free enterprise” 
on other nations, by force if necessary. By doing so he believes he will improve the fate of 
the human race. “Today, humanity holds in its hands the opportunity to further freedoms’ 
triumph over all these foes. The United States welcomes our responsibility to lead in this 
great mission." 

Although based on noble ideals, this agenda is frightening. As Tzvetan Todorov points out 
so eloquently in his book Hope and Fear, history is full of such folly. In the Middle Ages, 
Christians waged a series of bloody crusades in order to spread their "superior religion." 

In the nineteenth century the European powers colonized much of the world in the name of 
their “superior civilization.” In the twentieth century, Russia exported violent revolution all 
over the world in its quest to spread utopian communism. In each case, the protagonists 
were absolutely convinced that their cause was right and superior to all others. 

Using force in the name of “freedom, democracy and free enterprise” is a profoundly 
flawed enterprise. As Todorov writes: “To impose freedom on others is to oppress them; 
to force equality on them is to treat them as inferior; to spread democracy through the 
barrel of a gun is to undermine it. The means destroy the ends.” 

The US must confront this contradiction and change its style if it wants to regain its 
legitimacy and continue doing good in this world. 


Kalle Lasn 
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We know the side on which the human spirit 
trulv abides, and we take encouragement 

— from this as our strategy unfolds. 

4 — Colin Powell 








